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Hizbollah rockets woundtwo in Israel 


^™ NA ( AFP, - Katyusha rockets fired 
from south Lebanon struck northern Israel on Mondav 
wounding two soldiers, army sources said The sol- 
di«s were injured in explosions at a position located 
in Israeli .territory, the sources said. One soldier was 
My seriously injured but his life is not in danger 
while the other was lightly wounded. One round of 
-rockets hit inside the eastern part of the border outside 
the town of Kixyat Shmona. while a second vollev 
struck closer to the Mediterranean coast A Hizbollah 
spokesman told AFP in Beirut that the IsiaiS? Resif- 
tance. the group’s military wing, launched Katyusha 
rockets on the Israeli positions of A! Abbad, Manara 
and Ramiyah in the central sector of the bonier zone 
and close to the frontier with Israel. 
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France deplores Israeli 'intransigence 1 


PARIS (AFP, — France on Monday deplored Israel's 
intransigence in rejecting U.S. proposals to revive the 
stalled Middle East peace process while reiterating its 
support for Washington’s suggestions. “We regret that 
the meeting offered by the Americans in Washington 
did not take place and we deplore Israel's intransi- 
gence;' French Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Anne 
Gazeau- Secret told reporters. The U.S. proposal of an 
Israeli pullback from another 1 3. 1 per cem of the West 
Bank was "the only realistic basis to date to relaunch 
negotiations and to enact the Ipeacej accords," she 
added. “We hope this step backwards will not dis- 
courage the supporters of peace in Israel as well as in 
the Arab states” she said. "France will continue to 
back the U.S, proposals with determination.” 
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Sparking international fury 

India detonates 3 underground nuclear bombs 

Pakistan: Responsibility for dealing death blow U.S.: Sanctions are already anticipated when 
to non-proliferation rests squarely with India non-nuclear member states violate restrictions 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


INDIA DECLARED itself 
nuclear- weapons capable Mon- 
day with three underground 
tests that defied the West, fright- 
ened its neighbour and ended 
decades of ambiguity. Less 
than two mnmhc in office, the 
right-wing Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led government surprised 
its friends and foes alike with its 
decision to go ahead with its 
first nuclear tests in 24 years. 

Indian Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vhjpayee, fighting a rep- 
utation of being too weak to 
deal firmly with some of his 
fractious governing coalition 
partners, summoned reporters 
to his official residence to 
announce that India had con- 
ducted three undogrouod 
nudeariests at 10:15 GMT at a 
testing range in the desert, 550 
kilometres southwest of New 
Delhi. 

No radiation was released 
into the atmosphere, he said. 

The announcement sounded 
at alarm in India's hostile and 
nuclear capable neighbour; 
Pakistan, which vowed to make 
its; defences “impregnable 
^gainst any Indian threat, be it 
nuclear or conventional” 

“The responsibility for deal- 
ing a death blow to the global 
efforts at nuclear non-prolifera- 
tion rests squarely with India,'’ 
said Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Gauhar Ayub. 

The United Stales has begun 
examining possible sanctions it 
may impose on India for carry- 
ing out three underground 
nuclear tests Monday, the 
White House said. 

“The president is deeply dis- 
tressed by the atmcxtiKiement.” 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCuny said. “He 
has authorised formal presenta- 
tion of our displeasure to be 
mack to the government in 



Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee prepares to 
address a press conference in New Delhi Monday (AP 
photo) 


New Delhi. 

“Sanctions are already antici- 
pated when non-nuclear mem- 
ber states vi olate ihe restrictioas 
that exist or the consensus 
about those restrictions.” Me 
McCuny said. There are cer- 
tain unilateral U.S. sanctions 
that may apply and those are 
under study at this point.” 

The Indian government had 
urged the United States not to 
inpose sanctions for the tests, 
which it said were conducted 
for national security reasons 
and were not directed against 
Washingto n. 

Under U.S. legislation, the 


U.S. administration must cut 
off all assistance except human- 
itarian aid to India because of 
the tests and withdraw support 
for loans from the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. 

A U.S. ban on technology 
exports would also go into 
effect 

The law on nuclear non-pro- 
liferation provides for a 30-day 
waiver of sanctions that must 
be approved by the UJS. Con- 
gress. 

The U.S. State Department 
said Monday it was “deeply 
disturbed” by India’s surprise 


underground test, calling it a 
"very, very negative develop- 
ment" 

“There are a number of sanc- 
tions laws that potentially 
apply" in the case of a nuclear 
test by a country other than the 
five declared nuclear powers. 
US. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said. 

“We strongly urge Pakistan to 
refrain from responding with a 
nuclear rest of its own,” he 

“We are deeply disturbed.” he 
said “This is obviously a very, 
very negative development... 
We arc intensively discussing 
how to respond” 

The Indian ambassador vol- 
unteered to come to the U.S. 
State Department Mondav 1 to 
provide an explanation to 
Under Secretary of State 
Thomas Pickering. Mr. Rubin 
sad. 

“We have taken economic 
repercussions into account We 
will not face any problems.” 
said Brajesh Mishra, an aide to 
Mr. Vajpayee, at a second news 
conference. The mood was cel- 
ebratory at Mr. Mishra's news 
conference, with officials hand- 
ing our sweets to reporters. 

“These tests have established 
that Indb has a proven capabil- 
ity for a weaponised nuclear 
programme." Ml Mishra said 

India's first nuclear test, in 
1974, was conducted at the 
same site on the same day — a 
national holiday in India mark- 
ing the birth of Buddha The 
1974 test was code-named 
“Buddha Smiles.” 

When the Vajpayee govern- 
ment took over in March, it 
pledged to "exercise the option 
to induct nuclear weapons.” 
Officials refused to say if that 
meant building the bomb, but 
Monday’s test made the gov- 
ernment’s direction clear. 

Mr. Mishra said the tests 
would help scientists design 


"nuclear weapons of different 
yields for different applications 
and for different delivery sys- 
tems.” 

In the past, India would not 
even use the term “weapon” 
when referring to its nuclear 
programme, but said it wanted 
to keep its options because Pak- 
istan and China, neighbours 
with whom it has fought wars, 
w ere nuclear weapons capable. 

"India faces a very dangerous 
nuclear environment." Mr. 
Mishra said on Monday. “India 
now has a credible nuclear 
deterrent.” 

Last week, Pakistan's top 
nuclear scientist, Abdul Qadeer 
Khan, said that if India explod- 
ed a nuclear device, ftddstan 
would respond in kind within 
weeks. 

“We don’t make nuclear 
weapons, but the capability is 
There,” Kir. Khan told the Asso- 
ciated Press, 

In a brief statement to 
reporters, Mr. Vajpayee said 
scientists rested a fission device, 
a low-yield device and a ther- 
monuclear device. He refused 
to take questions. 

Pratul Bidwal an indepen- 
dent weapons policy analyst 
who campaigned for India to 
abandon its pursuit of nuclear 
weapons, said a thermonuclear 
device was a sign India's pro- 
gram has progressed consider- 
ably since it tested a simpler fis- 
sion device in 1974. Mr. Bid- 
wai said that could indicate 
India also had developed a 
nuclear weapon. 

“We have dropped the ambi- 
guity completely.” Mr. Bidwai 
said 

“1 hope the U.S. would 
understand that the tests were 
meant for the security of the 
people of India.” Mr. Mishra 
said 

India also tested a short-range 
missile Monday, according to 
local news reports. 
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Ross briefs Clinton on Israel visit 


amid reports of new compromise 

Netanyahu heads for U.S. to campaign for grassroots support 


itf ' Combined agency dispatches 


U5. ENVOY Dennis Ross 
briefed U.5. President Bin Clin- 
ton Monday on his latest bid to 
win acceptance from Israel of a 
West Bank troop withdrawal 
thai'NV&shmgton hopes will open 
19 a new chapter in the peace 
process before the end of the 
month. 

Officials noted that the din- 
ton administration had not 
thrown in the towel after a peace 
summit scheduled fear Monday 
was cancelled due to Israel's 
rcfiisal to attend. 

US. State Department 
sources sad the U.S. proposals 
for reviving the peace process 
re maine d on the table and that a 
summit in the craning weeks 
was sffll a possibility. “I don’t 
dank h hi completely coF 
kpsedT said a senior cffidaL 

Tfs clear that we are commit- 
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to keq> hanging away at 
. f ^ sad the official, who asked 
** \0&r - ^ be named. 

Ml Ross^ returned here Sim- 
% from a three-day misaoa 
^.fefied to produce a. break-. . . 
Jw# with Israel on the Wst 
withdrawal, the centre- 
ai the ILS. plan diat also 
w: ^ rarewed Palestinian 

tfl ^ to fight terrorism. Mes- 

^n Pres^jeat Yasser Arafet 
°**cepte(I*e VS. proposals. 
Tbe envoy began talks wife 
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Me Clinton and U^. Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright at 
IftOO am local time. The meet- 
ing was scheduled to last about 
cue hour; a White House official 
.said. 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCuny declined to 
comment on a New York Times 
report that fee U.S. administra- 
tion had given Israel two more 

weeks mworic out an acceptable 

solution. 

“We clearly don't have a sum- 
mit today,” Mr. McCuny said 
ahead of the White Horse meet- 
ing. ”Wfe dearly have to figure 
out what we can do about il 
T hat's part of what the discus- 
sion coming up is about,” 

In Israel meanwhile, reports 
surfaced of a possible compro- 
mise that would provide for an 
immediate transfer of at least 
nine per cent of ihe territory to 
Palestinian control wife the 
remainder to be placed tem- 
porarily “in mist” with the Unit- 
ed States. 

Toieaditbe 13.1 percent fig- 
ure demanded by Washington 
and the Palestinians. Israel 
y/quld. <i^ignate areas amount- 
ing to between two and fair per 
cent of the West Bank which it 
would agree to cede at a future 
dare conditional chi Palestinian 
compliance with Israeli security 
demands. 

Just how much of the 13.1 per 
cent withdrawal w[Q be delayed 


and when Israel must cany out 
fee further pufibadc remains to 
be negotiated, the repots said. 

The Haaretz, Maariv and 
Jerusalem Post newspapers srud 
Mr. Ross had worked out the 
plan during bis latest mission 
and was to presem fee proposal 
to Me Clin Kin during fee meet- 
ing Monday. 

However, President Aralai 
said Monday he would not com- 
promise timber on fee U3. pro- 
posal 

“There can be no compromise 


economy is intimately finked to 
that of Europe.” Mr. Arafat said. 

Meanwhile, Is-aeli Prime 
Minister Benyantin Netanyahu 
was expected to arrive hire 
Wednesday for a U.S. visit to 
campaign for support among 
Jewish groups and fee L'-S. 
Congress, which is profoundly 
pro- Israel. 

Ms. Albright will meet with 
Mr Netanyahu Wednesday to 
detetTnine whether differences 
over a US. peace plan can be 
resolved, fee U-S. State Depart- 


Arafat : ‘ There can be no 
compromise on a compromise 


on a- compromise,” Ml Arafet 
told a news conference. 

“We would like to see the 
Israels accept feeUS.iriuafive. 
I can't imagine that anyone in 
Israel wfl] follow up this policy 
to humiliate the American 
ad minis tration.” he said. 

The Palestinian leader was in 
Brussels to meet European 
Union p fffeiak and 10 attend a 
conference to raise funds for cel- 
ebrations to mark the 2000th 
anniversary of fee birth of Jesus 
Christ in Befekhem. 

He noted that fee EU supports 
the US. proposal and bad fee 
means to put economic pressure 
an Israel to aecept- 
“Sevenry per cem of fee Israeli 


mem said Monday. 

Mr. Clinton asked Ms. 
Albright to meet wife die Israeli 
premier during a White House 
meeting earlier wife U.S. Envoy 
Dennis Ross and National Secu- 
rity Adviser Sandy Berger, said 
UJS. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin. 

Officials appear unruffled by 
fee Israeli leader's drive for US. 
grass-roots support and point to 
polls showing that a majority of 
US. Jews support fee U.S. 
stance. 

“If the prime minister wants to 
come to talk to people hoe, 
that's fine.” said an official. 

Mr. Netanyahu wfl] make an 
address late Thursday to a con- 


ference of fee .American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPACk which last month per- 
suaded 81 of the 100 senators to 
sign a letter asking Mr. Clinton 
to refrain from publicly pressur- 
ing Israel 

The Clinton administration 
has reportedly contemplated a 
plan to make public its US. pro- 
posals and apportion blame to 
Israel for the breakdown of the 
latest effort. 

Such a step would mark a pro- 
found shift in the US. policy 
towards Israel Washingtons 
closest Middle East ally and the 
number one recipient of US. aid 
estimated at over $3 billion. 

Meanwhile, Mr Netanyahu 
said Monday feat efforts were 
continuing 10 arrange a Mideast 
peace summit in Washington, 
amid reports feat a compromise 
was emetging over fee bey issue 
of further Israeli withdrawals 
from the West Bank. 

Speaking to visiting mayors 
from around the world, Mr. 
Netanyahu said Israel still could 
not jxxept certain US. proposals 
to break the 14-month deadlock 
in negotiations wife the Pales- 
tinians — notably concerning 
fee West Bank withdrawals and 
Pakstmbn action against terror- 
ism. 

“We still have work to do on 
mailers of redeployment and 
Palestinian compliance and a 
few other matters," he said. 


Aziz in Amman 
en route to Europe 


AMMAN i Agencies) — 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz arrived here 
Monday on his way to 
France, Italy and Belgium. 
He flew from the Iraqi- Jor- 
danian border to Amman on 
a Jordanian military heli- 
copter. an official said. 

Saturday. Mr. .Aziz said he 
would stop in Italy and Bel- 
gium after visiting France 
Wednesday and Thursday 
on a tour to explain the state 
of Iraq's relations with the 
United Nations. 


Upon his arrival in 
Amman, Mr. Aziz was met 
by Acting Foreign Minister 
Talal Sai’an Hasson and 
senior Foreign Ministry 
officials. Also welcoming 
Mr. Aziz was Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Sab- 
haf who is currently visiting 
Jordan as well as Iraq’s 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Noun Elweiss. 

An Iraqi official said 
Monday that Iraq is mobi- 
lizing its friends in Europe 
to help overcome U.S. 


opposition to the lifting of 
the sanctions. 

“An Iraqi offensive in 
friendly countries is needed 
to confront the U.S. hege- 
mony at the United 
Nations,” the official told 
Agency France Presse, 
declining to be named. 

Mr. Sahhaf on Monday 
praised Jordan's efforts to 
hasten the lifting of U.N. 
sanctions, Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. He 
has been in Amman since 
Friday. 


Zeroual says rich nations do little to help Africa 


CAIRO { AP) — Algerian 
President Lamain Zeroual 
on Monday accused wealthy 
Western nations of not 
doing enough 10 help 
African countries in their 
efforts 10 develop. 

Speaking to a meeting of 
leaders of 16 developing 
nations, Mr. Zeroual also 
said tha: Africa wants to 
play a bigger role in shaping 
the world economy. 

He said African nations 
often face “a negative or 
even hostile climate” as they 
try to develop and said 
wealth Western nations tried 
to marginalise developing 
states seeking to expand 
their economies. 

“We will continue our 
effort to stand up against,” 
he said. “The international 
community should give due 


consideration to the sacri- 
fices the African nations 
have made and to show 
more solidarity with Africa. 

“We are doing our share of 
the responsibility, but we 
believe that the international 
community is duty bound to 
do its share, too” Mr. Zer- 
oual said. 

He spoke to leaders of the 
G-15 group, which includes 
African. Asian and Latin 
American countries. Their 
meetings are focusing on the 
financial crisis that has 
badly hurt two member 
nations — Malaysia and 
Indonesia — as well as on 
cooperation between less 
developed countries. 

In his speech on behalf of 
African nations. Mr. Zer- 
oual said rich countries can 
help the continent's poor 


states by waiving debts and 
increasing aid and invest- 
ments. He said African 
states should be paid more 
for raw materials such as oil 
and minerals supplied to the 
West 

“These are just and legiti- 
mate demands for Africa, 
which is looking forward to 
development and advance- 
ment,” he said. 

Mr. Zeroual said the con- 
ference should make, these 
demands in recommenda- 
tions to the next meeting of 
fee World Trade Organisa- 
tion in Geneva next on May 
18. 

But he said African coun- 
tries should not remain idle 
and wait for help from oth- 
ers. ‘“We should find our 
ways to push fee develop- 
ment forward,” he said. 
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Israel reveals it has been holding 
alleged Iraq spy for eight years 


TEL AVIV {AFP) — Israeli 
authorities revealed Monday 
that they have been holding 
an Arab Israeli for eight 
years on charges of spying 
for Iraq. 

The supreme court autho- 
rised release of information 
concerning the case of Munir 
Fathi Said in a ruling which 
overturned a lower court 


decision to release the pris- 
oner from the remainder of 
his 1 3-year jail term. 

Mr. Said was convicted in 
1990 of espionage by a court 
in the northern city of 
Nazareth and was sentenced 
to 13 years in prison, accord- 
ing to a statement released by 
the supreme court. 

According to the charges 


against him, Mr. Said provid- 
ed Iraq between 19S1 and 
19S8 with photographs of 
classified Israeli military 
installations.' including the 
Dimona nuclear facility sus- 
pected of producing Israel's 
nuclear weapons arsenal, and 
of oil depots in the port city 
of Haifa. 

A prison parole board 


recently recommended Mr. 
Said’s release on condition 
he not leave the country and 
report regularly to the police. 

But the attorney general 
overruled the board, saying 
Mr. Said remained a danger 
to Israel’s security. 

The supreme court on 
Monday upheld the attorney 
general's decision. 


Israel releases Lebanese man 
after two years in captivity 


TYRE (AFP) — A Lebanese 
man, seized by Israel two 
years ago. was released 
Monday after an Israeli court 
found him innocent of con- 
ducting anti-Israeli attacks. 
Red Cross sources said. 

The Israeli army handed 
over a handcuffed and blind- 
folded Ali Ahmad Banjak, 
22. to Barbara Hiniennan. 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross's delegate 
in the town of Naqoura in the 


Israeli-occupied zone of 
south Lebanon, the sources 
said. 

The Red Cross took Mr. 
Banjak to the southern port 
city of Tyre where he was 
interrogated by the Lebanese 
army. He then headed home 
to the nearby village of She- 
haytiye, they said. 

Mr. Banjak was abducted 
August 15. 1996. by an 
Israeli commando in the 
Nabatiyeh region just 


beyond the occupied zone. 

He was found not guilty 
April 23 of membership in 
Hizbollah and of firing Katy- 
ousha rockets on northern 
Israel in April 1996 during 
Israel's Grapes of Wrath mil- 
itary offensive against 
Hizbollah in Lebanon. 

Hizbollah conducts most 
of the attacks against the 
zone, which Israel occupies 
to protect its northern territo- 
ries from cross-border attack. 


Three dead, 20 injured in 
attack on train south of Algiers 


ALGIERS (AP) — Three 
travellers were killed and 
20 injured in a bomb attack 
on a train south of Algiers, 
hospital workers said Mon- 
day. 

The official death toll in 
Sunday’s attack was two. 
The attackers were not 
identified, though Islamists 
were suspected. 

The attack took place 
near Boufarik. 35 kilome- 
tres south of the capital. 
The hospital officials, 
speaking on customary 
anonymity, said rwo of the 
injured were in serious con- 
dition. 


Booby-trapped corpse kills self-defence guard 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A member of an Algerian civilian self- 
defence group was killed and another person wounded by a 
booby-trapped corpse in Sidi Naamane. south of Algiers, the A1 
Watan newspaper reported Monday. The self-defence guard was 
killed immediately Sunday after triggering a bomb that had been 
placed under the body of an old man whose throat had been cut 
by suspected Islamist militants, the newspaper said. A civilian 
standing nearby was seriously injured in the blast Another two 
bombs were defused Sunday in Algiers, the daily Le Matin 
reported. 


The violence near Algiers 
came a day after a bomb 
exploded near a Turkish 
bathhouse in a_ working 
’ class neighbourhood, injur- “ 
ing as many as 30 people 


and breaking a two-month 
lull in attacks on the capital. 

There was no claim of 
responsibility, but suspi- 
cion fell on the Armed 
Islamic Group. 


FM apologises for Croatia’s 
World War II persecution of Jews 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Croat- 
ian Foreign Minister Mate 
Granic issued an emotional 
apology Monday for the per- 
secution of Jews under his 
country's pro-Nazi Ustashi 
regime during World War n. 

“Relying on its freedom- 
loving and ami-Fascist roots, 
the modem democratic 
Croatia in the strongest pos- 
sible terms condemns Fas- 
cism, racial hatred, xenopho- 
bia and anti-Semitism," Mr. 
Granic said during a visit to 
the Yad Vashem memorial to 
the six million Jews killed in 
the Holocaust. 

“I express and testify to the 
deepest regret and condem- 
nation of the persecution, 
suffering and the tragedy of 
the Jews on Croatian territo- 
ry under the Ustashi 
regime," said Mr. Granic. 


who is also deputy prime 
minister. 

Mr. Granic arrived late 
Sunday for the highest level 
visit to Israel by a Croatian 
official since the two nations 
established diplomatic rela- 
tions in September. 

He was due to meet later 
Monday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and sign a series 
of cooperation agreements 
on civil aviation and tourism. 

Israel refused to recognise 
Croatia when it gained inde- 
pendence from Belgrade in 
1991 because of a book by 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman which played down 
the role of the Ustashi 
regime in the extermination 
of tens of thousands of Jews. 

It finally established ties 
after Mr. Tudjman published 


an excised English transla- 
tion of his book and his gov- 
ernment issued a statement 
apologising for the crimes of 
the Fascist regime. 

Mr. Granic returned to the 
theme during his visit to the 
Yad Vashem memorial and 
museum, saying the facility 
was “an eternal warning that 
such crimes must not happen 
again. 

"Here the memory is kept 
of all those who risked and 
gave their lives to save their 
Jewish brothers and mankind 
against the atrocity of Nazi 
madness." he said. 

“On behalf of the govern- 
ment of Croatia and with 
deepest respect for the vic- 
tims of the Holocaust. I 
express eternal condemna- 
tion of the crime of genocide 
of six million Jews." he said. 


Israel 

refuses entry 
to musician 
for Nakba 
celebrations 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(.AFP) — Israeli authorities 
have prevented a Palestinian 
musician from entering the 
country to play at Palestinian 
celebrations marking the 50th 
anniversary of the “Nakba," or 
Catastrophe, the organisers 
said Monday. 

Marwan Abbadu, a Palestin- 
ian carrying an Austrian pass- 
port, has been held at Ben 
Gurion airport outside Tel Aviv 
since his arrival from Austria 
Sunday night, said Rania Ilyas, 
head of one of the groups 
which invited Mr. Abbadu. 

‘Israeli officials informed us 
that the interior ministry gave 
orders that Abbadu is to be 
barred from entering Israel for 
unknown security reasons,’’ 
said Ms. Ilyas, head of the 
Arab east Jerusalem-based 
cultural group Yabus. 

“They have said they will 
return him to Austria tonight, 
despite requests by the Austri- 
an embassy that he be allowed 
entry." she told AFP. 

Mr. Abbadu had been invited 
to give a series of perfor- 
mances in a “Song for Free- 
dom" programme marking the 
50th anniversary of the 1948 
war which surrounded the cre- 
ation of Israel, known by 
Palestinians as A1 Nakba. 

He was due to perform in 
Arab east Jerusalem, the West 
Bank towns of Bethlehem and 
Ramallah. and the northern 
Israeli town of Nazareth, Ms. 
Ilyas said 

Israeli authorities were not 
available for comment on Me 
Abbodu's case. 

“The interior ministry’s 
staremenis are lies and an 
attempt to prevent freedom of 
expression. Mr Addadu 
entered Israel last year for sev- 
eral performances and there 
was no talk of security prob- 
lems." Ms. Ilyas said 

Mohammad Yaaqub, of foe 
Palestinian National Institute 
for Music, another organiser of 
foe “Songs for Freedom" pro- 
gramme. called foe refusal to 
allow Mr. .Abbadu entry “a 
racist decision." 

“They aim to ruin any Pales- 
tinian activities which recall 
what happened 50 years ago in 
(he Nakba." he said 



Palestinian students at Hebron University, clad In the 
traditional chequered kofia (scarf), burn the American 
and Israeli flags Monday during a ceremony in the 
West Bank town of Hebron to mark the 50th anniver- 
sary of ‘ A1 Nakba.’ Arabic for ‘ Catastrophe,’ a term 
Palestinians and Arabs use for the date of the creation 
of the state of Israel (AFP photo) 


Palestinian protesters 
burn mock Jewish 
settlement in march 


HEBRON I AFP) — Palestin- 
ian university students blew 
up a model of a Jewish settle- 
ment during a demonstration 
here on Monday to mark the 
50th anniversary of the 
“Nakba." Catastrophe, wit- 
nesses said 

Several dozen students 
marched through Hebron Uni- 
versity-. while a group of stu- 
dents masked in keffiyeh 
scarves burned a cardboard 
model of a settlement then 
burned Israeli and American 
flags, witnesses said 

The youth branch of Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (H-O). as well as opposi- 
tion factions, participated in 
the demonstration, called to • 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the “Nakba,” as Palestinians 
call foe 1948 war which sur- 
rounded the creation of IsraeL 

Meanwhile, in the West 
Bank town of Nablus, some 
1000 children participated in 
a march in the Balata refugee 
camp, demanding the right of 
return for refugees in the occu- 


pied territories and neighbour- 
ing Arab countries. 

Three masked men led the 
march, firing Kalashnikovs in 
the air, witnesses said. 

“This march is a message of 
anger to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, to 
remind him that all our options 
are open." said Taysir Nasnial- 
lah. the top official for 
refugees in Nablus, in a 
speech to the crowd 
The Committee for the Pro- 
tection of Refugees’ Rights, 
which called the march, dis- 
tributed a statement demand- 
ing that Palestinian National 
Authority “call a halt to nego- 
tiations and security coopera- 
tion with Israel " 

The -authority “most assure 
the right of refiigees to return 
by declaring the creation of a 
Palestinian stare," the state- 
ment said 

The fere of the 3.5 million 
Palestinian refugees in the 
region is supposed to be deter- 
mined in negotiations for a 
final peace settlement between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 



Iran, 

search for remains 
of dead soldiers 



TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
Iraq began a joint search 
Monday" for the remains of 
soldiers killed close to their 
common border during their 
1980- 19SS war, Iran’s state 
radio announced 

Ten Iranian military offi- 
cers, equipped with heavy 
instruments, searched just 
inside Iraq in a first survey, the 
radio said 

An Iraqi team is expected 
here shortly for similar 
se arches in Iranian territory, 
the radio said 

It described the cooperation 
as “very important" in deter- 
mining the fete of those listed 
as missing-in-action (MIA) in 
the eight-year conflict 

Another Iranian team con- 
ducted a search Monday 
along the border river of 
Arvandrud (Shatt A1 Arab), 
according to the radio report 


The question of prisoners of 
war (PoWs) and the MIA was 
long a stumbling bloc to 
unproved ties between fee 
two neighbours. 

But fee two countries have 
reacted a settlement and been 
moving quickly in resolving 
both issues. They exchanged 
large numbers of PoWs in the 
past weeks and are to 
exchange more on May 15 to 
permanently close fee PoWs 
file. 

The remains of 39,230 Iran- 
ian soldiers have been found 
since the end of the war; 
which lolled around 300.000 
Iranians and left another 
500.000 wounded, most of 
them as invalids. 

Dozens of members of Iran- 
ian search teams have been 
killed in mine explosions dur- 
ing search operations for 
missing soldiers. 


Japanese chief of staff visits Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
chief of Japan’s army, Gener- 
al Yuji Fujinawa. held talks 
with Israel's Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai Monday 
on Middle East peace efforts 
and threats from weapons of 
mass destruction in fee region, 
fee Israeli defence ministry 
said. 

Mr. Fujinawa arrived in 
Israel Sunday for a three-day 
visit and to inspect Japanese 
troops participating in UJST. 
peacekeeping forces on fee 
Golan Heights. 

During their talks, Mr. 
Mordechai briefed fee Japan- 
ese officer on Israel’s propos- 
als to withdraw from fee 
buffer zone it occupies in 
south Lebanon if Beirut will 
take steps to prevent cross- 
border guerrilla attacks, the 


ministry said in a statement. 

Mr. Mordechai also 
expressed Israel’s interest in 
resuming peace talks wife 
Syria after a break cff more 
than two years, it said. 

The two men also discussed 
“the threat of missiles and 
chemical and biological 
weapons" development in the 
region, it said Israel has 
accused both Syria and Iran of 
developing non-conventional 
weapons and missiles capable 
of delivering them to fee Jew- 
ish state. 

Gen. Fujinawa was sched- 
uled to meet Tuesday wife his 
Israeli counterpart General 
Aranon Shabak, and to visit 
the headquarters of Israel’s 
northern command before 
leaving on Wednesday, fee 
army said 


Nearly 100 PKK rebels killed 
by Turkish army in two weeks 


ANKARA (AFP) — Ninety-nine Kurdish rebels from the sepa- 
ratist Kurdish Labour Ratty (PKK) have been killed by Utridsh 
security forces in fee past two weeks, officials said Monday. 

Nine rebels were wounded and 14 captured during the latest 
Turkish offensive in the east and south-east of the country, 
according to security officials quoted by Anatolia news agency. 

The PKK has bean fighting since 1984 to carve out an inde- 
pendent Kuidish state in Southeast Turkey. More than 29.000 
people have died in violence related to the PKK rebellion. 


Lebanese PM’s meeting wife 
Annan cancelled — PM's office 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri’s planned meeting with UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan in France 
Monday will nor take place, the Lebanese 
prime minister's office said No reason was 
given for foe cancellation of the meeting, 
which was announced Sunday, the same day 
that Mr. Hariri held talks with French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac. Mr. Hariri told the pro- 
government Lebanese newspaper AI Safe 
that the purpose of his visit to France was “to 
meet Chirac on the eve of the G-7/G-S sum- 
mit in Birmingham [England] and that no 
meeting with Mr. Annan had initially been 
planned" The independent Al Nahar news- 
paper said foe reason for foe cancellation 
was “unclear." “Some attribute it to the delay 
in Annan’s arrival in France, while others 


blame developments in the region and the 
need to keep an eye on foe Palestinian-lsaeli 
situation and its repercussions on Lebanon," 
Al Nahar said 


Fares Bweiz and other top Lebanese offi- 
cials Wednesday before beading for a simi- 
lar visit to neighbouring Syria. 


Arafat leaves for Brussels talks on Bethle- 
hem 2000 


Russian peace envoy 
to visit Beirut this week 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Russian Middle East 
Peace Envoy Victor Posuvalyuk is due in 
Beirut this week to discuss a recent Israeli 
offer for a conditional troop withdrawal 
from south Lebanon, foe Russian ambas- 
sador here said Monday. Russian Ambas- 
sador Oleg Peressypkine. after a meeting 
with the secretary general of the Lebanese 
foreign ministty. said Mr. Posuvalyuk will 
bold talks with Lebanese {foreign Minister 


GAZA CITY (AFP.) — Palestinian Resi- 
dent Yasser Arafat left his Gaza headquarters 
Monday for Brussels where he win attend an 
international conference to prepare for cele- 
brations in Bethlehem of the 2000th birthday 
of Christ, his office said. Mr. Arafat will 
attend a previously scheduled conference of] 
donor nations to discuss aid to the Palestin- 
ian National Authority to prepare for foe mil- 
lennium celebrations in Bethlebern — 
which Christian tradition holds was the 
birthplace of Jesus. During his visit, Mir. 
Arafat will also meet with Belgian Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene, his office said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Teh 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon — Pro Stars 

15:30 Small Talk — “Quiz 
Show" 

16:00 Drama Bordertown 

16:30 Doc. — The Health 
Show 

17:00 Route of Capricorn 

18:00 .French Programmes 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19^0 News headlines 

19:35 Step by Step — “Three 
Girisand Baby" 

20:10.. What Would You Do? 

2(h30 Encounter 

21:30 Drama— Rhodes 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature Rim — “The 
Heart of the Lie” 

23:45 Metro Cafe 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:08. Lair 

05:46 .(Sunrise) Duha 

12:32 Dhuhr 

16:12- ‘A$r 

19:28 Maghreb 

20:55 'isha 


CHURCHES 


St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieb. Tel. 5920740 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 

4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tei. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afran Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77 1 75 1. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 56S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
$L John the Baptist at De la 
Saife College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
fieh Tel. 5921)146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 46 i4 190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 


Church TeL 771331 
The American Orthodox 
Chnrch TeL 775261 
WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy with 
a chance of scattered showers 
particularly in the northern 
regions and winds westerly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, it 
will be partly cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate to active, 
and seas choppy. 


Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyim 4620 \ 1 5 
Dr. MunlherAl Qraini 779959 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..4637055 
Al Saiam pharmacy -.4636730 
Yacoob pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy „ 4623672 
ERBED: 

Dc Mazen A bn Bakir .276852 
Al Quds pharmacy < — > 


plaints - - -7S7111 

Telephone Information i directo- 
ry assistance t - 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs -5661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 


ZARQA: 

Dc Mazen Saffarini 9S5S32 

Khaiifeh pharmacy 985417 


Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity- Authority -815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Information....44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Iml Airpon ,„44-53200 


Al-Ahli. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army.Marka 8916)1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital - 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital 


departures 


Amman 11/21 

Aqaba 18/28 

Deserts .08/23 

Jordan Valley 16/28 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 24. Aqaba 30 Humid- 
ity 1 readings: .Amman 28 per 
cenL Aqaba 35 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Food Control Centre.....4637] II 
Chi! Defence Department .5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue... — .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 1 99 

Rescue Fti&ce 192.462! 111.4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank .775121 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Stigay „592I199 

Tte Mamie. AhJli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
8368 13. 856856 

Luzmib 4630195 


Zorqa 

(09)983323 

Notional Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..,..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
rnomonoo 

IRBED: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
(021275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
„„.(02 1272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
-..-.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Htspital 


07 JO 
07:45 
10:20 
10*25 
10:40 
10-.50 
17:05 
18:30 
19:00 


— -Damascus (RJ) 
.Sanaa (RJ) 


• — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

— 3rirut (RJ) 

-Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

; -Cairo (RJ) 

..Chicago, Amsterdam (RJj 
-London. Frankfort (RJ) 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Fakher BObeisi 5522233 

Dc Abdul M^pd Al ShaTr 439 1405 


Highway Police -....S434G2 

Traffic Police. 596390 

Public Security Dept™. 4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints .566 1 1 76 

897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 


Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ..-56Q7Q7I 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 


103)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Other Flights 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

— -.-Aden (1Y) 

14:25 Munich (LH) 

15:00 : Istanbul (TK) 

18:05 --.-Kiev (6U> 

18 JO ..-Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

W:0 ® — Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

2 1:10 -Beirut (ME) 

- Cairo (MS) 

^5^5 -LamacafCY) 

— Amsterdam (KL) 

00^5 Bucharest (RO) 

0*00 — -Rome t AZ) 

W:25 London (BC) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

19:20 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) ^ 

23£5 Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

08:50 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
12:30 ....-Brussels, London (RJ) 
12:35 ....-Berlin, Frankfort (RJ) 
13:00 . — Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:40 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21;4© Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 


Other Flights 

■07:25 — Frankfort (LH) 


14--H) _ 
14:30 

Riyadh (SV) 

15:15 

16:00 

19-05 

— Munich (LH) 
..^...Jstanbul (TK) 
fCipv (6U1 

19-30 

21:10... 

— Dubai( £K) 

22:40 


00;40-.Betnit, Amsterdam (KL) 
01^5 RnrfanKr (RO) 

04:00 

J^ome (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) CRW) 

17:30 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 
port )(RW) 

21 JO -Aqaba (fiom QAIA) (RW) 
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Dam 

today 


KARAMEH (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
will formally inaugurate 
the Karameh Dam in the 
Jordan Valley at a ceremo- 
ny today. 

The JD5I million dam, 
which has a capacity of 55 
million cubic metres of 
water, is the second largest 
in the country after the 
King Tala! Dam, with an 
SO million cubic metre 
capacity. 

According to Moham- 
mad Habashneh, secretary 
general of the Jordan Val- 
ley Authority, construction 
of the dam began on 
March 3. 1994 and was 
completed in October 
1997. 

The government 

financed 45 per cent of the 
total cost of the project, 
while a loan from the 
Kuwait-based Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social 
Development covered the 
rest, Mr. Habashneh said. 

The dam, which was 
built by a consortium of 
local and foreign firms, 
measures 45 metres high 
and 2,150 metres long and 
includes a pumping station 
to transfer water from the 
dam's reservoir to the 
King Abdullah Canal for 
crop irrigation in the Jor- 
dan Valley, he added. 



UJ FACULTY MARKS 25TH ANNIVERSARY: University of Jordan President 
Fawzi Gharaibeb inspects an exhibition organised by the Faculty- of Agriculture I 
marking its silver jubilee (University of Jordan photo) 


Book fair features offerings 
for children, educators 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In order to intro- 
duce die latest concepts in the 
field of education and to meet 
die needs of local educational- 
ists and students, the Friends of 
Children OutvFbrurn last 
week opened the first 
Resource/Reading Book Fair 
in Amman. 

Over 10,000 books are cur- 
rently being exhibited at the 
chib, accompanied by video 
cassettes and other learning 


accessories. 

“To help teachers and admin- 
istrators working with children, 
we thought we should get the 
best bodes available in various 
fields and introduce them to 
our public,” said club Director 
Margo Malatjalian. 


Technological developments 
have made education more 
accessible and increased 
demand for new concepts in 
education. With the Internet, 
computer education has 
become pan of school auricu- 
la, Ms. Malarjalian noted. "This 
is why we have included com- 
puter books and publications 
on ocher subjects which have 
not been available in the past.” 
she told the Jordan Hines. 

Ms. Malatjalian. who has 
promoted children's education 
for the past 30 years through 
various mediums including 
theatre and literature, said she 
believed it was necessary to 
expose children to bodes from 
an early stage. 

Ms. ' Malatjalian said the 
approach used in introducing 
bodes to children was funda- 


mental in determining a child's 
frnure outlook toward the writ- 
ten word Using visual supple- 
ments. such as videos, she said, 
does not undermine the impor- 
tance of reading, but only 
enriches and broadens the 
scope of a child's imagination. 

A few children’s books by 
local writers, including ones by 
Ms. Malatjalian. were on dis- 
play. But they were obviously 
few in number as “reading is 
not pan of our tradition.” 
according to one local publish- 
er 

”1 hope that one day we as 
Arabs will be able to produce 
such sophisticated books in 
terms of quality and quantity,** 
Ms. Malatjalian said, adding 
that the problem of illiteracy in 
the Arab World had to be tack- 
led and overcome. 


Media conference to examine Arab-European relations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Media expens from 13 
Arab countries and Germany will gather in 
Anfin§n today tq djsquss geo-ppUpcaltjrob; j 
fera'firtindCtOT Wraf Arab-Eriropeanrela^ * 
lions and human rights in the Arab World. 

Over the three-day meeting, several work- 
ing papers by German and Dutch professors 
as well as one by professor Saadeddin 
Ibrahim from the American University of 
Cairo and K. Hafez from the Hamburg Insti- 
tute will be reviewed. 


Topics on the meeting’s agenda include 
humaff rights, women's rights, protection of 
-tj^Jayk jhe rosjd toward democracy, Arab 
■-countries relations with Eorope f Islam and 
the West, and globalisation. 

German specialists will also give a lecture 
on Arab-German media dialogue as a fol- 
low-up to the 1 997 Heidelberg Media Son- 


mar. 


According to a statement Monday from 
the German embassy in Amman, the spe- 


cialists represent Jordan, Egypt. Qaiar. 
Kuwait. Yemen, Morocco, Lebanon. 
Bahrain, Algeria. Oman,Tunisia. Saudi Ara- 
bia and the Palestinian National Authority, 
in addition to a group of leading German 
media figures. 

The statement said that in view of the 
increased importance of the media in for- 
eign relations in the age of globalisation, 
politics and diplomacy have begun assum- 
ing different dimensions. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cabinet accepts SharaFs retirement 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet on Monday approved 
the retirement of Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf as of May 1 . 

RJ begins smoke-free flights to New York 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ) on Monday 
allocated one non-smoking flight to New York every 
Wednesday as of this month. This decision came in 
line with RJ’s policy to promote public safety. 

Eight killed in road accidents in one week 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Traffic Department reported 
on Monday chat there were 648 road accidents from 
April 25 to May 2. killing eight people and injuring 
252. Amman topped the list, registering 57.9 per cent 
of the total accidents throughout the Kingdom. 
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what's going on 


AMERICAN ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

* Lecture by Salwa MIkdadi 
Nashashibi emhJed “The Poli- 
tics of Identity: Contemporary 
Arab Art in the U-S.” at the 
American Center. Abdoun at 
fcOOpun. 

* Guitar and oud conceit 
“East Meets Wki” by Jad Ask- 
oul and Sakha - Hattar at the 
American Cana. Abdoun cm 
^^thiesday May'13 at 7:00 pm. 

THE FIRST 
UNIVERSITIES 
THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Irbid, Umvoriiy play “The 
Associated to Life” (in Arabic) 
jat the Royal Cultural Centre at 
7:00 pm 

* Yannouk University play 
“Hie Dun* Servant” fm Ara- 
bic) at the Royal Cultural Gentre 
iw Wednesday, May 13. at 7.-00 

[pm. - 

PIANO RECITAL 

* Rano rerital by 10-year-okl 
l^tiaixian pianist Karim Saed ar 

*e Royal Cultural Centre on 

pkhesday May 13 at 8iX) pm 


FILMS 

* "Shirley Ydentine” at the 
British Council, JabaJ Amman 
at 7:00 pjn. (Also screening 
children’s film entitled “Animal 
Farm” on Wednesday May 13 at 
6:00 pra. 

exhibitions 

* Photo exhibition “Ftederico 
Garriti Lorca” and bode exhibi- 
tion ‘Lorca Translated Into Ara- 
bic" at Institute Cervantes. Jabal 
Amman (TeL 4610858), until 
Mav25. 

* "Sculpture Designs” by 
Jewellery Designer Suzanne El 
Maay and Sculptor Samer 
Tabba at the American Center. 
Abdoun until May 25. 

* Works by Ecuadorian artist 
Otroedo Quimbita at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until 
May 12. 

* Paintings by Lebanese- 

American artist Etel Adrian ero- 
ded ‘•Artist's Book of Ait and 
Poetry” at DaratAl Fiinun, Jabal 
Wtabdeh, until May 28. Also 
displaying woks by Boiin- 
fraavt Syrian artist Marwro 
Bashi entitled “A Suite of; 
Heads,” and works by oOTtem- 
ponny Arab artists. 


Three-day family medical 
conference opens tomorrow 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
danian Family Medicine Soci- 
ety will open a three-day meet- 
ing tomorrow at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre under the slogan 
“the challenges of the 21st cen- 
ony” 

Mohammad Halalsheh, 
spokesperson of the conference, 
said 200 doctors specialising in 
family medicine from Arab and 
foreign countries are expected 
to take part in the meeting, 
which will discuss 44 working 
papers in 13 sessions. 

The papers will be submitted 
by doctors from the U.S.. 
Britain, Australia, Syria. Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Oman, Bahrain and Pales- 
tine, in addition to Jordan, 
according to Dr. Halalsheh. 


Topics on the agenda include 
emergency and primary med- 
ical care, medical management, 
quality control, and continued 
medial education, among oth- 
ers, he said. 

Dr. Halalsheh added that the 
conference aims at strengthen- 
ing contacts among specialists 
in family medicine and pooling 
efforts toward raising ibe pro- 
fession's standard of service to 
the public. 

The Arab delegates will hold 
a special meeting in order to 
establish an Arab union for fam- 
ily medicine doctors. On the 
sidelines of the conference, an 
exhibition will be organised by 
a number of major Arab and 
foreign manufacturers of medi- 
cine and medical equipment. 
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Iraqi foreign minister thanks 
King for efforts in lifting sanctions 


AMMAN {J.T.i — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Sahhaf on Monday 
said he was pleased w ith the 
outcome of his meetings 
over the past two days with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and government leaders. 

“The meetings 1 had with 
Jordanian leaders cave me a 
chance to present informa- 
tion and facts and to discuss 
issues of common interest," 
said Mr. Sahhaf to Jordan 
Television following a 


Storing with Senate Speak- 
er Zei 3 Rifai. 

Earlier, Mr. Sahhaf me! 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiair. Nlajali. Lower House 
of Parliament Speaker Sa'd 
Hay el Srour and other 
senior officials. 

Expressing appreciation 
of Jordan's support for the 
Iraqi people, Mr. Sahhaf 
said the talks reflected the 
strong tie 1 ' between the peo- 
ples of the two countries. 

At the meetins wiih Mr. 


Rifai. Mr. Sahhaf praised 
the vital role played b\ 
King Hussein and his 
efforts and contacts with 
various Arab and foreign 
countries toward lifting the 
sanctions on Iraq. He 
expressed hope that the 
King's role would bear 
fruit. 

Mr. Rilai expressed satis- 
faction with the improve- 
ment of relations between 
Iraq and the U.N. weapons 
inspection teams. He 


expressed hope that the con- 
tinued improvement of rela- 
tions would result in ending 
the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

The Senate speaker also 
reaffirmed Jordan's princi- 
pled stand on the Iraqi ques- 
tion. stressing that the 
efforts exerted by King 
Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan will eventually 
secure the lifting of the 
sanctions. 


Agreement 
reached to 
combat 
pollution 
in Aqaba- 
Eilat area 

By Ahmad Khatib 

Special la iht Jordan Toner. 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Israeli environment delegates 
have agreed to bunch a Fong- 
term action plan to control pol- 
lution caused b\ sewage treat- 
ment plants at the twin Red 
Sea cities of Aqaba and Eilat 
and to combat sw arms of mos- 
quitoes irritating residents and 
tourists, a Jordanian official 
said Monday. 

Jordan Vailey Authority Sec- 
retary General Duraid Mahas- 
neh, who led the Jordanian 
team at talks with Israeli offi- 
cials on Sunday, said it was 
agreed at the meeting to regu- 
larly spray pesticides in the 
area to fight mosquitoes and 
flies and to monitor the two 
plants that were attracting 
these insects. 

He. told the Jordan Tunes 
that Jordanian experts would 
start an environment-friendly 
spraying drive in .Aqaba on 
Wednesday, focusing on areas 
hit hardest by mosquitoes. 

"The action plan considers 
the vegetation and the biodi- 
versity in the area, especially 
the birds," Dr. Mahasrteh said. 
“So. the spraying process will 
be well-controlled and limited 
within some areas.” 

Israel radio has occasionaliy 
wamed Eilat beach-goers from 
swimming in the sea because 
of pollution caused by the 
wastewater treatment plant 
that was working at over 
capacity’. 

Israelis have also com- 
plained of bad smells coming 
from a similar plant in Aqaba. 
Both plants are situated near 
the border. 

Specialists from both coun- 
tries, who have been meeting 
in line with the 1994 Jordan- 
ian-Israeli peace treaty-, which 
has a chapter on environmental 
cooperation, had failed to 
define the main source of the 
mosquito problem. 

Another joint committee has 
also held several sessions to ay 
and find a solution for flies 
bothering residents of the 
Dead Sea area and various 
parts of the Jordan Valley. 


Water authority begins enforcing 
distribution programme Saturday 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 
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AMMAN — Tne Jordan 
Water Authority iJW.Aj will 
begin enforcing its annual 
rw o-Ja\ w ^er distribution 
programme across the King- 
dom on Saturday as pan of 
efforts to cut down on con- 
sumraeri during the peal: 
summer season, an official 
said Monday. 

The programme aims at 
ensuring a fairer share of 
w ater for oi! areas across the 
country by providing water 
only on certain day s during 
summer, w hen many Jordan- 
ian expariaies and .Arab v isi- 
tors spend months in the 
Kingdom. 

Officials estimate thai peal, 
summer demand creates an 
additional 33 per cent short- 
age in addition to the chronic 
water crisis. 

'■Jordon suffers from a 
dearth of underground water 
and we cannot find new- 
water sources," JWA Secre- 
taty General Muniher 
Khleilai told a press confer- 
ence. “We can only handle 
the shortage by implement- 


ing a distribution plan us well 
as continuing efforts to dig 
more wells, improve 
resources and modernise 
water pumping and distribu- 
tion machines to cover the 
increasing demands of citi- 
zens.” 

According to recent stud- 
ies. Jordan will face a water 
deficit of about 9S0 million 
cubic metres in the vear 
2000. 

“Despite Jordan's use of all 
available water sources over 
the past years, still it wit- 
nessed a growing water 
deficit," an official told the 
Jordan Times. 

Further aggravating the 
country 's water situation are 
water leakages caused by the 
country's ageing network. 
The JWA is about to com- 
plete a modernisation drive of 
Amman's water network, 
relying on help from Western 
donors and Japan. 

He urged citizens to ratio- 
nalise their water use and to 
report am complaints to the 
JWA. 

Here is the water disoibu- 
tion programme for the 
Greater Amman and North of 


.Amman areas as prov ided by 
the JWA: 

Saturday. Wednesday 
Jabal Amman 1st Circle-Uh 
Circle. Juba! Weibdeh, Jabal 
AJ Hussein. A1 Nuzha 
Sunday, Thursday 
Shmeisani, Sport City. Jabal 
.Amman 4th- 5th Circle 
Sunday, Monday, 

Tuesday 

A1 Ashrafia. Marka 
Monday. Tuesday 
Ras .AJ '.Ain 
Tuesday, Friday 
Urn Utheina. Rabia. 

Gardens Sl 
S unday. Thursday 
Swefieh 

Monday, Friday 
Abdoun 

Monday, Friday 
Abu Nseir 3/4/5/S 
Tuesday, Saturday 
Abu Nseir 1/2/6/7 
Saturday, Sunday, 

Monday 

Sweileh 

Monday, Tuesday 
University Housing 
6:00 aon. till 6:00 pan. 
(daily) 

Univ ersity of Jordan, Jordan 
University Hospital 


Regulatory commission cracks 
down on sub-standard equipment 


By .Ahmed Naser 

Special .*/■ ’lit Jordan Tuiurr 

.AMMAN — The Telecommu- 
nications Regulatory Commis- 
sion iTRC) is intensifying its 
efforts to ensure that products 
being sold on Jordanian mar- 
kets meet specifications set out 
by the Telecommunications 
Law. 

A recent notice posted in the 
.Arabic daily .AJ Ra'i stated that 
a quantity of sample devices — 
mostly phones — sent in by 
local Importers would be 
destroy ed for failing io meet 
qualification tests. 

The telephones submitted by 
companies for qualification 
testing would have electrocuted 
users, disturbed regular net- 
works arid “simply not ring." 
said Mahmoud Wrdkat, direc- 
tor of the TRC'.s Technical and 
Licensing .Affairs department. 

Other illicit products includ- 
ed cordless phones that are not 
secure and pose threats to users 
since other people can use the 


line to run up biffs and eaves- 
drop on the rightful owner of 
the phone number, Mr. Wreikat 
added. 

"People still do not realise the 
importance of regulation and 
the way it can protect them." 
said Mr. WreikaL 

The department's qualifying 
process requires a complying 
statement from the equipment's 
supplier and a test sample, 
which is destroyed if the prod- 
uct is disqualified. 

"Products that are not com- 
pliant should not be touched... 
because their manufacturers are 
not liable for sustained 
injuries," said Mr. WreikaL He 
added that the complying state- 
ment is extremely important 
because it ensures that the sup- 
plier is liable for injuries related 
to the use of equipment it sup- 
plies. 

Mr. Wreikat said he follows 
up on the correspondence of 
these complying statements to 
ensure their authenticity. 

He added that these products 


are tested once for approval to 
save time, and if the sample 
product meets the law's 
requirements, then it may be 
mass marketed in the country. 

However, devices that are 
disqualified cannoi be submit- 
ted for more trials. 

"Some companies still Con- 
nor understand thai once a 
product is disqualified, it is 
barred from entering the coun- 
try,'' he said. 

The TRC faced a dilemma of 
having to store sample exhibits 
as their owners delayed 
retrieval in the hope of a second 
testing. 

Modelled on the United 
Stales' Federal Communica- 
tions Commission (FCC) and 
established in late 1995, the 
TRC has the established goal of 
protecting Jordan's consumers, 
networks, service providers 
and equipment supplier*. 

"We don't want countries to 
think that Jordan is a dumping 
ground for non -compliant 
devices." Mr. Wreikat noted. 


Soft drink giants continue promotional battle for market share 


By Mouther Murjan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — U.S. soft drink giants 
Pepsi Cola International and Coca- 
Cola are waging a promotional bat- 
tle in Jordan to grab a tight but 
ever-expanding market of 4.5 mil- 
lion people. 

Pepsi has more of the market 
thanks to its long, uninterrupted 
presence here, while Coke’s entry 
to Jordan five years ago after being 
on an Arab boycott list imposed 
after the 1967 war, has meant an 
uphill battle for marker share. 

“There is massive competition 
between Pepsi Cola and Coca- 
Cola. Both are 100 per cent active. 
If one company makes a special 
offer, the other company will match 
jt in a different way,” said Ahmad 
Salem, a manager at a leading 
superstore in Amman selling both 
brands. 

Coca-Cola offers customers a 
350 ml bottle for 150 fils, the same 
price as a 250 ml bottle of Pepsi. 

In turn, Pepsi last summer had a 
contest with die possibility of win- 
ning a bicycle through collecting 
bottle caps. 

Billboards, signs and stands bear- 


ing the trademarks and logos of 
both competitors decorate most 
shops, supermarkets. popular 
restaurants and highways in a 
major batile io win hearts that 
begun in earnest only two years 
ago. 

While known all over the world 
for their rivalry, Pepsi and Coca- 
Cola’s drive to grab a larger share 
appears set io intensify’ in a market 
that is expected to nearly double in 
the next decade but remains sensi- 
tive to consumer loyalty, seniority 
and price. 

A recent report by market 
research group Euromonitor 
showed that the Middle East soft 
drink market was expected to grow 
by 85 per cent in volume between 
1997 and 2005. It said the market 
was already up bv 58 per cent since 
1991. 

Both soft drink companies are 
also trying to make their products 
more appealing to a market which 
is increasingly adopting a ■ more 
Western consumer lifestyle. 

Coca Cola has so far been con- 
centrating on building infrastruc- 
ture as a first step to capture market 
leadership in the future. 

Pepsi has taken the role of vener- 


able old-timer in the fight, looking 
back to the law I950's when Ft 
began selling its product at a fran- 
chised bo riling company. 

“We have been in the marker for 
almost 40 years now.” said Bilal 
Utoom, planning and research 
manager ai ADRPO Advertising, 
which handles Pepsi’s promotion 
across the Kingdom. “We have 
been growing steadily over the 
years and I believe we now own 75 
per cent of the market" 

His assessment of Pepsi’s market 
share was confirmed by most 
traders. 

Atlanta-based Coca-Cola last 
year bought out the local bottling 
company set up in 1993 by a group 
of Jordanian and Arab investors. 
The dissolved firm claimed then 
that it had captured 20 per cent of 
the marker. A major advantage 
came with the entry of U.S. fast 
food gjant McDonald’s, which sells 
only Coke at the three restaurants it 
opened in Amman in late 1996. 

“We are here to stay.” said Ayman 
Jiimean, district manager at Coca- 
Cola Near East. 

The corporation recently raised 
its capital investment in Jordan to 
JD20 million from JD 15 million. 


"Coca-Cola did noi invest [JD20 
million] so that it just sits and 
waits... we plan to expand and to 
grow to the maximum.” Mr. 
Jumean said. 

Both companies have refused to 
disclose their annual sales turnover, 
production and volume growth. 

Both companies are vying to 
sponsor many of the exhibitions 
and ’sports events, hoping for maxi- 
mum exposure. 

Mr. Jumean said Coca-Cola's 
Jordan operation was following 
international standards set by the 
mother company — focusing on 
environment-friendly policies and 
improving the lot of their employ- 
ees. 

“All in all. Coca-Cola does busi- 
ness here in the same way it does 
every where else around the world,” 
he told the Jordan Tunes. “Since 
Coca-Cola officially took over, we 
brought our international standards 
to the local surroundings.” 

Both are using promotional cam- 
paigns focusing on their product's 
unique refreshment in a country 
where summer temperatures can 
soar beyond 36 degrees Celsius. 

Pepsi is using its universal pro- 
motional theme "generation next," 


explained Mr. Utoom. "Pepsi's 
theme is activity, spons and the 
new generation.'’ 

However, many shopowners and 
consumers alike say they have 
found themselves engulfed in an 
ongoing price battle between both 
cola makers. Others said they 
remained loyal to the brand they 
have been consuming for decades. 

“The major reason for having 
such a large base of consumers is 
our seniority, and the loyalty based 
on that." said Mr. Utoom. 

Nader Ismael, who described 
himself as a faithful Pepsi drinker, 
echoed similar views. "My choice 
of Pepsi as a drink is not based on 
price or anything else,” he iold the 
Jordan Times outside a fast food 
joinL “It has always been there and 
1 am used to it. I wouldn’t change it 
for anything.” 

Momaser Abdullah, a Coca-Cola 
supporter, said the drink had all he 
needed. “I love Coca Cola because 
it has the taste I need and like,” he 
added. 

"The various sizes of the Coca- 
Cola containers and their prices are 
exceptional... This has added to the 
attractiveness of the product, main- 
ly its taste." 


4 World News 


Exit poll gives Estrada 


lead in the Philippines 


MANILA (R) — Millions 
voted in the Philippines 
Monday for a new president 
in one of the world’s rowdi- 
est democracies, and an exit 
poll released just before 
voting ended suggested a 
big win for former movie 
star Joseph Estrada. 

Voting was largely peace- 
ful. but polling in one 
province was maned by gun 
battles killing at least three 
people and preventing tens 
of thousands from casting 
their ballots, officials said. 

Police said the deaths in 
the province of Lanao del 
Sur on the southern island 
of Mindanao brought to 39 
the number of people killed 
in a sometimes bitter elec- 
tion campaign. Police said 
earlier Monday the toll was 
32. 

Election officials put the 
turnout by noon at 65 per 
cent and forecast an overall 
SO per cent, despite searing 
tropical temperatures of up 
to 38 Celsius. 

At stake were more than 
17.000 positions from pres- 
ident and members of con- 
gress to provincial gover- 
nors and councillors. 

Voting in Manila. Mr. 
Estrada, surrounded by 
cheering supporters, 

appeared triumphant. I feel 
great, he said. It's all over 
bar the counting. 

Most pre-polling day sur- 
veys forecast a clear win for 
Mr. Estrada, but house 
speaker Jose de Venecia, the 
ruling Lakas Party candi- 
date. vowed to pull off the 
biggest upset in Philippine 
political history. 


An exit poll released 
shortly before polls closed 
at 3 p.m. (0700 GMT) 
showed Mr. Estrada far 
ahead of his nine rivals. 
Private radio station DZRH 
conducted the poll. 

It said 36.1 per cent of 
13.491 people it polled 
around the country said they 
voted for Mr. Estrada, more 
than double the 1 8 per cent 
for de Mr. Venecia, his near- 
est rival. 

Actual results of the elec- 
tion are not expected to be 
known for about two weeks. 
About 34 million voters are 
registered and their ballots 
are counted manually. 

A citizens' watchdog des- 
ignated to carry out an unof- 
ficial vote count hopes to 
tally 90 per cent of the 
results in 10 days. 

The armed forces and 
police were put on high 
alert to forestall violence 
during the polls, which out- 
going President Fidel 
Ramos labelled a test of 
Philippine democracy. Mr. 
Ramos is barred by the con- 
stitution from a second six- 
year term. 

In Lanao del Sur. two peo- 
ple were killed when fol- 
lowers of rival mayoral can- 
didates staged a gun battle 
in the centre of Butig town 
after voting began, said an 
official of the citizens poll 
watchdog, the National 
Movement for Free 
Election. 

We heard fighting is still 
going on ... The volunteer 
who reported to us by radio 
was so scared his voice was 
shaking because be was at 


the scene, the group's 
regional chairman 

Abdulgani Marohombsar 
told Reuters by telephone. 

In nearby Malabang town, 
another person was shot 
dead and two people 
wounded when other armed 
groups supporting rival 
mayoral candidates opened 
Ere at each other. 

In five towns in the 
province more than 40,000 
voters were unable to vote 
either because gunmen 
roamed near polling centres 
or blocked roads to prevent 
delivery of ballot boxes. 

In one town, election offi- 
cials were so scared of the 
gunmen they fled to another 
town. Mr. Marohombsar 
said- 

Police had identified 425 
towns and cities as potential 
flashpoints because of 
fierce local rivalries. 

Mr. Ramos told reporters 
he .was very, very optimistic 
about the conduct of gener- 
ally honest, orderly and 
peaceful elections. 

However. Mr. Estrada’s 
camp warned of mass cheat- 
ing, saying it was the only 
way their candidate could 
lode. 

If somebody’s going to 
cheat, it's going to be now. 
said Senator Orlando 
Mercado. an Estrada 
spokesman. It's now that 
they're preparing the ballot 
sheets so we have to watch 
out. 

Commentators said it was 
crucial the poll be regarded 
as ,clean and fair abroad. 

The Philippines needs to 
be 1 perceived by the outside 


world as politically stable if 
it is not to be totally 
engulfed by the financial 
crisis battering the region, 
the Manila standard said in 
an editorial. It is therefore 
imperative that today's elec- 
tions be clean and honest. 

Mr. Estrada — whose 
nickname Erap Is Pal in 
Filipino spelled backwards 
— is hugely popular among 
poor Filipinos, who idolise 
him for his Robin hood-type 
movie roles. 

As Mr. Estrada voted, 
Menquides Ordonez. 70, 
who is unable to read and 
write, said: "This is very 
important. We need a 
change." Asked for who he 
would vote, he said: “I don't 
have to look very far." 

Mr. Estrada's reputation 
as a womaniser and drinker 
has earned him the scorn of 
the Roman Catholic church, 
an influential institution in 
the S5 per cent Catholic 
country. The business com- 
munity worries about his 
lack of an economic back- 
ground and he has also 
faced allegations — which 
he also denies — of links to 
drug barons. 

Mr. de Venecia, voting in 
the northern city of 
Dagupan. appealed to vot- 
ers ro follow their con- 
science. 

Do not vote for candidates 
who are associated with the 
drug lords and the gambling 
syndicates, and the agents 
of corruption and the agents 
of crime. These are the peo- 
ple who are destroying the 
fabric of Philippine society, 
he said. 


Bosnia’s armies trained to 

i 

clear mines they, left behind 


TRAVNIK. Bosnia- 

Henzegovina (AFP) — 
Midhat Skender, 28, puts on 
a heavy flak-jacket and hel- 
met as he goes out to a 
mock minefield for training 
with a mine detector. 

It’s not a new job for him 
— he cleared many mines 
during the Bosnian war — 
but his gear is. “We would 
go to the minefields in jeans 
and tennis shoes." he 
recalled. “We did not have 
protective equipment." 

Skender is one of 28 sol- 
diers in Bosnia’s mainly 
Muslim Federation Army 
who this month are under- 
going a 21 -day mine clear- 
ing training programme al 
one of three centres set up 
in March and sponsored by 
the U.S. government. 

Muslim soldiers are being 
trained at Travnik. 60 kilo- 
meters (35 miles) northwest 
of Sarajevo, Serb army 
troops in the northwest city 
of Banja Luka and Croat 
personnel at Mostar, in the 
south. 

Local army instructors are 
doing the training, super- 
vised by U.S. officers. 
Classes last nine hours per 
day. Upon graduation dem- 
iners in both of Bosnia's 
entities — the Muslim- 
Croat Federation and the 
Serbs’ Republika Srpska — 
will receive the same cer- 
tificates. 

There are an estimated 
one million landmines scat- 
tered all over Bosnia today, 
deadlv leftovers of the 43- 
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• month, war. ThfiyukiUnior 
maim 50 people a month. 

Up till now mine clearing 
has been done by various 
civilian agencies supervised 
by the United Nations. 

The aim is to shift more of 
the work to Bosnia's three 
armies, but the soldiers in 
the field know that their 
civilian counterparts get 
better pay and insurance 
benefits. 

“Our main concern is that 
once these soldiers are 
trained they will fmd better- 
paying jobs with some other 
organisation," said Major 
Sejim Jazmin. commander 
of the unit that is undergo- 
ing training in Travnik. 

In the federation array 
deminers get 800 German 
marks ($450) a month, well 
above the national average 
pay of 300 marks — but 
less than the 1.300 to 1,500 
marks that a deminer in a 
civilian agency gets. 

That is if they get paid at 
all. Deminers in a unit of 
the Serb army went on 
strike a few weeks ago 
because they had not 
received pay packets for 
some time. 

Jazmin said another prob- 
lem that demining units 
face is the lack of the neces- 
sary equipment such as 
emeigeney vehicles, flack 
jackets and mine detectors. 

“I have a team now work- 
ing on demining in Sarajevo 
without a proper ambulance 
standing by." he said. 

Demining in Bosnia is 


Ul.lk 


ircodrdinated by the- -U.N.’s 
Mine Action Centre, whose 
programme manager, Ian 
Mansfield, pointed to the 
difference between mine 
clearing and “mine lifting." 

The former involves an 
almost 100 per cent sweep 
of a suspected minefield, 
while the latter only 
involves pulling out mines 
described on maps when 
they were laid — and 
potentially leaving many 
mines in the 


unrecorded 

ground. 

For the 


time being. 
Bosnian armies limit them- 
selves to mine lifting, leav- 
ing the civilian organisa- 
tions to do clearing work to 
U.N. standards, which is 
also known as “humanitari- 
an clearing." 

Asmir Ramulj. a senior 
lieutenant in the federation 
army, told AFP that a lack 
of thorough information 
about minefields is a major 
problem. 

But Mansfield said the 
Mine Action Centre has 
gathered complete informa- 
tion about mines in Bosnia. 
“Our data base is freely 
available to everyone." he 
said. 

As far as cooperation 
between the former waning 
sides is concerned, mine- 
field maps have been 
exchanged, but Mr. Ramulj 
said their accuracy should 
be questioned. “These maps 
are old and we cannot rely 
on them," he said. 


Arrested British-Australian 
faces charges in Myanmar 


3ANGKOK (AFP) — 
British and Australian diplo- 
nats are pushing for better 
onsular access to their dual- 
itizen detained in Myanmar 
or allegedly coUatwrating 
vith an outlawed resistance 
;roup, officials said Monday. 
“The British and 
Australian embassies are 
eeking joint consular access 
nd we were in the court this 
nnming.’' Australian 

Ambassador to Myanmar 
.yndall McLean told AFP by 
tiephone from Yangon 
Rangoon). 

James Rupert Russell 
tfawdsley, 25. a citizen of 
oth Britain and Australia, is 


facing illegal entry charges 
after being arrested on April 
30 near the Thai bonier, 
shortly after crossing into 
Myanmar without a visa or 
passport. 

Sources said Mr. 
Mawdsley had appeared in a 
Yangon court Monday but 
the proceedings were 

adjourned until Wednesday. 

“We have been allowed to 
meet him but so far we have 
been a bit disappointed with 
the consular access and we 
are pushing for longer meet- 
ings with him,'' Mr. McLean 
said. 

Sources said Mr. 

Mawdsley had complained 


to embassy officials of being 
poorly treated while in cus- 
tody. 

The prosecution alleged 
Mr. Mawdsley had been 
handing out pamphlets from 
the Thai-based All Burma 
Students' Democratic Front 
(ABSDF). a democracy 
group labelled "terrorists” by 
Myanmar's ruling junta, 
sources said. 

Last week a state-run 
newspaper in Yangon said 
Mr. Mawdsley was a “mer- 
cenary terrorist” who had 
crossed the border “with the 
intent to cause disturbances 
to disrupt stability of the 
state.” 


Indian PM 
intervenes 
in bid to 
end nurses 
strike 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
Prime Minister Acai Behari 
Vajpayee launched an initiative 
Monday to end a nurses' strike 
which has disrupted hospitals 
and organisers claim is starting 
to spread outside New Delhi. 

The Press Trust of India, 
quoting official sources, said 
the premier asked his parlia- 
mentary affairs minister. 
Madan Lai Khurana. to begin 
talks with nurses to end the 
week-long strike. 

“Talks are in progress to 
reach an amicable settlement," 
said a source close to Mr. 
Rhurana. a former Delhi city 
chief minister who averted a 
similar nurses’ strike three 
years ago. 

Two previous rounds of 
negotiations failed last week. 

Nurses are demanding sub- 
stantial rises in wages and 
allowances as well as quicker 
promotion and better training. 

Some 1 1 .000 nurses in state- 
run hospitals here said the stop- 
page would not be called off 
despite a government crack- 
down which led to the sacking 
of 13 of those on strike. 

Gurdarshan Knur Khurana. 
secretary-general of the Delhi 
Nurses Union, said “mass 
evictions from hostels and the 
loss of our jobs will not scare 
us. 

“The girls are saying we will 
not give up. Suicide is better 
than giving up. No more can 
we tolerate injustice." 

"We don’t need to intensify 
our campaign or do something 
different. The strike is spread- 
ing to other states and there 
have been messages of solidar- 
ity from our sisters.” she said. 

The government Sunday 
sacked the 13 nurses and 
threatened to arrest others 
under an emergency law which 
bans strikes in essential sectors 
such as hospitals. 

It also plans to deploy mili- 
tary nurses and bring in para- 
medics from adjoining states to 
try to restore services in strike- 
crippled government hospitals 
here. 

Health authorities have said 
more than 30.000 patients have 
been affected by the strike 
which has affected 32 stare-run 
hospitals. 
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Filipino children wear cardboard masks of opposition presidential candidate Joseph 
Estrada outside a polling station in Manila. An exit poll released towards tbe end of 
Monday’s Philippine presidential election showed widely favoured Estrada far in 
front of his nine rivals (Reuters photo) 


France accused of concealing 
N-test medical reports 


SUVA (AFP) — Two 
French Polynesian anti- 
nuclear campaigners 
claimed Monday that fel- 
low countrymen are dying 
from nuclear contamination 
and nuclear test site work- 
ers are denied the right to 
see their medical repons. 

French Polynesian pro- 
independence activists 
Ronald Oldham and 
Edouard Huriore are in Fiji 
to rally suppon for a cam- 
paign to press France 
authorities to hand over 
medical repotts to 15.000 
people who worked at the 
Mururoa Atoll test site. 

The two also want an 
independent study of 
radioactivity on the islands. 

French authorities vigor- 
ously denied their claims 
Monday. 

Mr. Huriore. who worked 
at Mururoa for nine years 
to 1988. told reponers he 
was required to undergo a 
medical examination every 
15 days but was not shown 
any of his medical reports. 

He also claimed workers 
were ordered not to eat fish 
from the lagoon or drink 
the coconut on the island, 
but never told why. 

“They removed the 

coconut so we would not 
drink it." he said through an 
interpreter. "They are 

claiming fish from the 


lagoon is not contaminated 
but we were forbidden to 
eat it. 

“Some people stole the 
fish. 1 was one of them. 1 
can say the fish is poisoned 
because after eating it. I got 
very itchy and really 
di 2 zy." he claimed. 

“Many of my friends who 
worked with me in 
Mururoa are dying while 
the French are claiming it is 
safe." 

The visit by the pair pre- 
cedes the expected release 
next month of a report by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) on 
radioactivity on Mururoa 
and Fangataufa atolls. 

France ended its nuclear 
testing on the islands in 
February 1996. under 
intense international pres- 
sure. 

Mr. Oldham told AFP: 
“There is secrecy on the 
health issue. This is still 
very strong even two years 
after nuclear testing was 
stopped." 

Mr. Huriore said the 
French government had 
announced that medical 
reports would be made 
available to workers on 
request but in Papeete 
health authorities were not 
responding to workers' 
requests to see reports. 

The two claimed 90 per 


cent of workers underwent 
medical examination 
before starting work on the 
test sites but only 48 per 
cent were examined after 
finishing work. 

France’s ambassador to 
Fiji, Michel Jolivet. reject- 
ed the claims, saying: “This 
whole thing is really ludi- 
crous at this time ” 

He said the IAEA was to 
release its information soon 
and some people were try- 
ing to spread misleading 
information. 

Jolivet said the agency 
team was “much broader" 
and “quite independent” 
including experts from the 
South Pacific Forum and 
the South Pacific Regional 
Environmental 
Programme. 

Samples'were despatched 
to laboratories throughout 
the world and scientists 
were free to draw their con- 
clusions, he said. 

“The agency asked us to 
pay for the study and 
France agreed to do so. We 
opened everything in 
Mururoa to them including 
scientific data,” he said. 

Mr. Jolivet said it was not 
French policy to comment 
on such issues raised by the 
activists. “We do not want 
to put pressure on the 
agency. U is free to reach its 
conclusions." 


Second round crucial after right 
surges in Hungarian ballots 


BUDAPEST tAFP) — The 
second round of Hungarian 
elections will be crucial, 
after a massive surge by the 
right put them in a position 
where they could conceiv- 
ably topple the ruling 
Socialists, commentators 
said Tuesday. 

Premier Gyula Horn's 
Hungarian Socialist Party 
(MSZP) won the first- 
round vote Monday with 
32.26 per cent of the ballot, 
but the massive right-wing 
surge might prevent it from 
being able to form a gov- 
ernment. they warned. 

“Uncertainty is so great 
that it is. "unfortunately, 
almost certain that the next 
two weeks will be ruled by 
nervousness.” said the 
largesi-circulation 
Nepszabadsag. 

The right-wing opposi- 
tion Federation of Young 
Democrats-Hungarian 
Civic Party (Fidesz-MPP) 
came in second behind the 
Socialists with 28.20 per 
cent of the vote Sunday. 

And it might depose the 
outgoing social-liberal 
coalition if it can belter 
organise its supporters for 
the second round, sched- 
uled for May 24. Nepszava 
warned. 

"If none of them can form 
a majority government, 
then we shall get to know 
what pony programs are 
really worth." the paper 
added. 

"Whichever wins, can 
count on a very powerful 
opposition,” said 

Nepszabadsag. 

Under Hungarian law, the 



Istvan Csurka, bead of the nationalist right-wing 
Hungarian Justice and Life Party iMTEP), talks to 
journalists (Reuters photo) 


president asks the winner 
of the elections to form a 
government, but parlia- 
ment must approve the 
prime minister. A powerful 
opposition can thus simply 
block the creation of a 
minority government. 

Hungary's complicated 
two-round election system, 
a mix of direct elections 
and proportional represen- 
tation. was supposed to 
give the broad outlines of 
the government after the 
firsr round, but the final 
allocation of seats in the 
386-seat parliament is only 
given in the second round. 

In case of a tight compe- 
tition. the second round 
becomes vital, and all the 
papers foresaw a frantic 
struggle for votes. 

“The vote has fundamen- 


tally rearranged party 
structures. The Hungarian 
electorate created a bipolar 
system." said 

Nepszabadsag. 

Most papers were con- 
cerned after for the first 
time in post-war Hungary, 
an extreme right party got 
into parliament. That die 
Party’ of Hungarian Life 
and Justice (MIEP) could 
get 5,55 per cent of the vote 

shows that part of society 
became more captive to 
radical nationalist politics,” 
warned Nepszabadsag. 

Nepszabadsag also 
remarked on the relatively 
low. 56.3 1 per cent, 
turnout. “The overcharge 
surrounding politics in gen- 
eral, and the (democratic) 
transition, is over,” it com- 
mented. 


Anti-Taleban 
alliance 
steps up 
internecine 
struggle over 
key city 


KABUL (AFP) — Two 
member factions of 
Afghanistan’s anti- 
Taleban alliance have 
stepped up their internal 
and violent struggle for 
control of the northern 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif. 
sources told AFP 
Monday. 

According to witness- 
es, troops loyal to ex- 
Communist warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostam 
have taken control of all 
entry points into the city 


in their ongoing attempt 
to oust the powerful 


Hezb-i- 
said 


Shiite Muslim 
Wahdat group. 

The sources 
Dostam 's Jumbesh fac- 
tion — previously the 
strongest group in the 
ethnic-Uzbek city — has 
established a strangle- 
hold around the dusty 
anti-Taleban base in an 
attempt to drive its rivals 
out. 

“The city is currently 
quiet but there have 
been sporadic outbreaks 
of serious fighting dur- 
ing the last week and the 
situation is still extreme- 
ly tense,” an indepen- 
dent source said. 

Mr. Dostam's troops 
have been posted at a 
key junction on the east- 
bound highway close to 
the city airport, while 
fighters backed by heavy 
armour have been sight- 
ed to the south and west. 

Despite agreeing earli- 
er this year to demili- 
tarise the city, five 
-alliance factions and 
numerous other splinter 
groups * maintain- -high 
troop levels inside 
Mazar-i-Sharif. the only 
Afghan city outside 
Taleban hands. 

The dominant faction 
in the city centre is the 
Shiite Muslim and eth- 
nic-Hazara Hezb-i- 
Wahdat, which Dostam's 
militia have failed to 
dislodge in two inci- 
dents of bitter street 
fighting this year. 

“Having not succeeded 
to push Wahdat out by 
force, they have now 
blockaded them in and 
everyone is expecting 
more heavy street fight- 
ing again soon,”" a 
Western source added. 

Most foreign aid agen- 
cies pulled out of the 
city earlier this year, but 
several have now 
resumed minimal opera- 
tions despite warnings 
of future heavy fighting 
and more looting aimed 


at _foreign aid groups. 

United Nations 


The 

pulled out of Mazar-i- 
Sharif nearly a year ago 
amid street fighting and 
looting which cleaned 
out its premises. Several 
alliance factions — 
including the ousted 
Kabul government 
which retains the Afghan 
seat in the U.N. General 
Assembly — now cruise 
the city streets in looted 
U.N. vehicles. 

In reaction to the regu- 
lar bouts of anarchy that 
grip the north, neigh- 
bouring Uzbekistan 
sealed off its border with 
Afghanistan nearly a 
year ago. 

The anti-Taleban 
alliance, which spends 
almost as much time 
locked in internal battles 
as it does in fighting the 
Islamic militia, controls 
the northern third of 
Afghanistan. 

It is dominated by 
Dostam. Hezb-i-Wahdat 
and the ex-Kabul gov- 
ernment. All factions in 
its ranks have at some 
point fought each other 
in Afghanistan’s 18- 
year-old civil war. 

The Taleban hold two- 
thirds of die country 
including the capital 
Kabul, and nave 
imposed what they say is 
the world's purest 
Islamic state. 
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Tibetans shoot anti-Chinese slogans during a protest march outside the United 
Nations office in New Delhi. More than 100 activists from India and Nepal took part 
in the protest to show their solidarity with five fellow activists who are on a hunger- 
strike seeking independence for their homeland under Chinese occupation (Reuters 
photo) 

Tibetan exiles stage protest 
march, urge U.N. to act 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Security Council?” it said, plebiscite to ascertain the 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Around 100 Tibetan exiles 
marched on the United 
Nations office here Monday 
to condemn the world body 
for doing “nothing” to 
restore their homeland's 
independence from China. 

Monks and nuns joined 
other exiles in shouting 
anti-Chinese slogans before 
handing over several mem- 
orandums addressed to 
ILN. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

One statement said that 
while the UJM. had done a 
“commendable job in some 
parts of the world” it had 
done “nothing, absolutely 
nothing, substantial to save 
Tibet 

“Is it because China, the 
.perpetrator of Tibet’s suffer- 
ing, is a big nation and 
member, of the U.N. 


Security Council?” it said, 
adding: “If the United 
Nations lets its decisions be 
influenced by such consid- 
erations, the world will lose 
faith in iL” 

Another memorandum by 
a women’s* group appealed: 
“Don’t let down the suffer- 
ing people on this earth. The 
United Nations is supposed 
to be the conscience of the 
civilised world. Do some- 
thing to live up to this 
image.” 

A third letter said it was 
important to back the 
Tibetan cause for indepen- 
dence as “many people in 
the world look to Tibetans 
for guidance and peace.” 

Tibetan activists have 
asked the U.N. to “promote 
a peaceful settlement of the 
question of Tibet and initi- 
ate a U.N.-sponsored 


plebiscite to ascertain the 
wishes of the Tibetan peo- 
ple.” 

They have also called for 
a “special rapporteur to 
investigate the situation of 
human rights in Chinese- 
occupied Tibet.” 

Late last month, a Tibetan 
monk immolated himself in 
New Delhi in the first sui- 
cide protest in India after 
police broke up a marathon 
hunger strike by six 
Tibetans in support of 
Tibetan independence. Five 
others have replaced them 
and were still fasting on 
Monday. 

Chinese troops occupied 
Tibet in 1951. The Dalai 
Lama and some 100.000 
Tibetans fled to India after 
Beijing crushed an anti- 
Chinese uprising in Tibet in 
1959. 


EBRD chiefs appeal for cash 
for Chernobyl sarcophagus 


KIEV (AFP) — The European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) leaders 
appealed to the international 
community Monday to urgent- 
ly find millions of dollars to 
seal the crumbling sarcopha- 
gus encasing the damaged 
Chernobyl nuclear reactor, in 
order to avert a fresh disaster. 

Charles Frank, acting presi- 
dent of EBRD, said unless a 
new structure was built to 
enclose die shattered number 
four reactor, the consequences 
for the world would be 
unimaginable. 

Me Frank said the 
Chernobyl Shelter Fund pro- 
gramme managed by tire 
EBRD needed some $760 mil- 
lion, tart only $400 milli ons 
has so far been raised, be said. 

“If we fail to raise the neces- 
sary funds, die consequences 
for the world are too horrible 
to imagine,” he warned the 
annual general meeting of the 
EBRD’s board of governors, 
which is meeting here. 


Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma said his country 
needed $120-5130 billion to 
tackle the fallout of the April 
1986 accident, which sent 
clouds of radiation over much 
of Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe. 

The accident, triggered by an 
explosion in the plant’s num- 
ber four reactor, remains the 
world's worst civilian nuclear 
disaster to date. 

“Just the direct irreversible 
losses of Ukraine caused by 
the Chernobyl disaster amount 
to $120 billion to $130 hQlioa, 
which exceeds die revenue 
part of the Ukranian budget six 
times,” Mr. Kuchma said 
Belgian Finance Minister 
Philippe Maystadt, the current 
chairman of the EBRD board 
of governors, said the Soviet- 
designed nuclear reactors at 
Chernobyl and other ex-Soviet 
bloc states were “probably ibe 
most dreadful legacy of the 
former Communist regimes.” 
Ukraine has been clamour- 


ing for international funds to 
build a new sarcophagus on 
lop of the existing structure, 
and finance construction of 
two nuclear power plants to 
compensate for the promised 
closure of the Chernobyl com- 
plex. 

Ukraine wants cash for 
plants in Rivne and 
Khmelnitsky; but the EBRD 
has so far baulked at the pro- 
jects’ $1.2 billion price tag, 
preferring Ukraine to mod- 
ernise its 14 oil- and coal-fired 
power stations to make up for 
power shortfalls. 

Saturday, Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Valery 

Pustovoytenko said Kiev 
would not close Chernobyl 
down in 2000 as planned 
unless the Group of Seven 
industrialised nations released 
the necessary funds. 

In 1995. Ukraine and the G7 
signed an agreement to close 
down Chernobyl in 2000 in 
exchange for S3. 1 billion in aid 
from the G7. 


Military drills start in eastern Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwanese 
forces embarked on a military 
exercise Monday bat officials 
sought to downplay the sea- 
and land-based drills to avoid 
angering Beijing. 

‘The exercise kicked off in 
Hualien and Taftung and on 
the seas off that area," a mili- 
tary spokesman said. 

He said the drills, code- 
named Han Kuang 14 (Han 
Glay), were a routine attempt 
K> review the mili tary** train- 
ing and combat capability. 

Reserve units were 
mobilised zn the first series of 
Harises ever held in. eastern 
Taiwan, local television 
reported. 

The spokesman co nfirme d 
repans that a submarine was 
found spying on arebearsal of 


miles away. 

“An unidentified submarine 
was indeed discovered on the 
open seas east of Taiwan, but 
it left after its operation was 
exposed,” he said. 

He played down signifi- 
cance of the incident as “pas- 
sage of submarines in the 
open seas is normal and rou- 
tine," without elaboration. 

Quoting military sources, 
the China Times said it was a 
U.S. Los Angeles-class anack 
submarine. 

It was the first time the Mica 

had been tested outside 
Fiance. Taiwan has bought 
960 of the missiles. 

Lin Yu-Fang, parliamentari- 
an of the opposition New 
Patty, insisted dial any foreign 
ship spying on die drills 


dte dolls Friday, during which should be regarded as a mock 
a ftwsdHnade Mica medium enemy, aoi closely monitor it. 


zaoge air-to-air missile was 

fired from a Mirage 2000-5. 
The missile destroyed the 
— a mode. Su-27 of the 
Chinese air force — dozens of 


regardless of its nanonaliiy- 
Washington is the hugest arms 
supplier to the island 
Mr. Lin, a military expert, 
said the submarine was in the 


exercise area to gather infor- 
mation about the weaponry 
made by Fiance, a chief com- 
petitor of the US. on the inter- 
national arms market 

MP Lee Ming-Kao of the 
ruling Kuomintang gave cred- 
it to the navy for detecting the 
submarine. There has been 
criticism here that Taiwan is 
deficient in ami-submarine 
capability. 

“If the report proves to be 
true, it shows the military has 
brought into full play the new 
weapons they have acquired,” 
despite the quietness of die 
nuclear-fuelled submarine, 
Mr. Lee said. 

In an apparent bid to protect 
delicate Taipei-Beijing ties, 
the spokesman requested that 
the drills should “not be asso- 
ciated with other matters." 

Taipei sent negotiators to 
Beijing last month on die fust 
fence-mending trip in almost 
three years, after China sent a 
letter to Taiwan agreeing to 
resume visits by negotiators. 


Cook under attack over 
arms-to-Sierra Leone scandal 


LONDON (AFP i — 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook Monday faced 
a barrage of criticism over 
the arms-to-Sierra Leone 
scandal, blamed for the 
biggest crisis in Prime 
Minister Tony Blair’s 12- 
monlh Labour administra- 
tion. 

Mr. Cook’s political repu- 
tation was on the line, 
accused at best of gross 
incompetence over his 
apparent ignorance about 
the British govern mem’s 
role in a sanctions -busting 
counter-coup in Sierra 
Leone, or at worse of lying 
to parliament that he knew 
nothing about it. 

The foreign secretary, 
one of the three “big-hit- 
ters" in the Labour admin- 
istration, is not seen as like- 
ly to lose his job now. but 
the scandal could badly 
undermine Mr. Cook’s 
long-term position. 

Tuesday, he will face a 
gruelling 60 minutes of 
questioning in parliament, 
with the opposition Tories 
determined to put him 


under the spotlight over the 
affair. 

“Robin Cook is widely- 
regarded as one the ablest 
members of the Labour 
government. He is also one 
of its biggest disappoint- 
ments," wrote the highly- 
respected Financial Times 
business daily. 

The controversy con- 
fronts Labour, ’ which 
launched a much-heralded 
“ethical" foreign policy- 
after sweeping to power 
Iasi May, with a scandal 
that could rival the arms- 
to-lraq affair, which was 
brilliantly exploited by Mr. 
Cook in opposition to help 
topple the Tories. 

Ironically, the govern- 
ment’s alleged support for 
a firm of mercenaries that 
helped to restore elected 
President Ahmed Tejan 
Kabbah, ousted in a mili- 
tary coup in May 1997, was 
for a good cause. 

Britain’s High 

Commissioner to Sierra 
Leone, Peter Penfold, 
alleged to have suggested 
that Kabbah approach 


Sandline International, a 
British firm of military 
consultants, to supply guns 
for the counter-coup, is a 

bero in Freetown. 

But the action, in which 
30 tonnes of guns and 
ammunition were flown 
from Bulgaria in February 
to local forces in Sierra 
Leone, w as in defiance of a 
U.N. arms embargo. 

Three possible explana- 
tions for the embarrassing 
debacle were suggested in 
the British press Monday. 

Either Mr. Cook and his 
deputy, Tony Lloyd, were 
lying when they told parlia- 
ment they were not aware 
of Foreign Office involve- 
ment in the operation by 
Sandiine to provide arms to 
pro- Kabbah forces. 

Or information about the 
counter-coup was passed 
up through the line of com- 
mand towards ministers, 
but they did not read it. 

Or else officials deliber- 
ately conspired to keep 
ministers in the dark. 

Despite disbelief that the 
foreign secretary could 


have been unaware of an 
operation that Sandline 
claims had been sanctioned 
by senior Foreign Office 
and Ministry of Defence 
officials, many commenta- 
tors tend to the view that 
Mr. Cook failed to read his 
ministerial briefings. 

“I have recognised that 
you can be a successful for- 
eign secretary if you focus 
on the big questions and 
not necessarily if you finish 
the paperwork,” he said 
tellingly in a BBC inter- 
view earlier this year. 

Although not a cause for 
immediate resignation, Mr. 
Cook's apparent lack of 
grasp over his own depart- 
ment’s affairs is a damning 
indictment for a man who 
has been caught up in 
repeated controversies over 
the last 12 months, includ- 
ing efforts to replace his 
official secretary with his 
lover (now wife) and a 
diplomatically disastrous 
visit to Israel in March. 

Mr. Lloyd, his number 
two, who has a special 
responsibility for Africa, 


may be first in the firing- 
line: he visited Sierra 
Leone in March, yet 
claimed ignorance about 
the affair until May I. later 
retracting this to admit he 
knew already in mid- April. 

There are already two 
inquiries ordered into the 
affair, a criminal one under 
the Customs and Excise 
Department and an inde- 
pendent inquiry promised 
by Mr. Cook which will 
make its findings public. 

If the government did 
sanction the counter-coup. 
Sandline could be in the 
absurd situation of facing 
prosecution for a sanctions- 
busting operation carried 
out with official approval. 

This would be a mirror 
image of the arms-tu-Iraq 
affair, which burst into the 
open in 1992 when the trial 
of a British tool machinery 
company which had broken 
an arms embargo to Iraq in 
the late 1980s collapsed 
sensationally, after evi- 
dence emerged that the 
Tory government had con- 
nived in the exports. 
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ROME (AFP) — The toll 
in last week's devastating 
mudslides in the Campania 
region of southern Italy has 
risen to 124, the Italian 
civil defence service said 
Monday. 

More bodies were hauled 
from mountains of mud in 
Samo, the town worst hit 
by the disaster, taking the 
toll there to 103. Ninety- 
seven of the victims were 
given a mass funeral ser- 
, vice in the town's stadium 
! Sunday. 

The number of dead in 
the other badly-hit villages 
remained the same. 

No definite figure for the 
number of people still 
missing was available. Late 
Friday officials in Rome 
put the figure at 107, down 
from the estimates of 200 
given earlier in the day. But 
local authorities and emer- 
gency services at the scene 
said a more realistic figure 
was between 300 and 400. 

Monday w r as declared a 
national day of mourning. 

Lithuanian 
ship attacked 
by pirates in 
Indian 
Ocean 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Pirates attacked a 
Lithuanian merchant vessel 
in the Indian Ocean at the 
weekend, seriously wound- 
ing one of the officers on 
board, Interfax news 
agency reported Monday. 

The’ Algirdas, en route 
from Calcutta to 
Singapore, was 40 miles 
off" the Thai island of 
Pukhet when it was way- 
laid by a smaller vessel car- 
rying some 25 pirates. 

Ten armed men boarded 
the ship and opened fire on 
the crew, shooting the sec- 
ond-in-command through 
the throat, Interfax said, 
citing officials in the 
Lithuanian port of 
Klaipeda. 

The pirates tied the crew 
to the ship’s rail and 
smashed the ship's radio, 
before stealing any person- 
al belongings and other 
valuables they could find. 

• After -they left the ship 
one of the crew managed to 
free himself and send out 
an alert on a portable tele- 
phone. 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — One of the main 
Kosovo .Albanian leaders, 
Mahmut Bakalli, has said 
that he fears a radicalisation 
of the separatist movement 
because of die current lack 
of dialogue with Belgrade. 

“I fear that the doctrine of 
a peaceful solution (for the 
crisis). supported by 
Ibrahim Rugova. will fail if 
we do not hurry up and start 
a dialogue,” Mr. Bakalli 
told AFP Sunday. 

Mr. Bakalli. a former 
Communist leader, is one of 
the most influential person- 
alities in Kosovo. 

Mr. Rugova, Kosovo’s 
unofficial president, has 
included him in his team for 
possible talks with Belgrade 
on the states of the troubled 
Serbian province, whose 
population is 90 per cent 
ethnic Albanian. 

A majority of the popula- 
tion has been demanding 
independence for the 
province, whose autonomy 
Belgrade revoked in 1989. 

Mr. Bakalli stressed the 


importance of negotiations, 
in order to “marginalise 
those who are trying to 
solve the problem by 
force.” 

He said the conflict in 
Kosovo was “a big test for 
the international communi- 
ty. which will show if it is 
capable of prevent a war by 
economic, diplomatic and 
political means.” 

“I hope that it will not 
come to the worst option, to 
prevent by force an escala- 
tion of war" Mr. Bakalli 
said. 

He warned that political 
parties and other legitimate 
ethnic Albanian bodies had 
no control over “important 
groups of Albanians who 
have taken up arms to 
obtain freedom.” 

A pan of the Kosovo 
youth “have lost patience 
and started activities which, 
among the majority 1 of 
youngsters, have created an 
illusion that freedom can be 
reached by violence,” Mr. 
Bakalli said. 

This has meant that the 


underground Kosovo 
Liberation Army (UCK). 
regarded by Belgrade as a 
terrorist movement, “has 
become a model for collec- 
tive identification for a part 
of young people.” 

“The UCK is not a serious 
military formation," Mr. 
Bakalli opined, however. 
He said it was not the armed 
wing of any political party 
or legitimate body of the 
Kosovo republic, self-pro- 
claimed by Kosovo 
Albanians in 1992. 

The clandestine UCK 
rebels have claimed respon- 
sibility, for a series of dead- 
ly attacks on Serbian targets 
and -Albanians loyal to the 
Belgrade regime. 

“The UCK men do not 
like Rugova and they have 
organised a sort of militant 
and violent action, since 
they want to distance them- 
selves from Rugova's 
peaceful policy,” Mr. 
Bakalli said. 

“These young people are 
at the barricades, and they 
will cut your eyes out if you 


mention Rugova." Mr. 
Bakalli added. 

He believed that the 
Kosovo Albanian political 
parties "control the essential 
front of Albanian people.” 

“But if a political dialogue 
is postponed, the spiral of 
violence will continue," Mr. 
Bakalli warned. 

For him. one thing is cer- 
tain: “The Serbian state can- 
not rale the two million 
Albanians" w ho make up 90 
per cent of the population of 
the province. 

Any solution by which 
two million Albanians 
remained under Serbian 
state jurisdiction is not pos- 
sible, as they could not be 
pacified under a Serbian 
state, Mr. Bakalli said. 

But he opposed any modi- 
fication of ihe borders in the 
region. He proposed cre- 
ation of “a federation or 
confederation” in which 
Kosovo would have the 
same status as the republics 
of Serbia and Montenegro 
which now form Federal 
Yugoslavia. 


Arrest Opposition urges absent Suharto 


warrant 
out for 
Bhutto 


KARACHI (AFP) — A 
Pakistani high court issued an 
arrest warrant for former 
Premier Benazir Bhutto Mon- 
day after her failure to appear at 
in a case of alleged administra- 
tive corruption, court officials 
said. 

Justice Ghaous Mohammad 
of the Sindh High Court issued 
the Don- bailab le warrant after 
Ms. Bhutto. Pakistan's main 
opposition leader, failed to 
show- lip when he resumed the 
h earing, they sad. 

Ms. Bhutto is currently on a 
private trip to Canada, the 
United States and Britain and 
expected go return here this 
week, party sources said 

The judge dismissed the 
application of her counsel Reza 
Rabbarri that Ms. Bhutto was 
abroad and he could not tell her 
the date of the case. 

The judge adjourned the 
hearing until May 19. 

In a similar situation last 
month, the same judge issued 
bailable warrants against Ms. 
Bhutto. However when she 
appeared in person he accepted 
her plea to adjourn the case 
until her return in eaty May. 

Ms. Bhuno's three-year old 
government was sacked in 
November 1996 on charges of 
corruption aDdmisnik. 

An accountability bureau, set 
up by Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif s government, has filed a 
case in the high court accusing 
Ms. Bhuno supporters of find- 
ing jobs at Pakistan Interna- 
tional Airlines for potty mem- . 
bets, in violation of the rates. ! 


to step down to end violence 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesia's main opposi- 
tion figures, including an 
outspoken Muslim le ade r, 
turned up the heat on 
President Suharto Monday 
urging an end to his 32-year 
rale and pledging to unite 
the forces calling for 
reform. 

The calls came as an 
absent Mr. Suharto 

appealed for Indonesians to 
make more sacrifices in a 
speech to a meeting of G15 
developing nations in 
Cairo. 

‘There is no other choice, 
I would tell him (Suharto). 
It is enough to go this far, 
do not cling on because it 
may lead to daily bloody 
clashes," Amien Rais, the 
outspoken leader of the 28- 
miUion strong 

Muhammadiyah Islamic 
movement said. 

To loud applause from 
some 2,000 people 

thronged in a sports hall for 
a celebration to mark a 
meeting of a 
Muhammadiyah-affiliated 
women’s organisation, Mr. 
Rais said the government 
had lost die people’s trust. 

Students and the popula- 
tion had found the courage 
to demand a change in the 
national leadership, be said. 

Students, who have been 
protesting in towns across 
Indonesia since February to 
demand immediate 

reforms, have upped the 
ante in recent days and 
included calls for Mr. 
Suharto to step down. 

Some of the rallies have 
turned violent, with clashes 
with security forces leaving 
at least two dead and hun- 
dreds injured in past weeks. 


Riots and looting have 
pushed the unconfirmed 
death toll to nine. 

The “Group of Ocl 28”. 
gathering several leading 
critics and members of the 
opposition and dissident 
movement, earlier Monday 
called on the legislative 
assembly to reverse its 
March decision to appoint 
Mr. Suharto as president 
and Bacharuddin Yusuf 
Habibie as vice president 
for 1998-2003. 

A statement signed by 39 
members of the group also 
said it was setting up a 
national committee to coor- 
dinate support for reforms. 

The People’s 

Consultative Assembly 
(MPR) should reverse the 
March appointments “if it 
really respects the aspira- 
tions and interests of the 
people,” said Supeni. a for- 
mer ambassador under the 
late President Sukarno, 
reading a statement 
addressed to the people of 
Indonesia, If the assembly 
retains the two leaders then 
“all form and level of com- 
prehensive reform which 
we have fought for will 
have been useless." The 
Ocl 28 group also includes 
Mr. Rais and ousted oppo- 
sition figure Megawati 
Sukarnoputri. Hou r ever, 
their signatures were not 
among the 39 names on the 
statement, which included 
many respected former 
politicians and government 
officials including Alt 
Sadikin, the former gover- 
nor of Jakarta. 

The statement also 
slammed the 1,000-mem- 
ber assembly for accepting 
Mr. Suharto's account of 


his last five years in office 
which “gave the impression 
that he is escaping respon- 
sibility from all the prob- 
lems that have taken place.” 

Accepting the speech was 
“a big mistake or even a 
tragedy for the nation’s his- 
tory." Mr. Supeni said. 

Mr. Suharto. 76, who has 
ruled with an iron grip for 
more than three decades, 
was reappointed by the 
assembly, which is packed 
with his own cronies and 
loyalists and only meets 
ever) 1 five years. 

"Indonesia must imple- 
ment big and comprehen- 
sive reforms in the fields of 
ihe economy and finance 
with the cooperation of the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF),"Mr, Suharto 
told a summit of the Group 
of 15 developing nations. 

“For this to be accom- 
plished we must make huge 
sacrifices," he said. 

Mr. Suhano’s leadership 
has come under mounting 
attack for its handling of 
the crippling economic cri- 
sis which has seen the rupi- 
ah plunge and the cost of 
staple goods skyrocket. 

Mr. Rais said the crisis 
faced by Indonesia was no 
longer a mere crisis of the 
economy but a crisis of 
confidence. “People’s trust 
in the government is no 
longer there,” Mr, Rais said 
to the deafening applause 
and shouts of "it is true" in 
the sports hall in central 
Jakarta. 

Mr. Rais was among the 
few Indonesians who pub- 
licly dared to challenge Mr. 
Suharto's sole candidacy 
for the current presidential 
rerm. 
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Better use of 
deputies’ time 


THE EXTRAORDINARY session of 
Parliament, expected to convene in early 
June, is an important one because it enables 
the House to review a great number of draft 
laws that will be included on its agenda. 

Some of these draft laws are crucial to fur- 
thering the Kingdom’s democratic march and 
developing the economy. The legislation 
Parliament is expected to tackle includes elec- 
tions, press, anti-trust and labour laws. 

While we trust that the deputies will carry 
out their duties as true and responsible repre- 
sentatives of the people, we cannot but notice 
that since the extraordinary session is being 
held, the four-month regular term of 
Parliament does not provide enough time for 
the House to dispense of its duties. The great 
number of temporary laws from past years 
that the House did not have the opportunity 
to discuss is a striking reminder that 
Parliament should sit longer than four 
months, if not the whole year. 

Extraordinary sessions have been a useful 
practice in the past But the amount of work 
and issues that require deputies' attention 
demands that the term of ordinary sessions be 
extended to meet the needs of the more 
advanced stage of our democratic life. 

In recent years, the political debate has 
widened, citizens have become more political- 
ly aware and involved, and political, econom- 
ic and technological developments have posed 
new challenges for all of us, not least for 
Parliament. 

In a functioning democracy, the legislative 
should not be absent when the executive 
authority works full time all year round and 
the judicial only breaks for one month during 
summer. 

Most parliaments in advanced democracies 
sit for most of the year. The U.S. Congress, for 
example, convenes 11 months every year. In 
most European countries, parliaments sit for 
two or three ordinary sessions with only a 
short recess period between them. 

Our Constitution, which remains an exam- 
ple for many nations in the region, states that 
the nation is “the source of all powers" 
(Article 24). The representatives should there- 
fore be given ample time to carry out their 
responsibilities towards their constituents. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Muness Razzaz Monday said the Arabs 
should not expect Netanyahu, who slaps the world’s 
greatest power in the face, to respect any peace deals 
with the Arabs or respond to calls for complying with 
the requirements of peace. It would not be strange for 
Netanyahu to again try to assassinate KhaJed Misha'al 
or other Arab figures as long as there is no power on 
earth that can deter him from doing so. Razzaz said. 
The writer said Netanyahu’s behaviour reflects the feel- 
ings of the majority of the Israeli society which is not 
oriented towards peace, therefore it is not possible to 
see peace happening between Israel and the Arab coun- 
tries. Razzaz recalled thai when the Israelis refused to 
withdraw from Sinai, the Americans asked Egypt to 
launch a war on the Jewish state to force it to return the 
occupied territory. But he said there is no chance under 
the prevailing circumstances that Clinton would follow 
the same tactics and ask the Palestinians to swell a wave 
of violence in order to force the Israelis to abandon the 
occupied Palestinian lands. 


A1 Arab AJ Yawm’s Mohammad Subeihi criticised 
Acting Minister of information Nasser Lawzi for 
declining to reveal the name of the Arab country sus- 
pected of backing those arrested for their alleged 
involvement in the recent wave of bombings in Jordan. 
The writer said the minister also failed to name the 
nadonality of the non-Jordanian suspect arrested by the 
security forces. It is now up to the Jordanian public to 
remain guessing which country is harbouring enmity 
towards Jordan or plotting to destabilise security in the 
Kingdom added the writer. As to the Islamic group “the 
Salafis” they are of two categories: one believing in 
peaceful means for attaining their goals and another 
which seeks political means to achieve that purpose, 
and again the public is left guessing about the group 
said to be involved in the incidents, the writer pointed 
out. He said the only thing that the minister revealed 
was the names of suspects and that the General 
Intelligence Directorate succeeded in arresting all of 
them except one who is still at large. The writer said 
the public was frustrated at not being informed of the 
details asTfed been promised, and the doubts and sus- 
picions will rkerefore continue to shroud the whole 

affair. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


Rami G. 




Bibi, Hillary, and sorting out theatrics and 


substance in Arab-lsraeli negotiations 


THE CANCELLATION of this week’s Clinton- Arafat- 
Netanyahu summit in Washington is not a breakdown in 
the Palestinian- Israeli Oslo "process negotiations, but 
rather a sign of the Intensity of the negotiations as they 
close in on the hard, core issues of the conflict in 
Palestine between Zionism and Arab national rights. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's refusal to 
attend the Washington summons-summit reflects impor- 
tant aspects of both the substance and the style of the 
negotiations — how much land will ultimately fall under 
Palestinian and Israeli sovereignty, and the diplomatic 
manner of the Americans. Israelis and Palestinians. 

The style issue is the easier of the two. Israelis and 
Palestinians alike will bluff, stall and complicate matters 
in the short run in order to impress their own political 
constituencies. The Palestinians led by Yasser Arafat con- 
tinue to accept virtually any proposal that comes from the 
Americans. Israelis, and Micronesians — even modest 
13.1 per cent proposals — in order to keep achieving 
small gains that hopefully will result one day in a small 
state. Hope is a cruel but real partner. 

Netanyahu is a different matter. He makes it known 
that he will not allow himself or his country to be humil- 
iated by being summoned to Washington to sign on a ter- 
ritorial withdrawal that he says poses grave threats to the 
security of his people. Instead, Netanyahu the shameless 
and morally slimy politician who responds to power and 
power alone will agree ro go to Washington in several 
weeks’ time to sign a territorial withdrawal that will be 
only a smoke-and- mirrors repackaging of the agreement 
that he refused to sign this week. Expediency ~is also a 
proven and real partner. 

Netanyahu now faces his moment of truth, in the face 
of pressures from his own people, his coalition partners, 
the Palestinians and Arabs, the United States, and the rest 
of the world. He will soon have to show whether he is a 
visionary statesman and national leader, or a duplicitous, 
power-hungry animal of the political gutter. Netanyahu, 
the calculating politician, recognises that most Israelis 
want the Oslo process to succeed, and in return for true 


peace and Arab acceptance they are willing to relinquish 
most of the Arab lands occupied in the 1967 war. He 
remembers and sometimes dreams about the massive 
Israeli parliamentary majority that voted for the Israeli 
withdrawal from most of Hebron last year, which his own 
government negotiated. A combined parliamentary and 
popular Israeli majority for implementing the land-for- 
peace principle is one that Netanyahu will find impossi- 
ble to resist. On this important matter of substance — 
who owns this land? — in the long run both Israelis and 
Palestinians will keep moving steadily towards a reason- 
able accommodation with one another and with the broad 
outlines of the global consensus that the United States 
represents (by which a sovereign Palestinian mini-state 
would be bom on the West Bank and Gaza lands from 
which Israel would withdraw permanently). In the imme- 
diate short-term, though, the negotiators pause for breath 
and look behind their political backs, for they have start- 
ed to approach the difficult crux of the conflict. 

In this respect, the United States’s role now symbolises 
two basic issues that have long plagued die peace 
process: a) the nearly three-decades-old Kissingerian 
idea that the U.S. must keep Israel very strong and not 
pressure it, so that a secure and confident Israel ultimate- 
ly can make concessions to the Arabs on land and sover- 
eignty issues, and. b) the central contradiction between 
Zionism/Israel as a righteous nation and a secure haven 
for the Jewish people, and Zionism/Israel as a violent his- 
torical and geographical extension of 19th Century Euro- 
stvle exclusivist nationalism, territorial colonialism, and 
ethnic cleansing and dispossession of native Palestinians. 

Israel today is indeed democratic, strong and secure — 
yet its government demands that all its colonial settle- 
ments remain in place and not be threatened by interim 
withdrawals of more than nine or 1 1 per cent of the occu- 
pied West Bank. Clearly, some of this is theatrical politi- 
cal posturing, in the same spirit as Netanyahu's rejecting 
die summons to the White House. But the substantive dis- 
cord over land is not theatrics — it is the central issue at 
stake in both the current negotiations and in the entire 


century-long-span of the Arab-lsraeli conflict - 

The "style” of the current negotiations — the David 
Bar-Ban & Hillary Clinton Show gets particularly high 
ratings — will amuse us for days. The more serious subr 
stance of the negotiations has finally exposed the central 
incompatibility between Jewish security and Jewish colo- 
nialism. There is a towering and now more obvious con- 
tradiction between Israel wanting to be accepted by the 
Arabs in the Middle East, and Israel wanting to maintain 
permanent sovereignty over all the settlements and 
colonies it has established in Palestinian lands it occupied 
in 1967. An agreement that allows Israel to keep its set- 
tlements and that is forced on the weak Palestinians will 
surely unravel and lead to greater violence, just like the 
U.S.- Vietnam and May 1983 Lebanese-Israeli accords 
unraveled and led to terrible new violence. History, too, 
alas, is also an irritating partner. 

This is not the moment for haste or emotionalism, given 
that the truly historic and core issues of the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict are now finally on the table. We must separate 
what is merely entertaining theatrics from what is serious 
substance in the- Arab-lsraeli peace process. The U.S. 
seems now to be exerting relatively strong and public 
pressure on Israel, measured by the track record of recent 
history, and we need to find out the results of this rare 
dynamic. It is unlikely to result in dramatic changes, but 
it deserves time to play itself out Israel is increasingly 
isolating itself from its friends, allies, peace partners, 
neighbours and adversaries — an almost unprecedented 
act of diplomatic self-savagery, but with unknown conse- 
quences in terms of Israeli behaviour. 

- The great irony is that a strong Israel celebrating its 
jubilee year is driving itself into a lonely comer on the 
eve of the 21st century, because of its insistence on keep- 
ing the spoils of 19th century-like colonialism. This is not 
only ironic, it’s also immoral, and untenable — which is 
precisely why Bibi Netanyahu & His Weirdo Coalition 
are increasingly isolated, and arguing in public with nice 
smart ladies like Hillary Rodham Clinton. 


Balkanising Palestine 


By Suliman Mustafa 


IT WAS a sight to behold on the TV cable 
channel C-SPAN. An Israeli Likud MK 
bemoaning the alleged sorry conditions of 
Christian Palestinians under the "funda- 
mentalist" reign of the Palestinian 
(National) Authority (PNA) in traditionally 
Christian Palestinian towns. A caller intro- 
ducing himself as a Christian Palestinian 
informs the right-wing MK the only source 
of misery fuelling any Christian 
Palestinian exodus from the Holy Land is 
the brutal Israeli occupation. Before end- 
ing his sentence, the caller is cutoff the air 
and the show continues as if no credible 
counter argument worthy of consideration 
was put forth. 

What occurred during the C-SPAN inter- 
view was not atypical of the one-sided 
debate over an alleged institutionalised 
persecution of Christian Arabs in Palestine 
specifically and other Arab states in gener- 
al including, of all Arab countries, Syria. 
Calls for sanctions against the offending 
regimes are growing louder by the month. 
But what is the real agenda? So fraught 
with falsehood and so one-sided is this 
“debate" that not even Christian 
Palestinian leaders are asked to voice their 
views in “defence" of their rights. 

The so-called debate is reminiscent of the 
early pseudo-discourse over Palestinian 
identity and existence. So cynical are the 
self-proclaimed guardians of Christian 
Palestinians almost all of them belong to 
traditionally virulent anti -Arab organisa- 
tions. Such organisations never drew lines 
the past between Arabs of the Sunni, 


“protection." Why? 

Who wants to play the fool? 


Mission Jerusalem 


in 


Shia, Greek Orthodox. Meikite. or any reli- 
gious persuasion in the Arab World. 
Typically, they draw their support from 
extreme right-wing American Christian 
and Jewish groups. Such groups are associ- 
ated with 'the fundamentalist Christian 
coalition and the Israeli Likud or other 
Israeli fringe groups. 

But so far, and not so surprisingly, no 
Christian Palestinian of significance in the 
Arab World or anywhere else, credible or 
otherwise, has accepted the invitation for 


The timing of this campaign is of course 
not coincidence. The fate of Jerusalem is 
being determined in Washington • and the 
U.S. media. The Jewish fundamentalists 
and ultra-nationalists who would Like to 
see little Palestinian control over any pan 
of the occupied territories, let alone 
Jerusalem, are manoeuvring aggressively 
on two fronts: First, undermine the PNA’s 
internationally recognised role as the rep- 
resentative of both Christian and Muslim 
interests in Palestine given its Muslim and 
Christian citizens. Second, position Israel 
as the substitute protector of Christian 
Palestinians and Christian interests in gen- 
eral to court the well-financed and media- 
strong fundamentalist Christian right to 
mobilise their followers and lobby for total 
Israeli control over Jerusalem. 

What better way to demonstrate Israel’s 
"caring" for Christian Palestinians than to 
express concern over their flight from the 
Holy Land and to paint the PNA as the cul- 
prit. The fundamentalist Christians, credu- 
lous or calculating, seem to have been per- 
suaded. But for that to occur. Israel needs a 
fig leaf to cover its historical mistreatment 
of Christians in Palestine. Without con- 
cealing its lackluster track record, Israel 
cannot claim to be the enlightened pro- 
Western democracy worthy of the holiest 
of all cities. Jerusalem. In the absence of a 
reasonable track record, Israel, as always, 
is busy rewriting history and fabricating 
the present. 

Who is the intended audience of this 
campaign of distortion, not the Christian 
Palestinians (mere pawns to be used and 
disposed off when they have served their 
purpose just like their property and human 
rights) but the fundamentalist Christians of 
America. And. if in the process Israel can 
split the ranks of Palestinians into Druze, 
Islamists, fundamentalists, secularists. 
Roman Catholics. Greek Orthodox. 
Armenians. Russian Orthodox, et cetera. 


so much the better. Israel’s best case sce- 
nario. and Palestinians’ worst case sce- 
nario. is the Baikanisation of Palestine and 
an Israeli orchestrated intervention remi- 
niscent of Syria's intervention and de facto 
control of Lebanon under the guise of con- 
trolling sectarian violence. 

Then Israel Can demonstrate to the World ' 
community that an unstable Palestinian 
entity 1 ‘is a real and present danger to 
Israel’s security and its neighbours. You 
can kiss goodbye for decades a Palestinian 
entity along U.N. Resolution 242. Even 
moderate Israelis would balk at the thought 
of a Bosnia in their midst that could spill- 
over to their territory. By and large this 
scenario is quite far-fetched but the Israelis 
will go for it anyway. Never forget Israel's 
role in propping up Hamas and how it 
backfired. 


Old dog, old tricks 


The strategy is simple and seems to have 
worked, for a while at least, in Palestine 
and other religiously and culturally diverse 
Arab states such as Lebanon and Iraq. And 
where irresponsible regimes and tribal cul- 
tures exist, the degree of success or near 
success seems to increase proportionally. 
This is not the first time Israel has pursued 
a policy of exploiting ethnicity and reli- 
gion to divide-and-conquer. 

The Palestinian Druze. in sharp contrast 
to other Sbami Druze, have disavowed 
their Palestinian heritage and pledged alle- 
giance to the Jewish state effectively 
depriving the remaining Palestinians of a 


we are aware, is much to the Israeli dis- 
may. Better yet. even the Palestinian 
Islamists refuse to split the rank in spite of 
the PNA’s constant harassment and jailing 
of its leaders to placate the U.S. and Israel. 
How long will this national unity last? So 
far so good and unless the PNA or the 
Islamists a£t Trtesponsibly, it cah'witKitaiitf 
further Israeli and American, bombard- 
ment 1 ‘ 

As a result of decades of Palestinian 
anguish, a return to faith as an escape and 
the rising Islamists' influence on 
Palestinian affairs both political and social 
can no longer be ignored. In many cases it 
may have had a positive influence on 
restraining Arafat's policy, or its absence, 
of runaway concessions to the Israelis and 
alleged corruption or mismanagement. But 
with the increasing acceptance of Islamic 
orthodoxy comes a burden to be paid by all 
Palestinians without exception and a sim- 
ple test of their individual priorities: 
Palestinian statehood or personal conve- 
nience. 

Stories of orthodox Muslim Pales tinian 
youths tormenting pedestrians in Ramallah 
or Nablus for not adhering to strict Islamic 
dress codes or for eating in public during 
the Holy Month of Ramadan are common. 
But if any Palestinian finds such harass- 
ment grounds for breaking ranks, their exit 
should be welcomed. It is quality of cadres 
we should seek not quantity. 

The onus in the end is on the Palestinian 
mainstream and leadership to feverishly 
strive to deconstruct any artificial walls the 


desperately needed base of popular sup- Israelis are working franticly to erect in 


port. But Palestinians, both Christians of 
all sects as well as Muslims of all shades, 
do not have a history of deep-rooted ani- 
mosity or sectarian strife. Even at the peak 
of Lebanon's civil and religious conflagra- 
tion. Palestinians exhibited an immunity to 
such religious division which was always 
strengthened by a common cause and cul- 
ture. 

Most of the recent intra-Palestinian con- 


our midst We must ensure no credulous 
Palestinian unwittingly works to cement 
these artificial barriers by re min ding our- 
selves of who are the ultimate beneficia- 
ries. The Israelis again 


The writer is freelance Arab American 
journalist and member of the Arab 
American Mirror think-tank established in 
the U.S. to help address the imbalance in 
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flict transpired along political and ideolog- Middle East coverage in the U S He con- 
.cal lines but not religious ones. And this, tributed this article to the Jordan Times. 



Back to the cabbies 


To the editor: 


after READING Thursday's “Society on the move.” I 
found inconsiderate thugs" to be a perfect description of 


Jordanian taxi drivers. 


J?™ TnP 0pe m hlS l etter tkTwo Problems" (Jordan Times, 
y 10} ^ seems to find taxi drivers “courteous, kind and 
generous. I wish that were true. If Jordanian taxi drivers 


^oTborhi 1 f h e p n emen ’ obvious, y roost teeange girls would 
not bother their parents for lifts like I do. As a^rf-I have 


* ough . t abo _ ul Soing into a taxi by myselt 


men™™ *« * 0? ^ -t heaS SdTharass- 
Ih^ Phir f ^ ^ ^ omen domestic help from Sri Lanka and 
not scon SeS W h° t0 ° 0ften encounter taxi drivers who do 
As a feachmg ** destination, and wotse. 
fortable taking counoy ' 1 have been to and felt com- 

! T , Was UiC - Taxi drivers there are 
gentlemen ^ pleasant (to a certain limit) and are real 

Maybe not all our taxi drivers 
not saints! 


1 are thugs, but they surely are 


Jomasa Wad) Karaflsheh 
Amma n 
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Features 

Palestinian people’s rights are 
internationally documented 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, May 12, 1998 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

ON APRIL 22, 1998 all the Arab states 
including the Palestinian National Author- 
ity signed the Convention Against Terror- 
ism- In my view there are two important 
provisions in the convention. The firsr is 
that the convention distinguishes between 
acts of terrorism and the armed struggle 
against foreign occupation or for liberation 
and self-determination. The other provi- 
sion says that acts harmful to the territorial 
integrity of a signatory country are not 
considered a struggle for liberation. This 
provision aims at condemning in advance 
the so-called fundamentalist “Islamists" 
who are waging a terror campaign against 
the lawful governments of Egypt and Alge- 
ria. 

This article deals with the first above 
mentioned provision in so far as it is 
applicable ro the Palestinian struggle for 
liberation against the Jewish-Israeli occu- 
pation of their territory. The Palestinian 
people have suffered and are still suffering 
the pain and harassment of the Israeli 
occupation not only since 1967 war but 
also since 1948 (when almost one million 
of them were brutally uprooted and 
expelled from their homeland). Since 1 948 
they have been living in dire conditions 
either as refugees outside their country or 
under Israeli occupation. This occupation 
is one of the worst and cruel of its kind that 
the world has even known (except perhaps 
during ancient barbaric periods in history) 
because its aim is not simply to conquer 
and administer the country as the old Euro- 
pean colonial states did in other countries, 
but to uproot the indigenous Palestinians 
from their homeland and replace them with 
foreign Jews from the four comers of the 
world. 

Naturally this occupation led to the law- 
ful and justifiable armed struggle by the 
Palestinians against Israel so as to defend 
their country, their very existence and their 
national identity. This right to resistance 
and struggle is in line with international 
precedents with the Hague Conventions of 
1970 as complemented by the Third and 
Fourth Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 
the Protocols of 1977 and with the follow- 
ing tLN. resolutions: General Assembly 
Resolution 2672 (XXV) of December 8, 
1970 states that “the people of Palestine 
are entitled to equal rights and self-deter- 
mination in accordance with the Charter of 
the U.N.” and declared ‘That full respect 
for the inalienable right of the people of 
Palestine is an indispensable element in the • 
establishment of a just and lasting peace in 
ihe Middle East."*Generai Assembly Reso^ . 
lution 3070 (XXVin) of November 30, 
1973 has affirmed the inalienable right to 
self-determination of all peoples under 
subjugation and the legitimacy of the peo- 
ples’ struggle for liberation from alien sub- 
jugations by all means including armed 
struggle. General Assembly Resolution 
3236 (XXIX) of November 22, 1974 pro- 
vided, inter alia: “Further recognises the 
right of the Palestinian people to regain its 
right by all means in accordance with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations.” 

Thus the Palestinian people have the 
right to resist by force Israeli occupation 
and to exercise their right to self-determi- 


nation if not obtained by peaceful means 
within the framework of the Oslo accord of 
1993 and subsequent agreements. This 
right was first enshrined in the Fourteen 
points of President Woodrow Wilson after 
World War I, in Articles 1 and 55 of the 
Unired Nations Charter and subsequently 
embodied in General Assembly Resolu- 
tions some of which are quoted' above. In 
referring to General Assembly Resolution 
3070 mentioned above. Professors Thomas 
M alb son and Sally Mallison of George 
Washington University state as follows: 
‘“Since the American Revolution relied 
upon armed struggle to achieve self-deter- 
mination about a century and a third before 
the principle of self-determination was 
used in the post World War I peace settle- 
ment. it is not surprising that the General 
Assembly specifies it as a permissible 
method now. Its permissibility is legally 
significant as an authoritative General 
Assembly assertion that armed snuggle for 
self-determination is consistent with the 
purposes and principles of the United 
Nations Charter. In a situation such as 
Palestine where the people have been 
denied their right of self-determination by 
armed force, the right to regain it by armed 
snuggle is considered permissible under 
Article 51 of the Charter concerning self- 
defence." 

Hardly any country in the world has won 
its independence without resorting to vio- 
lence whether in the form of war-like oper- 
ations or armed resistance or armed strug- 
gle, or even terrorism as Israel did during 
the British mandate in Palestine. Resis- 
tance in the large sense of the term has 
been defined as an organised underground 
movement of a conquered country' made up 
of groups of fighters engaged in sabotage 
and secret operations to thwart, waylay and 
otherwise wear down occupation forces 
and often punish collaborators among fel- 
low countrymen. There is a plethora of his- 
torical examples, suffice it to mention a 
few of them: The Italian armed struggle for 
the independence and unification of Italy 
in the 1 9th century, the Mau Man fighters 
which resisted British occupation of 
Kenya, the Algerian resistance movement 
against the French occupation, the patriot- 
ic front of the - then called Rhodesia against 
Ian Smith's rule and die subsequent inde- 
pendence of Zimbabwe, and the south 
Yemeni from which waged a bloody fight 
against the British colonisers. We should 
not forget the American war of indepen- 
dence under-Washington against the 
British rulers although the then Americans 
were branded by the British as the “rebel 
yankees’’ nor should we forget the French, 
Belgian and other European resistance 
movements against the German occupation 
during World War II. 

Those are examples among many in the 
world, which the Palestinians can emulate 
if Israel does not withdraw from Palestin- 
ian territory in accordance with the Oslo 
accord and subsequent agreements to 
which Israel has committed itself. 

To paraphrase Thomas Jefferson, who 
wrote most of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence of the United States, the Palestinians 
have the right “to assume among the pow- 
ers of the earth the separate and equal sta- 
tion to which the laws of nature and 
nature’s God entitle them.” 


Two-day weekend will prove efficient’ 
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By Zaidoun Abuhassan 

RETURNING HOME after a 
thing and productive week at 
work, with the contentment of 
having a two-day weekend is 
anticipated to add so much to 
ihe proficiency of Jordanian 
workers by changing their 
weekly working habits. 

The government has recent- 
ly begun discussing a study 
by the Ministry of Adminis- 
trative Development on grant- 
ing public sector employees 
an additional day off on the 
weekend. 

Preliminary results have 
shown that 76 percent of Jor- 
danians working in the public 
sector are in favour of an 
additional day off. 

Having a foil two-day break 
will give in addition to a feel- 
ing of relaxation, convenient 
bme for the worker to be with 
his family, and evaluate what 
occurred during the working 
week. 

Having spent a relaxing 
twchday weekend win give 
the labourer a look forward 
anticipated with momentum 
tod thrust to the coming work 
week 

Nowadays, having only Ftv 
•ky as a day off in which most 
men amend the fiiday prayers 
which finish around 12:30 
P-el, their day off consists of 
My-IO hours as they all 
*Qhre eariy to start fresh on 
Sunday, leaving them with 
P®acn’ca5ly no rime to attend 
to their personal matters. 

Some might argue that “we 
toe a third world country and 
^fchaveio put in more hours 
10 catch 15) with the first 
w °dd.” But the way things 
SUn d, this argument is a false 


goal in- the end is to 


produce the best quality weak 
in these hours and to shift our 
stale of mind from busy ori- 
ented to result oriented. 

While the Labour Law in 
the Kingdom states that work- 
ing hours should not exceed 
48 hours a week, the average 
worker in governmental 
offices today works an aver- 
age of six hours a day result- 
ing in a total of 36 working 
hours a week. 

Having a five-day working 
week, trill consequently lead 
to having longer working . 
hours on working days. 

If a worker today puts in an 
average of 36 hours a week, 
with die new policy, working 
hours should be from eight to 
five, resulting in 40 working 
hours a week. 

These working hours will 
have to include all govern- 
mental sectors especially the 
“cash boxes” which presently 
close ar 12:30 p.m. leaving 
practically no time for busi- 
ness to be attained. 

This timing will create the 
urgency of having a lunch 
hour break, leaving employ- 
ees not much alternative than 
to have lunch from a nearby 
restaurant and give them, 
restauranteurs, consequently 
more business. 

After a two-day break we 
would develop an urge to go 
to work and have a desire to 
be there rather than feeling 
obligated to be there. 

We would, in addition, feel 
more focused in our jobs 
because we have given our 
personal lives the quality time 
needed- 

Another bonus to a two-day 
weekend on the long mn 
would be the noticeable 
reduction of “excused leaves” 
during working days. 


On a larger national scale, 
this “break’ will boom inter- 
nal tourism. 

Having a longer weekend 
will lead families to organise 
small trips, Petra, Aqaba, 
Jerash, and other tourist 
attractions will be flooded 
with people, and hotels will 
start depending more on local 
tourism. 

With Friday as our national 
day off, the question is what 
other day is going to be cho- 
sen? Thursday or Saturday? 

Thursday as the second day 
off will create confusion and 
cut the Kingdom’s contact 
with the outside world for 
four days, as most other coun- 
tries' public and private sec- 
tors are off on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Bassam Emoush, 
Minister of Administrative 
Development was quoted as 
saying last month. 

Stock markets exchange 
abroad operates from Mon- 
day to Friday, therefore the 
day off would preferably have 
to be Sarurday, said Miflah 
Aquil a banker in Amman. 

Interesting enough is that 
after a long study, the govern- 
ment of Pakistan decided to 
follow up the two-day week- 
end system for a few years 
choosing Thursday and Fri- 
day, but recently changed it to 
Friday-Saturday after wit- 
nessing difficulties in contact 
with the outside world. 

Whichever day will be cho- 
sen, the proposal of a second 
day off is highly encouraged 
but should be carefully stud- 
ied before its final approval. 

The writer is a Jordanian 
business entrepreneur. He 
contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times 


Computers, viruses and war 

The information revolution makes life more difficult 
for close , authoritarian societies 


By Lawrence Freedman 

HAS THE information rev- 
olution transformed the 
nature of international con- 
flict? Finance, trade, trans- 
portation and energy supply 
all depend upon smooth 
and uninterrupted informa- 
tion flows. In strategic 
thinking, dependence soon 
becomes a vulnerability 
and then by extension a 
potential target. In the 
1970s, action by OPEC 
suddenly made Western 
stales aware of their depen- 
dence on external oil sup- 
plies. and for a while “ener- 
gy security" was a major 
concern. 

Now the same translation 
from dependence to target 
has been made with infor- 
mation. Viruses can destroy 
vital systems in a surprise 
attack. Small campaigns of 
information warfare are 
becoming quite common- 
place. The Pentagon’s com- 
puters appear to be under 
almost continual, though 
largely unsuccessful, bom- 
bardment from hackers 
who see it as a special chal- 
lenge. All this has led to 
anxieties that new opportu- 
nities are opening up for 
hostile states or terrorists. 
According to the National 
Defence Panel of the Unit- 
ed Srates, “information 
warfare threats to the Unit- 
ed States may present the 
greatest challenge in 
preparing for the security 
environment of 2010- 
2020 ." 

Such "information war- 
fare” might involve dis- 
abling air-defence systems, 
sending missiles off course, 
leaving local commanders 
in the dark and senior com- 
manders confused by inter- 
fering with software or 
hardware. Television 
images might be distorted 
to make an enemy leader 
appear ridiculous: mislead- 
ing signals could be sent to 
top commanders; false 
orders might be delivered 
to key units. Civilian life 
might be disrupted through 
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attacks on the information 
systems supporting the 
financial or transportation 
systems. 

There are possibilities 
here lhai any responsible 
government must take seri- 
ously. But it is dangerous to 
lei imaginations run riot. 
Though such tactics could 
play a supportive role in 
certain conflicts, it is diffi- 
cult to see how they could 
be decisive by themselves. 

Vulnerabilities in the 
information sphere are rare. 
In war it is natural to target 
the enemy's supplies of 
food, fuel, equipment and 
ammunition, for they can- 
not be readily replaced. But 
information is becoming 
the ultimate renewable 
resource, and while its col- 
lection can be impeded and 
its movement frustrated, 
acquiring, storing and com- 
municating information are 
all gening progressively 
easier. In any event, infor- 
mation is not knowledge 
and knowledge is not wis- 
dom. 

Moreover, it’s not easy 
for anyone to dominate the 
flow of information. Mili- 


tary -rele". am information 
can be obtained through the 
civilian sphere and shared 
by friend and foe. The 
immediate dissemination of 
news of a high intelligence 
value by CNN and the BBC 
has come :o be taken for 
granted. Radios, mobile 
phones and personal com- 
puters ha\ e become 
portable and widely avail- 
able. As many 70 million 
people now use the Inter- 
net." The Pentagon itself 
now relies on commercial 
telecommunication for 95 
per cent of its information 
traffic. Commanders can 
find it quicker, and as reli- 
able. to lum to news chan- 
nels than to wail for infor- 
mation to pas\ — and be 
filtered — through a mili- 
tary hierarchy. The conse- 
quences of this were 
noticed in a war game 
organised by the l : .S. army 
last September. The enemy 
wa* able to use commer- 
cially available communi- 
cation and navigational 
satellites, and developed an 
impressive communica- 
tions network using cellular 
phones — which could not 


be jammed. 

Clever plans to target an 
enemy’s information sys- 
tems will always be subject 
to basic uncertainties. Have 
the right systems been tar- 
geted? Can the enemy 
switch easily from one sys- 
tem to another? As with 
espionage and psychologi- 
cal-warfare operations in 
the past, information-war- 
fare operations will be seen 
as potentially valuable sup- 
plements 10 a campaign, 
but not something upon 
which total reliance can be 
placed. Ev en if a successful 
strategic-information cam- 
paign could be designed 
and mounted, the victim 
might not respond in kind. 
As with other “nonlethal” 
weapons, there is no guar- 
aniee that retaliation will be 
of equivalent “nonlethal i- 
ty." -Furthermore, when 
faced.. vrilJi the task of dis- 
abling a critical facility, 
clever and subtle forms of 
electronic w arfare may w ell 
seem unnecessarily risky 
when compared with some- 
thing cruder. Why be a 
hacker when you can use a 
bomb? 


The concern w ith the vul- 
nerability of information 
networks may be missing 
the most profound strategic 
consequences of the Infor- 
mation Age. Even before 
the Internet, news forms of 
communication were giv- 
ing rise to new forms of 
subversive action. Thus, 
audio tapes w ere employed 
during the 1978 overthrow 
of the Shah of Iran, video- 
tapes in the mid-1980s 
Philippine revolution and 
fax machines in the cam- 
paign against Gen. Manuel 
Noriega of Panama in the 
late 1970s. More recently, 
when the Mexican govern- 
ment moved against the 
Zapatistas, the rebels used 
lapiops 10 issue commands 
and the Internet to publicise 
allegations of government 
atrocities to gain support 
from international organi- 
sations. Authoritarian 
regimes are now struggling 
to control the Internet or 
enforce bans on satellite 
receivers. With good rea- 
son: communist govern- 
ments were unable to stop 
people picking up from 
their radios and televisions 
compelling images of a 
freer and more prosperous 
wav of life. 

In short, the most effec- 
tive information attacks 
may be more positive than 
negative in their effects. 
The information revolution 
may turn out to be less 
about disrupting the smooth 
functioning of governments 
and armies and more about 
stimulating political change 
bv sending unwelcome 
messages into closed soci- 
eties. Remember the free 
flow of information helped 
end the cold war. 

The writer is professor of 
war studies at King s Col- 
lege. London. This article is 
based on a forthcoming 
paper for the International 
Institute for Strategic Stud- 
ies on "The Revolution in 
Strategic Affairs. " 

— Newsweek 


Washington and the Copts 


By Steve Negus 

PROMINENT EGYPTIAN Chris- 
tians have come out strongly 
against .American legislation that 
threatens to place sancrions on 
Egypt as a country w-iih a “perse- 
cuted” Christian “minority." They 
argue that Copts are not a minori- 
ty, are not persecuted and, even if 
they were, the last thing they 
w’ould want would be an outside 
protector. 

On March 25. the House of Rep- 
resentatives’ International Rela- 
tions Committee began to debate 
the Freedom from Religious to 
Persecution Act of 1997. Accord- 
ing to this bill, any state which 
persecutes religious minorities 
directly, or tolerates other groups 
doing so, would lose all U.S. 
development aid, and American 
trade officials would be required 
to “actively oppose” them receiv- 
ing any loans from international 
bodies. Sudan, and after that 
China, are the main targets of the 
bill, but Egypt, Iran and Pakistan 
have been cited in the past by the 
bill’s mostly right-wing Republi- 
can sponsors as potential targets 
for persecuting Christians. Bud- 
dhists and Baha’is. The persecu- 
tion of Muslims is condemned, but 
no country has yet been singled 
out for this. 

The inclusion of Egypt on the 
blacklist is mostly the work of 
expatriate Copts in lay groups like 
the International Coptic Federa- 
tion. They have down-played real 
grievances, tike restrictions on 
church building and advancement 
in government, and played up a 
handful of killings. On March 24, 
the federation took out a full-page 
ad in the Washington Post asking 
Mubarak “whether the Luxor 
attack was enough to open your 
eyes to the atrocities in the south.” 
Certainly, there have been cases 
where Islamist insurgents have 
killed Christians just for being 
Christians — like two massacres 
last year which cost two dozen 
lives* — and many deaths can be 
attributed to sloppy police protec- 
tion. The south is a violent place, 
however, and the police don’t do a 


good job of protecting anyone. 

"" To tar the complicated mess of 
sectarian, political and family 
feuds in Upper Egypt with the 
brush of “persecution" is mislead- 
ing. Take the case of a 14-vear-old 
Christian girl murdered alongside 
her father, mother, brother and sis- 
ter in the Bani Suwayf district of 
Wusta last November. The girl had 
previously run off with a Muslim 
boy threatening to many and con- 
vert but had ultimately been 
returned to her family because she 
was under the age of consent. The 
expatriates say that the family was 
killed by Islamists. The authorities 
and independent observers say 
that the more likely culprit was the 
girl’s older brother. Essentially. 
Congress is retrying Egyptian 
criminal cases, without benefit of 
witnesses, from thousands of 
miles away. 

The state has mounted a pre- 
dictably clumsy response. The 
official government line is that 
Copts have no problems at all. On 
March 23. Coptic parliamentary 
deputy, Edward Ghali A1 Dahabi. 
declared that Copts and Muslims 
were one, citing timely bits of evi- 
dence — that British High Com- 
missioner Lord Cromer had said; 
“There is no difference between 
Muslims and non-Muslims except 
that Muslims pray ttt mosques and 
Christians pray in churches" 
(1912). and that Pope Benjamin 
had supported the Arab eonauesi 
(640 AD). 

More sophisticated arguments 
came from a conference held by 
the Islamist-oriented Labour Party 
on April 1, articulated by Protes- 
tant writer Rafiq Habib. “Foreign 
intervention will cost us our histo- 
ry. our civilisation, our political 
independence.” he said. “Chris- 
tians are not persecuted because 
most Muslims do not perceive 
them as a minority.” Whether this 
is true or not is open to debaie. 
But if Lhe U.S. did want to get 
Muslims thinking of Christians as 
a minority, the best way to dc> it 
would be to step in as their protec- 
tor. 

— Middle East International 



Cement company pins hopes 
on Palestinian market 


G15 summit 
opens in Cairo 


By Suleiman AJ- Khali di 

Renter 


AMMAN — Jordan's 
cement industry sees a recov- 
ery in 1998 hinged on an 
export drive in nearby mar- 
kets to offset any slump in 
local housing activity and Far 
East sales after Asia’s finan- 
cial crisis. 

“In 1998 we will focus on 
our immediate neighbour- 
hood. We have Syria and 
Palestine and we will consoli- 
date our presence in the 
Yemeni. Sudanese and Red 
Sea markets.” said Abdul- 
Elah AJ-Kharib. general man- 
ager of Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries t JCF). 

JCF. w hich has a production 
monopoly in Jordan until 
2001, says the regional export 
push to raise market share 
should compensate for weak 
far eastern demand and stag- 
nant housing activity. 

The company says 1997 
performance was hurt both by 
a 12 per cent drop in local 
construction activity and the 
Far East crisis, which nipped 
in the bud an export sales 
recovery, that had until Octo- 
ber run to an 11.5 per cent 
growth level. 

"i In) our exports we felt the 
impact of wh3t happened in 
the South Asian market, 
because up until the end of 
last October growth was clear 
in sales.” Khatib said. 

A 50 per cent drop in sales 
to the major Malaysian mar- 
ket and Israeli volume quotas 
which stemmed exports to the 
Palestinian market helped cut 
export growth to a modest 3_5 
percent in 1997. 

A government move in 
April last year to adjust for the 
first time in six years cement 
prices by four dinars ($8.46) 


to 48.7 dinars per tonne was 
not enough to offset the sales 
loss. 

“This year we have to shift 
our exports to ocher markets, 
we are in the process of doing 
so and we are close to con- 
cluding deals regarding our 

exports, things look reason- 
ably good for 1998,” Khatib 
told Reuters. 

JCF. which traditionally 
counts on exports to offset 
slack local sales, is cautiously 
optimistic the domestic mar- 
ket outlook in 19SS will pick 
up on improved housing 
activity and start of public 
infrastructure projects. 

“We are assuming that there 
will be an improvement but 
we are basing our production 
and sales plans...on the same 
numbers as 1997. although 
we hope there will be 
increased activity in the hous- 
ing sector." Khatib said. 

Lucrative Palestinian 
market a major peace divi- 
dend 

Officials are optimistic 
1998 will herald a break- 
through in Jordanian cement 
sales to the Palestinian market 
once all Israeli hurdles are 
dismantled. 

Ending non-tariff barriers 
such as tough Israeli stan- 
dards specifications, security 
searches, various surcharges 
which together put Jordanian 
cement at a cost disadvantage 
would not only transform 
JCF's fortunes this year but 
also provide a much delayed 
peace dividend from Jordan's 
1994 treaty with Israel. 

Israeli barriers to the flow of 
goods across the West Bank 
despite the accord, which nor- 
malised trade ties with Jordan, 
are an obstacle to ties and a 
major hindrance to growth in 
exports. 


They fuel widespread suspi- 
cions that Israel wants to keep 
its monopoly over the lucra- 
tive Palestinian market — 
estimated to be worth around 
$2.4 billion annually 

“It’s a very promising mar- 
ket and we hope that we will 
be able to get a fair share of 
that market in cooperation 
with our Palestinian brothers.” 
Khatib added. 

Many Jordanian business- 
men with ethnic affinities and 
wide ranging commercial ties 
with their Palestinian brethren 
across the Jordan river consid- 
er the West Bank a natural 
market for their goods. 

JCF exported only 120,000 
tonnes of cement to the Pales- 
tinian market in 1997, just a 
fraction of the 1.5 million 
tonnes of annual consumption 
which Israel now fully satis- 
fies. 

“We hope that in 1998 we 
will not face the obstacles that 
we faced in 1997. we are 
working with our partners to 
facilitate the movement of our 
products to the Palestinian 
authority areas in increased 
quantities," he added. 

Company officials say 
removal of obstacles would 
suffice to ensure Jordan cap- 
tures a lion's share of the mar- 
ket. pointing out that Israel’s 
own Nesher Cement firm 
needs to import cement to 
meet the rising demand of the 
Palestinian housing activity. 

Recent Israeti-Jordaxuan 
trade talks resolved the thorny 
standards and specification 
issue and eliminated Israeli 
quotas on cement, raising 
hopes of an Israeli commit- 
ment to respond finally to 
long-standing Jordanian 
grievances. 

Israel has already given ini- 
tial censeot to allow Jordan to 


export 500,000 tonnes of 
cement to the Palestinians this 
year. Jordan is about to imple- 
ment plans with the Palestini- 
ans to expand a bonded stor- 
age area in Palestinian-ruled 
Jericho to allow direct truck- 
ing to retailers. 

Financial outlook promis- 
ing while the company’s net 
profits have been stable in the 
last two years at around 12 
milli on dinars, JCF expects its 
earnings growth to rise steadi- 
ly by 2000. 

Analysts say JCF s prof- 
itability outlook should 
improve after the company 
last December secured 30 
million dinars ($42 million) in 
loans to re-finance its short- 
term credit as part of an over- 
all financial restructuring 
scheme. 

The firm is now the focus of 
a heated public debate over 
whether the government 
should sell 33 per cent of the 
company to a foreign strategic 
investor — a move which crit- 
ics say endangers its future. 

Many parliamentarians and 
the company's own board 
have put pressure on the gov- 
ernment to rule out a foreign 
strategic investor who would 
put his global interests above 
the firm. 

The leading Egyptian 
Investment Bank. EFG Her- 
mes. recently appointed as 
financial adviser to help the 
government in proceeding 
with the sale, will look into all 
options. 

The firm hopes to become a 
leading regional cement pro- 
ducer once an ambitious 
multi-million dollar moderni- 
sation scheme, started in 1996 
to reduce operational costs 
and raise capacity, is complet- 
ed. 


CAIRO (AfP) — Leaders 
and representatives of the 
Group of Fifteen (G15) devel- 
oping nations opened Mon- 
day their eighth summit 
which was set to be dominat- 
ed by the Asian financial tur- 
moil and efforts to bolster 
North-South relations. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, whose country is 
hosting the three-day summit, 
gave a keynote speech under- 
scoring the importance of 
coordination and cooperation 
between member countries 
and world financial groups. 

President Suharto of 
Indonesia, Alberto Fujimori 
of Peru and Liamine Zeroual 
of Algeria were also set ro 
give speeches focusing on 
Asia. Latin America and 
Africa respectively. 

Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Alatas. whose country 
is witnessing bloody riots 
triggered by the region’s eco- 
nomic crisis, called for closer 
South-South relations — 
especially joint venrures and 
vigours us trade between G15 
members. 

"Our agenda of position in 
this summit is to secure con- 
crete South-South coopera- 
tion to enhance trade and 
joint ventures.” Alatas said in 
a statement to state television 
broadcast shortly before the 
start of the summit. 

“Without such concrete and 
effective effort we will not be 
able to make use of the poten- 
tial which we all possess" 
Alatas said. 

Mubarak. Suharto. Zeroual 
and Fujimori were joined at 
the Itdhadiya presidential 
palace in the northern suburbs 
of Cairo by President Daniel 
arap Moi of Kenya. President 
Abdu Diouf of Senegal and 
President Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe. 


The summit was also 
attended by Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad of 
Malaysia as well as the vice 
presidents of India. Brazil, 
Argentina, the prime minister 
of Jamaica and representa- 
tives from Venezuela. Chile. 
Nigeria and Mexico. 

The leaders sat at a very 
large oval table decorated 
with a huge bouquet of flow- 
ers placed in the middle. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Arar Mussa told reporters on 
the eve of the summit that the 
gathering was not expected to 
find miracle cures for the eco- 
nomic turmoil in Asia. 

“We are not expecting any 
magic formulas at the end of 
the meetings, but there will be 
a better understanding of the 
causes (of the economic cri- 
sis),” Mussa said. 

“We are still far from any 
mechanisms.” to ensure no 
repeat of the currency col- 
lapses, bankruptcies and 
stock market crashes that 
have swept across Asia since 
late last year. 

The turmoil has triggered 
protests in Jakarta and several 
people were killed there in 
confrontations with security 
forces, amid repeated appeals 
for Suharto’s resignation. 

On Monday opposition 
leaders in Indonesia urged the 
national assembly to scrap 
Suharto’s election in March 
to a seventh five-year term. 

The Indonesian delegation 
has refused to comment on 
the trouble at home but 
Mubarak told reporters Sun- 
day that Suharto was deter- 
mined to solve his problems. 

“He has some problems but 
he has a strong will and he 
said he is going to continue to 
work hard ( to surmount those 
difficulties).” Mubarak said. 


50 years ago, Palestine’s economy interrupted by Israel’s creation 


JERUSALEM (AFP) — Palestini- 
ans dispute claims Israel was built 
from nothing on barren land, 
remembering a blossoming econo- 
my of agriculture and trade which 
was interrupted by the creation of 
the Jewish state 50 years ago. 

“Palestine in 1948 was practical- 
ly a complete country, especially 
on the economic level. There was 
a well-defined entity with social 
and economic bases. There was a 
nation.” said Mohammed Asbtiya. 
head of the Palestinian Economic 
Council for Development and 
Reconstruction. 

In the last decades of Ottoman 
rule, then during the 1917-1948 
British mandate. Palestine began 
to show promise as a modem 
economy and infrastructure and a 
boom in the Arab population. 

The centerpiece of the Palestin- 


• ian economy: was orange produc- 
tion. based - around the- coastal city 
of Jaffa.-knowu io-Arabs as the 
“Bride of the Sea.” which had 
some 420 farms producing 3.3 
million oranges a year, statistics 
show. 

In 1947, Palestine exported 
nearly half a million Palestinian 
pounds (equivalent to British 
pound sterling) worth of citrus. 

Gaia. further south on the 
Mediterranean cast, was a center 
for wheat production, exporting 
4,000 tonnes worth 1 80,000 

pounds in 1900. mainly to Eng- 
land and Scotland for beer produc- 
tion. 

Nearly 60 per cent of Palestini- 
ans worked in agriculture, while 
27 per cent worked in trade and 
business and 13 per cent in indus- 
try, according to 1931 statistics. 


The Arab Bank opened in 
Jerusalem in 1930 and would 
become the engine of Palestinian 
finance. The National Arab Weav- 
ing Company, Palestinian Lead 
Company and the Sharqiya Com- 
pany for producing bus and truck 
bodies were leading industries. 

In 1945, some 46,000 employ- 
ees worked in several thousand 
Palestinian industries. 

Advertisements in Arab newspa- 
pers of the time show an array of 
Arab-produced and imported 
products, from toys and toiletries 
to cigarettes and leather goods. 

The Ottoman-built railroads in 
Palestine were proportionally the 
largest in the Arab world, with 600 
kilometres (360 miles) of track per 
million inhabitants, compared to 
500 kilometres (300 miles) per 
million in Syria and Lebanon. 


In 1923, the port of Haifa in 
northern Palestine was renovated 
and enlarged at a cost of 1.2 mil- 
lion pounds. Haifa also was the 
site of a petroleum processing 
plant which produced some four 
million tonnes of fuel in 1945. 

With the growth in the economy 
came a sharp increase in the popu- 
lation. Arab residents between the 
Mediterranean and the Jordan 
river doubled from 660,000 in 
1922 to some 1.3 million in 1946. 

But at the same time. British 
authorities were allowing the 
influx of Jewish settlers from 
Europe, who numbered some 
500,000 in 1946. 

The decades of British rule saw 
growing competition between the 
two communities, as the Jewish 
community sought to build up its 
own economic base. 


Boosted by the influx of Jewish 
workers and capital and favorable 
British policies, the Jewish com- 
munity came to dominate industry 
in the 1930s, producing by the end 
of the decade some 80 per cent of 
Palestinian industrial output. 

By 1945. Jews held nearly as 
much farmland producing citrus 
as Arabs. In the late 1930s Jews 
began buying large farms from 
Arab landowners Living abroad 
and expelling Arab workers to 
replace them with Jews. 

Spiraling political tensions and 
violence, then the partition of 
Palestine, climaxed with the 1948 
war. which led to the destruction 
of over 400 Arab villages in the 
area which became Israel and the 
flight of 700-900.000 Palestinians 
from their lands. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
i Tulip-to-be 
5 Track figures 
9 Tale 

14 Biblical twin 

15 Wrfe/sister of 
Zeus 

15 Holiday in Die 
month ot Adar 

17 Surrounded by 

IS From a 
distance 

19 Alpaca 

20 Jimmy Button 
song 

23 Scrooge, to 
triends 

24 Individual 

25 Pacific part: 
abbr. 

28 Formal 
proclamation 

31 Once existed 

34 The Family’ 

36 Eggs 

37 H.S. subject 

33 Andrews 

Sisters’ song 

41 Exclusively 

42 Luau garland 

43 School vacation 

44 Either part of a 
fly? 

45 Dads 

47 Crocodile 

48 ’Cheers' 
bartender 

49 All aflutter 

51 The Eagles 

song 

58 Scree 

59 Major or Minor 
constellation 

60 Olfactory 
trigger 

61 Borden's 
spokescow 

62 Look 
lasciviously 

63 the pants 

64 Requirements 

65 Cheryl, the 
actress 

66 Siestas 
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By Kenneth Witte 
Fayetteville. AR 


□OWN 

1 Smile 
expansively 

2 West Point sch. 

3 Den 


4 Of a financial 
plan 

5 Midwest airport 

6 Give a meaning 

7 Euphemistic 
oath 

8 Gilbert of 
’Roseanne’ 

9 Wood strip 

10 VeiJ material 

1 1 _ Roberts U. 

12 Hoarfrost 

13 OW-time singer 
Sumac 

21 Alamogordo 
headline word 

22 Singing parts 

25 Wooden shoe 

26 Perfect places 

27 Dancer Astaire 

29 Italian ship. 

S.S. Andrea _ 

30 __ been had! 

31 Mrs. FUntstone 

32 Interviewer 

33 Night fights 

35 Sandwich meat 

37 Lite garden 
vegetables 

39 D.C. character 


□0B00DSS QQ0BB0 
□0EKH0Q0B E3BDQEH3 
000110000 EH10B00 
0000 □□□□ E3E900 

000 00D0D00 000 
00(3 D0000 00000 
000300 0000D 
0D0DO0 000000 
00000 000000 H 
00000 GJ0000 000 
00O 0000000 0D0 
□DUB 0000 0000 

000000 00000000 
H0B Q0 D 000O00QH 
000000 00000000 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


IClIMa Ttwno Ueoo Sana. He. 

Uiyummd 


40 Deceive 
43 Temporary 
halts 

46 Gave lip 
46 Caiamari 

50 Night 
watchman 

51 -Fireside yam 

52 Otherwise 


53 Action break 

54 Vicinity 

55 Something to 
think about 

56 Cleansing 
agent 

57 Makes a 
mistake 

Sfi X 
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ARIES: (March 2 1 to April 1 9 j You couldn’t pick a bet- 
ter day for travel. Well, there's one minor problem, A 
surprise could be hiding out there. In other words, don’t 
go over the speed limit, especially past billboards that 
are big enough to hide a cop car. You’d never speedany- 
way, though. Right? 

TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) A deal that looks too 
good to be true, is. If you stick with what's wadeed 
before, you'll be fine. Give that advice to a friend who’s 
considering a career move. You’ll finally get the answer 
to a question you’ve been wondering about this after- 
noon. if you ask again. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Somebody's going after 
your job. Just yesterday you were comp l a inin g about 
the work, but now you have to show you can do it bet- 
ter than anyone else. No problem. When you’re hot, 
you’re hot. You might even thank this person for wak- 
ing you up. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Your work load is pick- 
ing up. You might ask a friend to help. He or she can do 
some of the stuff you find too difficult. Everybody has 
different talents, and it’s nice to know people who shine 
in areas where your bulb is burning a little dimly. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You get a break today. 
Somebody who was previously antagonistic is coming . 
over to your side. This could be fun. You now outnum- I 
ber the competition. It's probably because you have I 
such an excellent argument. The other side is still pret- 
ty powerful, however, so don't get cocky. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have 
changes going on at home. That can be disruptive, but 
this time it should work out fine. If you focus on your 
overall objective, the little stuff won’t get so annoying. 
Just relax and enjoy yourself, if you possibly can. You 
might even make a bigger mess, just for the fun of it 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You may not 
know how you’re going to take advantage of an 
opportunity yet, but that's OK. You can learn as you go 
along, and the pressure makes it more exciting. You 
may discover you have a natural talent you didn’t know 
anything about! 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You could 
come up with a fabulous new way to get rich. If you 
don't already have a second career, this is a good time 
to consider the possibilities. You'll have a greater 
chance of success if you research this idea thoroughly 
before plunking down any money. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You 
have a tough job to do. but you have support from peo- 
ple who love you. Thai’s empowering, and it looks like 
you’re getting something of a tailwind. You're being 
pushed towards success right now by forces beyond 
your control, so you might as well relax and go along 
for the ride. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) “Secrets 
are being revealed, and one of them might be something 
you thought was long forgotten. If you have any skele- 
tons in your closet, spruce them up for public display. If 
not, there's something else that needs to be tidied up. 
Give it some thought, then get busy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A meeting 
with friends will go well this morning. You’ll get a lot 
decided and people will come up with all kinds of great 
ideas. You’re still embroiled in a conflict at home, but 
that’s OK. Having a good attirude. which you do, will 
help you resolve it easily. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There will be a 
test on all the things you find most threatening. Make a 
list of them now, while you're thinking about them, so 
you'll know what to study. Once you know what they 
are. you can deal with them. Then there’s nothing to 
worry about, is there? 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 



If you’re mad about last night, press 1 . 
it you re mad about this morning, press 2 
it you re mad about something that 
happened years ago, press 3 ” 
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Insurance companies will not be given 
more time to increase capital to JD2m 


** THERE IS no intention to extend the 
grace period given to insurance companies 
to adjust to the requirement of raising their 
capital to JD2 million, the insurance comp- 
troller at the Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Supply has stressed. 

Comptroller Basel Hindawi said the grace 
period was over and it will not be renewed, 
especially as most of the companies have 
mer the requirement before the end of the 
deadline. Noting that only three companies 
did not complete the measures to raise their 
capital, Mr. Hindawi urged them to fully 
expedite the work and consequently avoid 
being subjected to legal penalties. 

■The policy of the ministry is fixed in this 
regard and will not be altered because it is 
an implementation of the law that is indis- 
putable and binding to all.*’ the comptroller 
emphasised. He highlighted the importance 
of mergers as an alternative to meet the 


requirement and strengthen the financial 
standing. 

Or. Hindawi said that the newly-estab- 
lished companies, which were set up after 
1996, have to raise there capita! to JD2 mil- 
lion within two years from being officially 
licensed to operate. There arc three compa- 
nies in this category that have to increase 
their capital, the comptroller added. 

Asked about the draft of the new insur- 
ance law. Dr. Hindawi said it was formulat- 
ed according to die best international stan- 
dards. "it was prepared alter a thorough 
study, with the participation of all concerned 
parties, to be a modem law in all standards 
and to be in tandem with the requirement of 
the insurance market." he concluded noting 
that the new draft law was completed and 
presented to the Council of Minister.. (A1 
Ra’ik 


Maritime company posts $3. 5m profit 


** THE ARAB Maritime Bridge 
Company posted S3.5 million in profit 
last year, the firm's general manager 
Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahhab has said. 
He revealed that since 19S8 until rhe end 
of last year, the company transported 
around 10 million passengers and half a 
million small and large vehicles. During 
the past ten years the company's profit 
amounted to about JD3 million or nine- 
fold the firm's capital. 

The company was set up in 1985 as a 


joint Jordanian- Egypti an -Iraqi company, 
mainly to transport passengers and goods 
between Aqaba and Neweibe. the 
Egyptian pen. The capital of the compa- 
ny amounts to S6 million paid equally by 
the three countries. 

Mr. Abdul Wahhab said ihe company’s 
fleet comprises two femes each with the 
copaciry to transport 2.750 passengers, 
250 small cars and 37 trucks. The fleet 
also includes a 260-passenger speed boat 
{Al Ra'i). 
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Majt 

)r Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at — 

. 11/05/98 18:26 



' Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 




US Dollar 

- 

1.7785 

0.6141 

14842 

132.63 

14334 

1751.90 

2.0018 

5.9570 




DE Mark 

0.5829 

- 

03454 

04352 

7445 

0.8067 

985.65 

1.1265 

34532 




GB Starting 

1.6285 

28945 

- 

24169 

21644 

24343 

2852.97 

34599 

9.7010 




CH Franc 

0.6738 

11985 

04132 

- 

8847 

0.9653 

1179.65 

134-79 

44112 




JP Yen 

0.0075 

1.3388 

04625 

1.1184 

- 

14803 

1340 

150.84 

4.4894 




■*--CA Dollar 

0.6976 

1.2916 

04225 

1-0566 

'148- 

■ 

1270.80 

14551 

44265 




. IT Lira .. 

0.0006 

1.0137 

03502 

00847 

132240 

.04180 

. 

1142 

34988 




NLGuDdtr 

0.4996 

88.74 

0.3065 

74.14 

6642 

0.7158 

874.85 

- 

2.9744 




FR Franc 

0.1679 

0.2981 

01030 

24-9085 

2244 

04406 

33.59 

334900 

- 






Middle Eastern Currencies 






Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 




US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7505 

03770 

3.6400 

04016 

3.6727 

1514.00 

34025 




Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

- 

6J898 

0.5317 

5.1340 

04252 

5.1801 

2135^*0 

4.7990 




Saudi Riyal 

0.2686 

0.1890 

- 

01005 

097 

0.0804 

098 

403.68 

0.9072 




Bahrain Dinar 

2J5 

1.8808 

9-9491 

- 

946 

07998 

9.74 

401643 

9.0259 




Qatar Dinar 

(L2747 

0.1948 

1.0304 

14304 

- 

0.0828 

1.01 

415.93 

04348 




Kuwait Dinar 

3.31 67 

2JJ516 

124395 

1.2503 

12.07 

- 

12.18 

5021.56 

04348 




Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

09911 

0.0821 


41243 

0.9264 




Lebanese/1000 

(L6G 

0.4683 

24772 

02490 

24042 

01991 

24268 


24474 




Egyptian 

0.2939 

0.2084 

1.1023 

0.1108 

1.0698 

00886 

1.0794 

444.97 

- 




Energy 





Mid-East Currencies 
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Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 





14-39 

13.79 


SA Riyal 

04666 

04738 

0.16372 

049595 

354794 




W-Taxai 

15-43 

15-17 


AE Dirham 

04723 

0.48382 

016718 

0.40433 

36.1285 




Bonny 

14J9 

13.79 


KW Dinar 

3.3167 

549275 

2.03666 

4.92611 

440.141 




Dubai 

12.82 

12J3 


BH Dinar 

04770 

4.71254 

142893 

343856 

351.989 





157.00 

156.00 


CY Pound 

14057 

34862 

1.1698 

2.829 

252.825 



* JOD C 
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Libor Fixing 




Currency 

ESS 

■-nil i 



R 5 SS 

-1 - 


-6- 

KB 




US Dollar 

EZU 

0.710 



zCS'M 

Month 


Months 





GB Startling 

1.1587 

1.1645 




E^i 

5.7344 

54047 

54531 




DEMark 

0.4004 

04024 



GBP 

74323 

74375 

74375 

74375 




CH Franc 

0-479 

04814 



JPY 


04148 

04563 





FR Franc 

0.1194 

0.12 



DEM 

34124 

3.7375 

3.8500 





JP Yen 

0.5322 

05349 



FRF 

34313 

14797 

1.7891 

1.9766 




NL Guilder 

0.3653 

0.3571 



CHF 


34113 

3.7441 

34512 




FT Lira 

0.4059 

04079 



ITL 

54800 

5.1110 

4.8380 

. 
















Main Eauitv Indices 
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Index 

Value 

wsssm 

EEiffll 

EMM 1 

TFM 





NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

9154.79 

99.64 

1.1 

9189.67 

90554 

9055.15 




Newyork 

SAP 500 

1115.74 

74 

069 

1119.13 

1108.14 

1106.14 




London 

FT-SE100 

6022.6 

524 

0.88 

60304 

59574 

5969.8 






15381.9 

2324 

1.54 

15433.9 

152134 

16149 




Paris 

CACAO 

4017.24 


2.84 

401744 

3966.84 

390646 




Fran 


DAX ! 

5341.69 

ESI 

14 

53474 

530545 

S25748 
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Foreign firms may be allowed 
to open offices in Tehran 


TEHRAN « AFP. — 

Foreign companies would 
be allowed to open offices 
in Tehran for the first time 
since the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution under a new pol- 
icy proposed by the eco- 
nomic ministry, an official 
said Monday. 

Reia Zavarei. the director 
of the state registrar office, 
told the English-language 
daily Tehran Times that the 
ministry had approved a 
“set of regulations to guide 
foreign companies intend- 
ing to open an office in 
Tehran. 

The regulations. Ntill to be 
approved by the cabinet, 
“will soke many problems 
facing Iran, notabh after 
the break up of the former 


Soviet Union and Eastern 
i European Communist) 
Bloc.*’ he said, without elab- 
orating. 

"Foreign firms will be 
allowed to open offices here 
on a reciprocal basis and 
within the framework of 
business activities defined 
by our government,” the 
official said, adding that 
foreign companies were 
required to "operate within 
the framework of the coun- 
try *s Islamic tradition." 

The Iranian parliament 
passed a law last New ember 
to allow foreign companies 
to register in Iran. 

The law however stipu- 
lates (hat any such autho- 
rization would have to be 
■■reciprocated'' by allowing 


Iranian firms to have repre- 
sentation in the country 
whose firms operate in Iran. 

It also obliges the foreign 
firms to confine their activi- 
ties here w ithin rules set by 
the assembly and in confor- 
mity with Iranian law. 

Until now, foreign firms 
were not allowed to be 
legally represented and any 
activities required special 
authorisation from the gov- 
ernment. 

Around -0 foreign com- 
panies are presently active 
m Iran under a special su- 
ms. 

Iran has been trying to 
artract foreign investment, 
but there has been little 
interest mainiv due to strict 

laWS. 


Continent’s first euros 
to be struck in France 


PARIS iAFP> — The first 
euro*, wen? io roll out of 
France’s official mint Monday, 
the Orel single currency coins 
to be struck by any of the 11 
nations joining the currency. 

Economy Minister 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn and 
European Affairs Minister 
Pierre Moscovici planned to 
■attend the launch of the one 
euro coins in the southwest 
town of Pessac, near Bordeaux. 

The first coins u ill be a lim- 
ited series, with mass- produc- 
tion due later. The mint has 
already begun sinking the 
lower denomination cent coins. 

By January 2002. when euro 
notes and coins are to begin to 
replace national currencies. 
France is scheduled to strike 
7.6 billion coins, or 50,000 
tonnes worth, four limes the 


weight of the Eiffel Tower. 

That will mean 12 million 
coins a day during three \ears 
for tiw Pessac mint. 

The eight different coins, 
worth between 0.01 and two 
euros, will be struck with one 
European side and one national 
side. 

In France, coins worth 1. 2 
arid 3 cents w ill cany the por- 
trait of Marianne, the female 
sj mbo! of the French republic, 
while 10s. 20s and 50s will fea- 
ture a sower. One- and two- 
curo coins are to carry a tree of 
life. 

Belgium. Spain and Italy are 
due tu begin producing their 
euros in ihe summer while 
Austria has decided to begin in 
autumn and Germans 1 by end- 
year. 


Saudi Arabia believes oil market on the mend 


DAMASCUS iR) — Saudi 
Arabia believes oii markets 
are on the mend w ith supply 
and demand back in balance 
after oil producers started 
reducing supplies, a Gulf 
source said Monday. 

The source, tamiliar with 
Saudi oil policy, said 
OPEC's biggest producer 
was “optimistic'' that crude 
prices would continue their 
recovery from the nine-year 
lows of early March. 

“We are 100 per cent sure 


prices will not fall." rite 
source told reporters on the 
sidelines uf an .Arab energy 
conference. 

He said it could tala: 
another four to six weeks to 
see the full impact on the 
market of the cuts agreed by 
OPEC and non-OPEC after 
a secret march meeting host- 
ed in Riyadh by Saudi 
Arabia. 

“The market is getting 
tighter. Prices will improve 
in coming weeks and 


months." he said, calling the 
market “w ell balanced.” 

But he said all producers, 
including Saudi, remained 
open to the possibility of a 
second round of production 
cals if necessary. 

Producers were discussing 
ways :o improve the market 
“including the possibility of 
further production cuts if 
required," he said. 

Mexico, one of the Riyadh 
trio of producers which 
orchestrated the cuts, said 


last week that the outlook 
for the market indicated 
more cuts would probably 
not be needed. 

Major oil producers have 
pledged reductions of about 
1.5 million barrels a day 
(bpd i to year's end including 
1.25 million from 
Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting 

Countries < OPEC > members. 

The source said Saudi 
.Arabia was satisfied that 
producers were sticking by 
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FAST 13 tCWTBS COMPANY'S MAKE 
HIGH LOU 


P / * 


arv. 


VO. VO. OP 
CP SNARES 
TRAMS. 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 




OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE PRICE 


S 

3S5.SOO 

170.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.5 

1.05 

94 

2750 

523995 

186.00 

190.00 

4.00* 


2.340 

1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

13.6 

4.19 

22 

44660 

74074 

1.65 

1.67 

.02* 


1-300 

.830 

KID. EAST INV.BK. 

64.4 

0.00 

25 

30450 

29809 

.93 

.98 

.05* 


6.160 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BK. 

16.6 

3.41 

54 

17643 

102593 

5.76 

5.87 

.11- 


4. ISO 

1.190 

JOR. KUWAIT BANX 

.9 

C.OG 

2 

200 

3B1 

1.88 

1.91 

.03* 



. 59C 

JOR. GULF BANK 

3.9 

10.61 

11 

17600 

11616 

.66 

.66 



4.020 

1.740 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

19.0 

0.00 

:e 

5100 

9445 

1.87 

1.86 

.01- 


3.900 

1.500 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

9.9 

c.co 

7 

1900 

2875 

1.53 

1.53 



2.350 

1.610 

JOR. INV.FIN.HAKK/NEW 

Z 

c.co 

1 

100 

155 

1.63 

1.55 

.00- 


1.400 

.600 

BEIT .AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

4.2 

C.OG 

4 

£450 

4740 

.83 

.87 

.04- 


BRSUC SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 260.05 -CflG: 

*1.90 

237 

125875 

759710 




s 

1.350 

.900 - 

ARABIAN SEAS ZN5UR. 

49.4 

O.GC 

3 

163 

147 

.95 

.90 

.05- 


2.300 

1.200 

J10LT LAND INSOR. 

5.9 

0.00 

1 

100 

:i4 

1.20 

1.14 

.06- 


2.350 

l.aoo 

ARAB LIFE XKSUR. 

3.8 

0.00 

1 

250 

550 

2.10 

2.20 

.10* 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 121. 

53 =CBG: 

•*0.09 

5 

513 

811 





2.340 1.620 JOT. ELECTRIC PWR. 9.8 5.4T 
S.5O0 2.450 HIKES MINERALS 73.8 0.C0 
1.550 .970 NATL. PORTFOLIO 43.5 0.C0 
1.130 .850 BEAL ESTATE. ZNV. 17.6 0.C5 
1.480 1.060 KID. EAST HOTELS P 0.00 
4.600 3.890 ARAB XVTL. ZNV.EDOC. 10.0 2. CO 
1.830 1.450 UNIFIED CO. 6.7 7.28 


10 


5050 

50 

4700 

1100 

100 

1700 

600 


10169 

235 

5128 

970 

110 

6822 

906 


2.02 

4.59 

1.08 

.90 

1.06 

4.04 

1.52 


2.01 

4.50 

1.09 
.90 

1.10 
4.01 

1.51 


- 01 - 

.09- 

. 01 * 

.04+ 

.03- 

. 01 - 


SEKVXCB SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 114.44 XCSG: -0.14 


35 


13300 


24330 


4.450 2.450 JOT. CEMENT FACT. 15.3 4.26 45 37352 94931 2.53 2.58 .05* 

7.050 5.500 ARAB POTASH 00. 27.1 3,64 1 1000 5500 5.50 5.50 

• 11.250 9.270 JOR. PETROL. RETINART 10.0 8.6C 10 3492 35939 10.25 10.33 .08* 

6.100 4.500 JORDAN TANKING 8.4 7.66 1 50 261 5.50 5.22 .28- 

2-070 1.100 INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 9 O.CO 2 450 527 1.20 1.17 .03- 

5.740 3.540 ARAB PHARK. MAKF. 14.4 3. 84 89 38213 199823 5.20 5.21 .01+ 

7.200 1.760 JOR. CERAMIC IND. 8.1 5-41 4 3700 6670 1.76 1.85 .09- 

4.750 3.870 JOR. PRINT C PACK. 9 C.OC 2 175 644 3.87 3.68 .19- 

1.440 1.020 JOR. PIPES MAVFCT. 9.8 fl.47 I 1500 1770 1.18 1.18 

1.420 .750 RAFIA INDUSTRIES 9 0.00 2 650 528 .85 .81 .04- 

.570 .400 LIVESTOCK 6 FOU1TRT 15.9 0-CC 10 7250 3458 . 48 .47 . 01- 

.620 .510 RATIONAL XNDS. g O.CO 1C 18350 9542 . 52 . 52 

.760 .370 INTERNED. PEXRO.CHEH. 9 0.00 2 4000 1600 .41 .40 .01- 

2.020 1.300 URIV.CHEM.INDS. 12.9 6.35 3 700 894 1.30 1.26 .04- 

3.000 .920 MATL. CABLE WXRE.KFAC 27. J 0.00 6 1421 1647 1.16 1.16 

.730 .530 JOR. SULPEO-CEZK 11.4 O.CO I 250 150 .61 .60 .01- 



1.560 

1.150 

ARAB FHARH.CHEH. 

14.3 

4.62 

6 

4750 

6175 

1.30 

1.30 

- 

s 

1.540 

.810 

UNIV. MODN.INDS. 

14.0 

6.82 

6 

4 SCO 

3960 

. B7 

.88 

.01* 


1.200 

.670 

JOR. ISDS . RESOURCES 

9.1 

14.71 

3 

265C 

1938 

.67 

.66 

.01* 


1.620 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

9.3 

7.58 

3 - 

966 

1274 

1.32 

1.32 

— 


1.080 

.810 

JOR- NEW CARLE CO. 

12.3 

11.49 

I 

100 

87 

.86 

-87 

.01* 


1.310 

1.080 

INTI. TOBACCO 

7.4 

5. 56 

7 

2651 

3339 

1.27 

1.26 

.01- 


1.220 

.870 

UNION CH. 6 7EC. 

11.0 

0-GG 

2 

8000 

8800 

1.10 

1.10 

— 


.860 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

8.3 

9.46 

5 

6334 

4687 

.74 

.74 

• 


.690 

.570 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.7 

0.00 

20 

39300 

11387 

.59 

-59 

- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 104.02 <GBCi 

*0.37 

232 

167904 

405421 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 174.87 'OBi 

*1.30 

509 

307592 

1190272 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY- 

11/05/1998 




N 

1.050 

.910 

EXPORT fi riN.BNK.75X 

16.8 

C.00 

4 

4300 

2772 

.91 

.91 

_ 


.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9 

O.CO 

13 

22750 

9720 

.42 

.43 

.01* 


.700 

.480 

NATL. CCWKER. CENTERS 

E 

O.GC 

2 

248 

124 

.52 

.50 

.02- 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50= 

9 

0.00 

2 

16000 

4160 

.76 

.76 

- 


■ 620 

.360 

ARAB F1K. INVEST. 


o.ac. 

12 

36530 

15324 

.41 

.42 

.01* 


1.010 

.720 

AL-SKARQ INV. CO. 

p 

0.00 

10 

100300 

IOOOOO 

1.00 

1.00 

— 


.780 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAB 

39.8 

0.00 

6 

30303 

19814 

.70 

.68 

.02- 


.600 

.370 

ARAB rOOO 4 MED. 


c.cc 

4 

21030 

1OO0O 

.48 

.48 

— 


.500 

.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 

P 

0.00 

2 

900 

288 

.32 

.32 

- 


.650 

.360 

NATL. MULT. ENG. KAMI CO 


o.oc 

in 

353823 

151759 

.44 

.44 

- 


.690 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

6 

6000 

2940 

.60 

.59 

.01- 


1.660 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 

9.7 

8.22 

1 

1030 

1400 

1.53 

1.52 

.01- 


-730 

.550 

RAIL PHARK. 

E 

0.00 

2 

1000 

670 

.68 

• .67 

.01- 


.830 

.470 

XNDS. CERAMIC 

13.1 

O.CO 

1 

250 

125 

.50 

.50 

— 

V 

.950 

. 5S0 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 


O.CO 

9 

13539 

8298 

.63 

.62 

.01- 


-710 

.430 

NATL. POOLTRX 


O.OC 

45 

202650 

104176 

.52 

.52 

- 

N 

.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 

2 

O.CO 

4 

620C 

2294 

.62 

.62 

— 

H 

1.310 

1.000 

NUTXZPAR 

P 

o.oc 

10 

200000 

IOOOOO 

1.00 

1.00 

- 


CRAND TOTAL 


916060 


533943 
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those pledges. 

“We are sure that most 
countries are committed to 
pledges — OPEC and non- 
OPEC." he said. 

Estimates were dial 
OPEC and non-OPEC oil 
producers removed at least 
1.3 million barrels a day 
(bpd) from the market in 
April compared to the 
February benchmark fur 
cuts, the Gulf source said. 

The estimates came from 
a number of secondary 
sources which monitor the 
market. 

Oil markets had found 
further support from a fall 
in Russian expons and were 
likely to draw strength from 
North Sea maintenance and 
some improvement in Asian 
demand, the Gulf source 
added. 

The oil market situation 
would be discussed further 
at a scheduled meeting of 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) oil ministers on June 
16 in Riyadh. 

OPEC members Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates and Qatar 
and non-OPEC Oman are 
GCC members along with 
Bahrain. 

OPEC meets in Vienna on 
June 24. 

Slovene free 
trade agreement 
with Israel 
prepared for 
signing 

ZAGREB (AFP) — A 
free trade agreement 
between Slovenia and 
Israel will be signed in 
Israel on Wednesday by 
Slovenia’s minister of 
economic relations and 
development. Marjan 
Senjur. and Israeli 

Minister of Trade and 
Industry Natan 

Sharanski, STA reported 
Monday. 

The agreement will be 
of great .help to Slovene 
exporters, whose prod- 
ucts are currently sub- 
ject to high export 

duties. Last year 

Slovenia exported items 
worth a total of $7.9 
million to Israel, while 
Israel's imports from 
Slovenia reached $72.1 
million. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
; rent and sale 

famished & Unfurnished 

| Fw more information call: 
AfrJoun Real Estate 

«OWS/5920609«)79-30007 
. E-mail address 
.com.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style" 


Anira Forum Hot el. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527418 


Studio Haic 


1 hour 

Develop 

atourstop.afkfflSE . 

* JUMBO pf^to^xr 

."sessaa. 

2Qjc30.cm.Mk‘ ■ 1 



Shmdsani - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swefflah Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 




yrsrJiJLOzm 


L’olmer Restaurant 

# 

Abdoun 5929564 


tOOttKGfOi TENDER MT 


FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

hi Cpmpslirivf Prices 

Giffit' fu dll’ Piunretv 
AL - Ft H.VJS FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near UK Bawalaurear School 
Tel.: 720459 




Pub & Rawfitumnt 

Join Us & Judge 

for yourself 

inp music 

MOXDAY U THURSDAY 

Optm for hunch Daily 

Swei’iyeh - Behind Istifci.n Sooksncp 
Tfcl. fllii£S0 CclluUr 073 - 237SL4 
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FIFA challengers clash in Asia 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — The bat- 
tle for the most powerful job in world 
Football moves east this week with 
Lennart Johansson and Joseph Blatter 
scrapping for key Asian votes for their 
June 8 showdown. 

Johansson, president of the 
European Football Union, UEFA, and 
Blatter, genera] secretary of the world 
body FIFA for 12 years, make a bid for 
the 39 Asian votes up for stake when 
they address the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC l congress. 

Asia’s votes in die battle between the 
burly Swede and the dapper Swiss to 
succeed Joao Havelange as FIFA pres- 
ident are expected to be crucial in 
deciding the outcome two days before 
the opening match of the sport's sum- 
mit in France. 

Johansson believes he has the back- 
of Europe and Africa, although 


ine 


Blatter fired a shot across his bows by 
opening his election campaign at the 
French Olympic headquarters in Paris. 
Latin America and Asia are leaning to 
the former Swiss colonel, whose rap- 
port with the 19S national football 
associations on five continents gives 
him grassroots appeal. 

Johansson has built his campaign on 
on appeal to the top officials in conti- 
nental federations, promising them a 
bigger voice in FIFA and more money 
for the development of the game. 

But the Swede was disappointed by 
the apparent indifferent reaction he got 
when he last visited Asia in April, 
when AFC General Secretary Peter 


Velappan got Johansson to speak to 
AFC executive commitee members at 
a ceremony for AFC’s new building in 
Kuala Lumpur. 

At the same time Blatter proved he 
could play politics better by reaffirm- 
ing his ties in private meetings with 
individual secretaries of Asian federa- 
tions. 

In contrast to the FIFA battle, bloc 
interest more than personal rapport 
appears likely to determine the elec- 
tions to the AFC executive commitee 
and to the federation's two executive 
co mmi ttee slots in FIFA. 

Incumbent President Sultan Ahmad 
Shah of Malaysia was unopposed as 
president when nominations closed in 
mid-March. At Thursday's elections, 
the vital contests are for 10 executive 
committee seats and two seats at FIFA. 

AFC has 45 members but only 39 are 
eligible to vote in the continental con- 
gress and at FIFA. Palestine, 
Afghanistan. Bhutan, Cambodia. 
North Korea and Mongolia are ineligi- 
ble because they did not field teams in 
a required minimum of two AFC com- 
petitions in the preceding term. 

At present there is a preponderance 
of members from West Asia in AFC’s 
executive committee. 

Among the AFC exco's 20 members, 
eight are from the region and the 
important commitees of competitions, 
finance, referees and discipline are 
chaired by West Asians. Further, two 
of three exco seats for AFC at FIFA are 
the hands of Abdullah A1 Dabal 


in 


(Saudi Arabia) and Mohammed 
Hammam (Qatar). 

In Thursday’s elections, Dabal, 
incumbent Warawi Makudi of 
Thailand and Junji Ogura of Japan are 
in a three-way contest for the two 
FIFA seats (Hammam's comes up for 
election in 2000). 

AFC has five blocks — West Asia 
(14 affiliates. 12 votes), South Asia 
(seven affiliates, six votes). Central 
Asia (five affiliates, all eligible). 
Southeast Asia HO affiliates, nine 
votes) and East Asia (nine affiliates, 
eight votes). 

Japan, by dint of being joint host for 
the 2002 World Cup. feel they should 
win one of the two FIFA seats because 
West Asia already has Hamm an at 
FIFA. Southeast Asia wants Warawi 
retained. 

All this, of course, does not reckon 
with the considerable pull Saudi 
Arabia exerts over the West Asian 
bloc, a clout that will be mustered 
towards returning Dabal and the coun- 
tries of Bahrain. Iraq. Lebanon and 
United Arab Emirates, the present 
incumbents, to the AFC exco (10 seats 
for countries). 

But if Central and South Asia sup- 
port a move by the East and Southeast 
Asian blocs to reduce West Asian rep- 
resentation then the benefciaries 
would be Ogura and Warawi. 

In that event, representation at the 
vital committees of the AFC would be 
more evenly balanced in a complex 
game of blocs. 


Passarella has Pele’s vote 


PARIS (AFP) — His pedi- 
gree is not in question and 
Argentina fans will forever 
have a place in their hearts 
for coach Daniel 
Passarella. who held the 
trophy aloft as skipper fol- 
lowing the South 
American's first World 
Cup triumph in I97S. 

But not everybody is a 
supporter and Federation 
president Julio Grondona 
was openly critical after a 
friendly defeat by Israel in 
April threatened to sink 
preparations for World Cup 
group dashes against 
Japan. Jamaica and 
Croatia. 

However, a 1-0 victory 
over Brazil in Rio last 
month give Passarella a 
much needed boost. 

Despite leading 

Argentina comfortably 
enough through the quali- 
fiers — they topped their 
regional group losing just 
two of sixteen matches — 


Passarella has continually 
been hampered by bad 
relations between him and 
goalscoring hero Gabriel 
Batistuta. 

Passarella has an auto- 
cratic streak and insists 
that unless the side’s all- 
time leading scorer agreed 
to play the way Passarella 
wanted be risked missing 
the finals. 

Athough Batigol 

returned — and scored — 
in a recent friendly win 
over Bulgaria. Passarella 
has often preferred to 
plump for Parma's Hem an 
Crespo, who played foF 
Passarella at River Plate. 

“I like one of my for- 
wards to play on the out- 
side and one to play down 
the middle. Crespo is more 
willing to play to this 
Style.” sniffed Passarella. 
who has also shown the 
door to Real Madrid's 
Fernando Redondo for 
refusing to get his hair cut. 



FRAJSICE OS 


Passarella. who turns 45 
on May 25 and who scored 
24 goals in his 71 interna- 
tionals despite playing 
sweeper, has to deliver the 
goods amid reports that 
Argentina’s 1986 winning 
coach Carlos Bilardo is 
mulling over a return to the 
helm. 

Bom in the city of 
Chacabuco in Buenos 


Aires province Passarella. , 
who made his name with 
River Plate as a sweeper 
before moving to Italy, has 
already conceded he is 
about ready to step aside 
after four years in charge. 

“I think I'm about 99 per 
cent sure I'd like to move 
on after the cup — proba- 
bly to Europe.” he says. 


Vogts picks Matthaus for France 9 98 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
Germany coach Berti Vogts 
has included former cap- 
tain Lothar Matthaus in his 
squad for the 1998 World 
Cup finals. 

Matthaus, Germany's 
most capped player (122 
internationals), last com- 
pered for Germany against 
Albania on December IS. 
1994. 

The 37-year-old’s inter- 
national career appeared 
over but the long-term 
absence of Matthias 
Sam me r left the fibero 
position wide open. 

He was booted out of the 
Germany team acrimo- 
niously two years ago, just 
before the European cham- 
pionships in England. 

Matthaus verbally 

attacked Vogts and savaged 
former Bayern Munich 
teammate Jurgen 

Klinsmann for allegedly 
spreading poisonous 
rumours and actively lob- 
bying to have him removed 
from the national squad. 

It came down to a 
Klinsmann versus 

Matthaus power struggle 
with neither emerging a 
clear winner. Matthaus did 
not for Germany again 
after the long running dis- 
pute and Klinsmann suc- 
ceeded him as captain. 



Bayern Munich libero Lothar Matthaus gestures during a German league match 
against Bayer Leverkusen in this September 1996 file photo. German soccer team 
coach Berti Vogts announced he had recalled veteran Matthaus for the World Cup 
finals in France. Matthaus, who captained Germany to victory in the 1990 World 
Cup, earned the last of his record 122 caps in December 1994 (Reuters photo) 


Injuries 

nag 

Dodgers’ 

Asian 

pitchers 


MIAMI (AFP) — Japan's 
Hideo Nome and South 
Korea's Park Chan Ho are 
in questionable health for 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
whose Asian starting pitch- 
ers are searching for 
answers to injuries. 

The Dodgers (18-18) 
won 4-2 over Florida here 
Sunday to complete an II- 
game road trip that includ- 
ed Nomo removing himself 
from a game Saturday with 
pain in the middle finger of 
his right hand. 

Nomo has an acrylic nail 
on the middle finger of his 
right hand to protect the 
fingernail, which split dur- 
ing his rookie season in 
1995. The nail was loose 
and causing pain when he 
threw. 

“It hurt too much, I 
couldn’t pitch with it.” 
Nomo said “The nail did- 
n’t split, but underneath the 
nail my finger hurt a lot, 
that’s why I came oul” 

Nomo gave up five hits, 
four runs and threw 72 
pitches in only two innings. 
Manager Bill Russell and 
trainer Charlie Strasser 
said the acrylic nail would 
have to be removed before 
they could determine the 
cause of the pain. 

When Nomo split his fin- 
gernail during his rookie 
season, he did not miss a 
stan. But no one knew the 
extent of the injury or if he 
would miss any time, only 
that Nomo and Park were 
questionable. 

Park had to come out of 
his start against the Marlins 
on Friday after four innings 
wfieri he felt jecumng pain 
in his lower back. 


Jordan ’s Alkhas 


to Asian All-Star team 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Whoever 
said that Jordanian “men 
cannot jump” must have 
been wrong. Dead 
wrong. 

For the 2-metre 6cm 
(6.9 feet) Zeid Alkhas it 
all started with an inter- 
est in soccer which 
developed into basketball 
fever. 

The A1 Ahli Basketball 
Club player and star cen- 
tre of the Jordanian 
national basketball team 
will be representing 
Jordan as part of the 
Asian All-Star team 
against Taipei May 25- 
June 1. 

Alkhas was chosen to 
represent the Kingdom in 
the All-Star Team for the 
second time after his 
impressive achievement 
in the first match last 
year. 

He said the experience 
of playing side by side 
with the best players in 
Asia as “indescribable.” 

“I am proud to repre- 
sent Jordan and be part of 
the Asian All-Star team.” 

“I was named top scor- 
er and best rebounder last 
year,” Alkhas told the 
Jordan Times. “I had 25 
points and 15 rebounds.” 

Alkhas was named to 
the All-Star team and 
earned a university schol- 
arship after leading the 
Jordanian youth team at 
the Asian Championship 
to third place and the 
World Championship 
finals in 1995. 

The scholarship is the 
first given to a Jordanian 
for his achievement in 
sports, and Alkhas is now 
studying at Buffalo 
University in the U.S. 
while playing in the first 
division team. 




Zeid Alkhas 


“My university team 
failed to reach the finals 
of the American 
Universities Basketball 
Championship,” he said. 

Comparing playing and 
training styles, AJJchas 
said: ‘There is a big dif- 
ference between training 
in the U.S. and here. 
Teams there have every- 
thing. We have financial 
support, gyms and five 
coaches” he added. 

“Players there breathe 
basketball and the game 
becomes a way of liv- 
ing,” he pointed out. 

■The coach plays an 
important part in the life 
of a team. 

“Having an experi- 
enced tough, dedicated 
coach is essential to build 
a well-prepared team,” 
he said. 

He also stressed the 
role of officials. 

“Choosing a coach who 
can communicate with 


the players is also the key 
to understanding the 
needs of each player," he 
continued. 


Last but not least is the 
dedication of the players. 

“More dedication, more 
love to your team and 
country is what’s need- 
ed,” he added. 7 

Alkhas said the lack of 
suitable basketball courts 
is the main problem in 
Jordan. 

He said Jordan’s, 
national team is heading 
in the right direction. 


“With players like 
Ayman Du’ais, Fadi 
Saqqa and Ma'an Odeh, 
our team can make a dif- 
ference,” he said. 

With high hopes for a 
promising future .Alkhas 
had one message for all 
the players in Knagdom. 

“Work hard and keep 
hoping for the best” 


&? 1 

V* 

i ' 

u v ‘ 


K;-» U ■*;•■*> s 






l'K 


\\ 


’4* “V 

0R>“ nu ' 


'l-' 


■ fv - tv*: 




■? , r. ’-5 


: .r.focs 


s*.* 1 : : 

ftr- .■II--- 










:.-r H 


0- 


liJ - ■ 


riffr K 







! la-v ’"« 

jlllWtr ' “ 
-i :1 * “ 

.! -j.*: .r:: 


•••. i::.. 1 : rv ’'i-c ricr 



3.-3ii\j s -;rvn.-. 

\ ,-r: 


• 


v :: . 

rjf PC.-.'.- 1 : ' ‘ l 


.jni-rin.-i ■ 


— 

— 

mi i liiiilil 


Title euphoria for Juve, Lens — gloom for Real 



PARIS (AFP) — Juventus fans had, of 
course, seen it all before, bur they greet- 
ed the Turin Giants’ 25th Serie A title as 
enthusiastically as ever after the 
‘‘Zebras" put the issue beyond doubt on 
Sunday courtesy of a Filippo Inzaghi hat 
trick against Bologna. 

But “Super Pippo" had to share cen- 
tre stage this weekend with one of 
European soccer's unsung journeymen 
in the shape of Yohan Lac h or, who 
secured Lens’ first ever title in France 
after scoring the championship-winning 
goal at Auxerre on Saturday. 

You won’t find two clubs in the whole 
of Europe with more contrasting histo- 
ries. with super-rich Juve numbered 
among the game’s princes and little 
Lens very much on the side of the pau- 
pers. given their blue-collar origins. 

Yet the French outfit has earned the 
right to rub shoulders with the big guns 
after overhauling similarly modest Metz 
by the slenderest of margins — just five 
goals — following Saturday's 1-1 draw. 

As Juventus contemplated yet another 
European Cup final on May 20 and 
“business as usual” in the form of yet 
another Champions League campaign, 
wide-eyed Lens fans were singing 
deliriously into the night as the measure 
of their side’s achievement sank in. 

And. typically, their down-to-earth 
heroes toasted their success not with 
champagne but cans of lager. 

Virtually the only thing the two cham- 
pionship-winners have in common is 
that they are both northern industrial 
towns, although Lens boasts a popula- 
tion of barely 35.000. .And yet 30.000 
came to celebrate at their Felix Bollaert 
stadium until the small hours. 

The French side's title win was 
achieved without the resources avail- 
able to the likes of Marseille and Paris 
Sl Germain as Daniel Leclercq’s side 
relied instead on old-fashioned hard 
graft, plus the inspiration provided by 
two Eastern European imparts: Czech 
star Vladimir Smicer and Yugoslav 
striker Anion Drobnjak. 

Half of the winning squad 


through the club's youth scheme, 
whereas Juve have the pick of any play- 
er in the world. 

Lens’ only previous success of any 
kind came when they were winners of 
the unofficial wartime league in 1944, 
and after a 92-year wait the extent of the 
celebrations were understandable. 

Lens’ coach Daniel Lecleicq said: 
“This title is the reward for attacking 
football.” His side ended the season 
equal top scorers with Auxerre with 55 
goals in 34 games. 

Today we are dreaming of 
Barcelona, Juventus and Arsenal,” 
added Leclercq. 

Club president Gervais Martel said: 
“This is the culmination of 10 years 
hard work.” 

Martel said the club's passionate fans, 
many decked head-to-toe in the team's 
red and gold colours, had played a key 
role in the team’s success. 

Italian passions were for once barely 
able to top those in France, but success 
at Juve is so routine their fans have per- 
haps become almost blase. 

Rivals Inter Milan gave the Old Lady 
a hand by throwing away any chance 
they might have had of lifting the 
“Scudetto" as they conceded two goals 
in the last five minute to go down 2- 1 to 
Bari. 

And Inzaghi’s explosive form did the 
rest as Juventus picked up their third 
league title in the past four seasons. 

Juventus must now be confident of 
putting the European Cup back in their 


put themselves two points clear of ReaL 
albeit with a disappointing goalless 
draw at Merida. 

Barcelona's 5-2 thrashing at Atletico 
Madrid on Sunday evening was scant 
consolation for Real fans as their rivals 
have long wrapped up the title. 

Real Sociedad moved above Real 
despite dropping careless points as they 
could only draw 1-1 at home to 
Tenerife, for whom former 
Middlesbrough man Emerson was on 
target But Sociedad still went third 
ahead on goal difference. 

In fact ReaL without an away win in 
the league for almost six months, could 
have dropped to fifth had Mallorca won 
at Salamanca, but that game ended in 
another draw as the top five failed to 
muster a win between them. 

Qub president Lorenzo Sanz said he 
was flabbergasted by the team's latest 
setback. 

T have spoken to them all, coach Jupp 
Heynckes and the players. But it just 
hasn't made any difference,” he wailed. 

Heynckes faces a meeting with club 
officials in midweek to decide his future 
— which appears to lie away from the 
Bernabeu. 

In the Ger man Bundesliga, Karlsruhe 
and Cologne, for the first time, dropped 
out of the top flight as Borussia 
Moenchengladbaeh and Bochum pufled 
themselves out of the fire with victories. 

Police arrested around 265 Cologne 
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array in the May 20 final in Amsterdam. 

Last season’s Spanish champions 
have inexplicably lost form and 
slumped to defeat at Espanyol on 
Saturday, meaning they could miss out 
on next season’s Champions League. 

Other results meant Real dropped 
down to fourth place with just one game 
left. 

Real went down to Roberto's only 
goal midway through the second half 
and then had to watch as Athletic Bilbao 
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which includes three championships. 

Tailenders Arminia Bielefeld are the 
third team to slide into the second divi- 
sion. 

Champions Kaiserslautern ended the 
season with a 1-1 draw in Hamburg 
while second-placed Bayern Munich 
crushed Borussia Dortmund 4-0 in a 
march of little significance. Dortmund, 
European champions a year ago, will 
not play in Europe next year. 
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PHILADELPHIA T 


Bruce Willis & 
Gary Oldman ... in 


THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA 


TEL-5677420 


The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


V 


Shows: 12.-00, 330, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


CONCORD 


'V 


CINEMA 


TEL; 5934793 


CQNCOKP-1’ 

Farouq Fishmci 6r Wafa Amr .. in 

HANHEB WANNEB 


(ARABIO 




A 


Shows IZ30.3J0. 6:15, &30, 10:30 
CONCOBPT 

ISMAIUA RAYEH GAI -KAMANANA 
Shows: 330, 6:15, 8:30, lOdO 
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CINEMA 


ABDOUN 


John Travolta ....in 

SHE IS SO LOVELY 

& 

still showing evenings 

TITANIC 




TEL; 3934793 
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ABDOUN 




Al Pacino ...in 

DONIE BRASCO 

& 

still showing evenings 

V TITANIC 
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HfehmYnsTfete 
TEL: 46251* 
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STAKING APRIL 6TH 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yams, Antal 
Dahbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 


1 


■ at&30pm 1 
For reservations call: 4640155, 4625155 
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ROME (AFP) — Martina Hingis 
earned revenge for a defeat six weeks 
ago when she beat Venus Williams 6- 
£ 2-6, 6-3 on Sunday to win the 
S926,250 Italian Open — her fourth 
title of the year. 

In late March ai Key Biscayne, 
Florida — the last time the pair met —I 
wodd No.l Hingis lost to fellow 17. 
year-old American Williams, going 
out in the semi-finals on hard court. 
Williams also beat Hingis in their first 
match of the year in Sydney. 

Oa-Sunday, those defeats were for- 
gotten as Hingis improved to 5-2 in the 
series. 

Hingis won the first set, but dropped 
serve twice in the second as Williams 
forced a decider. The Swiss player 
began the third set with a break but 
bad to fight to emerge victorious after 
four more breaks of serve before the 
end. 

The match lasted nearly two hours. 
The trophy was the fourth for Hingis 
this year and her second in as many 
weeks on the clay. 

Hingis, winner of three of last year’s 
four Grand Slams, has now triumphed 
at the Australian Open, Indian Wells, 
Hamburg and Rome so far this year. 

Williams played with her left knee 
taped, a problem which bothered her 
during a marathon semi-final win over 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario on Saturday 
at the Foro Italico- 

Hingis had to be the more refreshed 
after spending just 46 minutes in her 
semi-final victory over Croatian 


Mirjan Lucic. 

The two young talents tested out 
each others games in the first two 
games of the match with a pair of 
back-to-back breaks. 

Hingis then hit a spot of poor form, 
losing ten points in a row us she 
dropped serve to love in the fifth game 
and fell to 0-30 in the sixth game 
before recovering. 

She then claimed a break point and 
capitalised on it for 3-3 when Williams 
returned long. 

The top seed quickly gathered her 
resolve, holding in the next game and 
taking her second break of the set 
against the American. 

Williams put herself into a comer 
when a drop shot landed short and 
Hingis needed only one of the two 
break points on offer to take a 5-3 lead. 

The Swiss wasted one with a return 
past the baseline, but took the set a 
point later when Williams drove a 
backhand oul 

Williams took command in the sec- 
ond set, breaking in the sixth game for 
4-2 and levelling the match at a set 
apiece when Hingis sent a forehand 
into the net. 

Hingis then kept her nerve to win the 
marathon encounter. 

“It was a match of strategy, I knew 
she was tired from Satuitiay.” said 
Hingis, who won the last three games 
of the match. “I thought she might fall 
apart in the middle of the point, but 
she didn’t, she didn’t give up until the 
end.” 


Hingis, shorter by at least 20 cm to 
her rangy American opponent, added; 
“She’s all legs, all arms." 

“She takes one step and .she's at the 
ball, she has gone from one comer 10 
the other. 1 tried to mix it up. But 
sometimes it didn't work. 

“She sometimes had a better answer. 
But the last three games were OK. 

The Swiss said there is linJe doubt 
that she and Williams will challenge 
each other frequently in the future. ” 

“Venus is die toughest ueenaced) 
one of all,” said Hingis. “Her consis- 
tency has gotten better. 

’Tve always played her in semis or 
finals in the la^i three tournaments. 
She’ll be ready for the French Open 
for sure. I think she's playing like the 
world No. 2.“ 

Williams, who heads home to 
Florida, was far from impressed with 
her own showing this week. 

“1 wasn't hitting the ball the way I 
wanted to," said the American. "Today 
I worked to stop making mistakes. 
They still came, but not as much as in 
the other matches this week. 

"It was hard for me to get my foot- 
work straight on the clay. 1 just don’t 
play on it enough. Near the end of the 
week, I was able to do that better and 
better. 

“The thing I'll remember being at 
the site all day and night and trying to 
gel some sleep (playing both singles 
and doubles). Maybe next year, I 
won’t enter the doubles after all." 
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The Spanish team performs an exercise with two hoops and three ribbons to win the 
gold medal in that category at the world team rhythmic gymnastics championships. 
Olympic champions Spain won the gold medal at the hoop and ribbon apparatus final 
with a score of 19.850. Team members are (no L-R identification available): Lorena 
Gurendez, Paula Orive, Beatriz Nogales, Sara Bayon, Marta Calamonte and Carolina 
Malcfiair (Reuters photo) 


Costa wins as Corretja quits 
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HAMBURG (AFP) — 
Albert Costa won his first 
tournament since claiming 
the Marbella title last 
September when fellow 
Spaniard Alex Corretja 
retired in the third set of 
their German Open final on 
Sunday. 

Unseeded Costa, who 
earned $361,000, led 6-2,6- 
0, 1-0 against an opponent 
who was suffering from 
fatigue after his semi-final 
victory against Felix 
Mantilla on Saturday. 

Looking listless right 
from the start, Corretja sat 
with an iced towel around 
his neck at every change- 
over, and called for the 
trainer after conceding the 
opening game of the third 
set 

Fourth-seeded Corretja, 
who collected $190,000, 
jvas stretched to three sets 
tn every round, and saved 
two match points in over- 
coming Gustavo Kuerten in 
a draining quarter-fmaL 

9>sta also saved match 
Points in his first round win 
over defending champion 
Andrei Medvedev, but then 
Won his remaining matches 

comfortably. 

Costa won his first two 
jttvice games to love and 
“Id break point in the sec- 
ond game when Corretja 
°°uble-faiilted And 

although Corretja was able 
5 bnmediately recover a 
Losta break for 3-1, he was 
to offer little resistance 
after that. 

Costa broke again to lead 

2 and again for the set, 
and then dropped just one 
P™* 11 in the first three 
Baracs of the second set. 

increasingly 
to run for the ball, 
the only entertainment 
7*de from a few drop-shots 
, Io bs that broke op the 
Tallies. 

Costa was aware before 


the match of Corretja’s 
problem. 

”We are friends and spoke 
before the match and he told 
me he had no power,” said 
Costa. ‘‘He played one day 
six sets, and then three sets 
in two more matches. It's 
too much. 

“But 1 feel like a winner 
despite the way I won 
because on the first day 1 
was two match points down 
and feeling bad with my 
back. That gave me confi- 
dence and I played good 
tennis this week.” 

Corretja's retirement 
marked the third time in 
three days that players 
failed to last the distance 
here. Goran Ivanisevic quit 
in the second set of his 
quarter-final against 

Mantilla, suffering from 


low blood pressure and 3 
respiratory infection, and 
Karol Kucera conceded his 
semi-final against Costa 
because of blisters. 

“I played today because I 
have respect for Albert and I 
didn’t want to disappoint 
the spectators and spon- 
sors," said Corretja. “But I 
S3w already in the morning 
that I couldn’t play. When I 
practised I got dizzy, and 
after two games 1 saw it was 
impossible for me to play. 

“I took a test and my 
blood pressure was already 
down,” he revealed. “I took 
some vitamins, but I had a 
lot of matches. Because of 
the rain I didn’t start until 
Thursday and didn’t have 
time to recover myself 
between matches.” 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 
4643 
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O AK72 
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4,3 7 4 J 109863 
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OAQ3 
O J 1063 
+A52 

gOOTB d,n fEST NORTH EAST 
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Opening lead: Seven of A 

Here’s yonr chanee to display 
TOOT dummy-play technique- Cover 
the East-West cards with your 
thumbs and decide how you would 
ploy three no trump after the leadj 
of the seven of spades. j 

You get to three no trump after a| 
straight power auction. All you 
have to to is make it after East pro- 
duces the jack of spades at trick 

one. „ _ , 

A nod of approval is weQ earned] 


if you dude the first epadennd win 
tbs continuation. What now? 

Suppose you aroos to the ace of 
diamonds and take the heart 
finesse. That loses and back cornea 
a Spade, removing your last stopper 
in the suit as Bast discards a club. 
You can now afford the diamond 
finesse. West covers, but East 

shows out, shifting another dun. 

It looks as if you nave an ond- 
rtiav Come to hand with a dia m o n d- 

m East paro with yet anothw dub. 

cash the ace and king of dnb# and 
exit with a club. East wins and 
returns a heart, and you are left 
with a guess. Could you ha™ done 
better? 

fbe play to the first three tricks 
needs no improvement, but a heart 
to the ace at trick four offers several 
additional chances. No maner what 

West plays to trick, run the 
ig^K of neat. When East 

shows out, revert to beans by lead- 
ing up u queen. Since the jack Kdl 
in the first round, dummy s ten is 
ihe fulfilling Crick, 

This line wins whenever the 
straight heart finesse^ would hav*. 
but atoa produces a ninth trick on 
two Other combination* — when 
West started with a doubleion jack 
or doubletan nine of hearts- You can 
then establish a heart trick in dum- 

rpy by force- 


Ilie wins 
first ATP 
crown 


CORAL SPRINGS, 
Florida (AFP) — 
Andrew Hie won his 
first ATP Tour title 
here Sunday, beating 
Davide Sangiiinetti 7- 
5. 6-4 to capture 

America’s Red Clay 
Championship. 
Australian qualifier 
Ilie took a S34.S00 
top prize in the 
$245,000 event with 
his victory over the 
eighth-seeded Italian. 
Sanguinetti. 25, start- 
ed the tournament 
ranked a career-best 
S2nd after winning a 
Challenger series 
event last month in 
his homeland. 

Ilie. 22, has been 
slowed by back 
injuries the past two 
years. The world’s 
169th-ranked player 
has won seven match- 
es in a row r and 
reached his first ATP 
career quarter-final in 
Orlando two weeks 
aso. 
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Bulls, Lakers, Pacers and Jazz take control 


CHARLOTTE tAFPi — 
Michael Jordan scored 31 
point's and reigning champion 
Chicago beat Cliariotie 94- so 
Sunday, moving within one 
victory of the National 
BusLclbaJI Association semi- 
finals. 

The Bulls, seeking their 
third con sec urn e title and 
sixth in eight years, took a 5- 
1 lead in the best-oi-seven 
quarter-final and can oust the 
Hornets with a \ie:or> 
Wednesday ir. Chicago. 

Utah. mnnervup to 
Chicago in the finals last year. 
Indiana and die Los Angeles 
Lakers also won Sunday to 
take 3- 1 leads in their quarter- 
final matchups. 

Reggie Miller scored 5S 
points, including a dramatic 
three-point basket to force 
over-time, and Indiana beat 
New York US- 107. The 
Pacers can advance with a 
home victory Wedne*ia>. 

Shaquille O'Neal scored 39 
points and the Los Angeles 
Lakers beat Seattle 1 12-100. 
The Lakers can reach the 
NBA semi-finals for the first 
time since 1991 by winning 
Tuesday in Seattle. 

Karl Malone played 
through ankle and wrist 
injuries and collected 34 
points and 12 rebounds as the 
Jazz beat the Spurs S2-73 for 
a 3-1 lead. 

Jordan returned here to his 
home state for what might be 
the final time in his NBA 
career, having said this could 
be his final season. Hundreds 
stayed to the finish to cheer as 
he walked off the coun. 

The Hornets led 20- IS after 
the first quarter but the Bulls 
pulled ahead 44-40 at half- 
time and stretched the margin 
until putting in reserves to 
finish. 

"It was our pressure 
defence and overall offense.” 
Jordan said “We kept putting 
pressure on them and they 
never responded. 

“We took their best shot 
early on. All we had to do is 
keep our poise and get our- 
selves back in to the game.” 
Chicago's Dennis Rodman, 
sporting black leopard spots 
in his colorful dyed hair, 
pulled down IS rebounds and 
scored eight points in the 
rouL 

“Young teams get very- 
excited in the beginning.” 
Rodman said. "They start 
thinking, ’We got ’em. We 
got ’em. We got 'em' 3nd they 
forget to play the rest of the 
three quarters.” 

A sellout crowd at New 
York’s Madison Square 
Garden was silenced when 
Miller extended a history of 
beating the Knicks. sinking 
the equalizer with 5. 1 seconds 
remaining in regulation. 

In the final frantic seconds. 
Indiana centre Rik Smits 



Los .Angeles Lakers Shaquille O'Neal (R) wins the rebound against Seattle 
Supersonics Yin Baker in the fourth period in game four of the Western Conference 
semifinals. The Lakers uon 112-10U to take a 3-1 lead in the best-of-seven series 
(Reuters photo) 


missed a *>ho; and the loose 
ball was puiled down by 
Chris Mullin. He passed to 
Mari: Jackson, who found 
Miller unguarded outside the 
three-point arc. 

“It was a broken play. We 
were fortunate to get the hall 
back.” Miller said/'l w as sur- 
prised to be so wide open. 
Those are the toughest shots 
to hit on the road. Bui fomine 
was with mr and I knocked it 
down ” 

Allan Houston, whom the 
Knicks chose over Miller two 
years ago when bidding for 
free agents, missed at ihe 
buzzer after Miller e\ ened ihe 
game at I02-1U2. 

New Yuri, did not score in 
the final 3 1/2 minutes of reg- 
ulation and the first 3 1/2 
minutes of oxer-time. 

Jackson scored the first five 
points of <r,er-time. Smit> 
scored ir.side and Miller 
added a three -pointer with SS 
seconds remaining in over- 
time to gi’.e the Pacers j 1 !2- 
i 02 edge. 

Jackson finished with ib 


points and 15 rebounds. 
Houston scored 19 points tn 
lead New York but had only- 
one alter half-time. Patrick 
Ewing liad 1 7 points and 
eighr rebounds. 

The Knicks went on a 12-f 
run to grab their largest lead. 
97-89. with five minutes to 
play 7tf regulation. Dutchman 
Strife.- scored 14 of his 23 
points 'in the fourth quarter. 
"Rik did a great job of keep- 
ing us in the game.” Miller 

said. 

At Los .Angeles. O'Neal hit 
15 of 2t) shots, pulled down 
eight rebounds, passed out 
se\ en assists and blocked five 
shots to dominate Seattle, 
whose three losses to the 
Lakers have come by an aver- 
age of 17 points. 

“If we play smart, we can 
play with anybody.” O'Neal 
said. "Everybody is playing 
great. We have finally real- 
ized we have 10 play as a team 
if we are goinu to achieve our 
goal” 

Eddie Jones added 32 
points for the Lakers, scoring 


a playoff career high for the 
third consecutive game. 

In the other Western 
Conference game, Malone, 
who sprained his ankle late ui 
Game Three, suffered a 
sprained w-rist in Sunday's 
game. He still shot !7-for-2S 
from the field, but, amazing- 
ly. did not attempt a free 
throw after going to the line- 
825 times during the regular 
season. 

Malone scored 10 points in 
the fourth quarter, sinking 
jumper after jumper to thwart 
each run San Antonio made at 
the lead. His last basket with 
45 seconds remaining all but 
sealed the wnn, putting the 
Jazz ahead. 79-73. 

Greg Foster added 13 
points and Bryon Russell had 
1 2 for Utah, which will return 
home cm Tuesday to uy to 
wrap up its second straight 
trip to the Western 
Conference finals. 

Tim Duncan netted 22 
points and David Robinson 
had a quiet 15 and 1 1 boards 
for San Antonio. 


ENX 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Composed of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
salon and a dining room with large kitchen 
and breakfast room, garden and garage. 
Location: l/m Utheina, 13 AJ Heerah Street. 5th Circle. 

Please contact Tel.: 5536755 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Located in Abdoun, 9 Amin Ai Momany St., very near to 
Orthodox Church. Consists of 3 bedrooms and utilities, inde- 
pendent telephone, separate heating, video and satellite, 
suitable for diplomats. Rent annually, monthly or any period. 
For more information call Tel.: 5928092, 4642072 


WANTED 

IN SAUDI ARABIA 


MBA: 


7-10 years experience in Business 
Administration and Real Estate 
Development. 

Civil Engineer: 7-1 0 years experience in 
Construction Engineering. 
Graduates from Europe or America are preferred. 
Interviews will be held May 20 & 21 . 

For appointment please call 5850383 
(9 a.m. - 9 p.m.) 


Amman Baccalaureate School 

ABS invites applications for a 
Physical Education Teacher for August 1998. 
The successful applicant should : 

• Be a university graduate. 

• Have an excellent command of both 
English and Arabic . 

• Have relevant experience. 

Being able to coach Basketball is an asset. 

Application forms may be obtained from 
ABS Reception ( Tel : 5411191 ) and must 
be completed and submitted by Saturday 
16 May 1998, with a recent photo. 



The management of the Movenpick Resort Petra is thanking its top 
producers for their support in 1 997. 

These four Jordanian travel agents: 

“ United Travel Agency, managed by Ms. Ghoda Najjar 

■ International Traders, managed by Mr. Munir Nassar 

’ Petrc Travel & Tourism Co., managed by Mr. Nasser Kowar 

■ Dakkck Tours & Travel, managed by Mr. Ziad & Mr. Omran Dakkok 

have given great support to Movenpick and are committed to the 5 star 
Movenpick Resort in the Rose City of Petra, where great food, efficient and 
friendly service is the talk-of-the-town. 

PETRA MOVEMPpCK 

RESORT 




• . ,-r: MGuSA 7 1 £ : 01 • PETfo», jOPDW • PM ONE -P 42 3 21571 i i • FAX -962 3 ? 15?1 12 
p- — jo :c*m * KlTiitWtT www.mnveripicl .hcwk.cim/petio^. Kw> 





i2 News 



SHOWING THE JEWELS: Jordanian models display 
jewellery by Egyptian-born artist Suzanne A1 Masry 
at an exhibition in the American Centre in Amman, 
Sunday. The Egyptian artist works with silver enam- 
els, semi-precious stones, and is one of a few artists to 
have work exhibited around the world in her own life- 
time (Reuters photo) 

Hrawi asks Pope to 
boycott Bethlehem 
millennial celebration 


BEIRUT l AFP) — 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi urged Pope John 
Paul II not to go to the 
West Bank town of 
Bethlehem for the millen- 
nium celebration because 
peace has not yet come to 
the Middle East. Beirut 
newspapers reported 
Monday. 

Mr. Hrawi, after meeting 
the pontiff in the Vatican, 
said the pope had “agreed 
75 per cent” with the 
request to boycott the cele- 
bration in Bethlehem, the 
French-language L* Orient 
le Jour said. 

During the meeting, Mr. 
Hrawi told the pope that 
his request was important 
for Muslims and Christians 
of the region, particularly, 
in Lebanon where Israel 


occupies a “buffer zone” 
along their border. 

The English-language 
Daily Star said Mr. Hrawi 
believed that the pope 
might “avoid celebrating 
the... millennium jubilee in 
Bethlehem if peace has not 
yet been achieved” in the 
Middle East. 

Most of Bethlehem is 
under the control of the 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority. 

Mr. Hrawi led a large 
Lebanese delegation to the 
Vatican for Sunday's cere- 
mony to beatify Nimtallah 
Hardini, a 19th-century 
Lebanese Christian 

Maronite monk. 

The Lebanese president 
also met his Italian coun- 
terpart, Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro. Friday in Rome. 


Turkish activists blast 
human rights body 
over headscarves ban 

v 


ANKARA (API — 
Activists and Islamist writ- 
ers Monday criticised a 
government-run human 
rights board for supporting 
a ban on Islamic attire at 
schools and public offices. 

“An organisation that is 
supposed to be the guaran- 
tee of human rights [has] 
issued a decision that says 
we can encroach the most 
basic of those rights,” com- 
mented Fehmi Koru. a 
columnist for the Islamist 
daily Zaman. 

The Rights Coordinating 
Board ruled last week that 
the Islamic-style head 
scarves, turbans or cloaks 
were a political symbol and 
therefore violated Turkey’s 
secular laws and public 
order. 

On Monday, two students 
and a police officer were 
slightly injured in scuffles 
which erupted after a group 
of students protested an 


Istanbul University den- 
tistry faculty decision not 
to allow female students 
wearing head scarves to sit 
their exams, the Anatolia 
News Agency said. 

Turkish laws only allow 
officially-appointed clerics 
to wear Islamic turbans and 
cloaks. The wearing of 
head scarves by women is 
banned in schools and pub- 
lic offices. 

Meanwhile, trial began 
Monday of a former 
Turkish deputy, Hassan 
Huseyin Ceylan, who was 
a member of the Islamist 
Welfare Party shut down in 
January for being anti -sec- 
ular. Mr. Ceylan was 
accused of insulting 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
the late founder of the 
modem, secular Turkish 
state. 

He faces up to 4-1/2 
years in prison if convict- 
ed. 


Jordan Times. Tu esday, May 12 , 




Netanyahu faces another political storm 
over bid to conscript rabbinical students 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — Religious 
politicians on Monday threat- 
ened to bring down Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu if he even consid- 
ers an opposition bill to con- 
script Jewish seminary stu- 
dents into the armed forces. 

The bill, introduced 
Monday by Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak, reflects 
secular Israelis' growing 
resentment of ultra-Orthodox 
Jews, most of whom don't 
serve in the army. 

Most ultra-Orthodox 
receive deferment, and are 
even given a government 
stipend, provided they are 
studying fuD-time at a reli- 
gious seminary and don't 
have a job. In recent years, the 
number of Yeshiva students 
with deferments has swollen 
to over 29,000. In the past 
year. 3,500 new deferments 
were granted. 

Mr. Barak's bill proposes to 
reduce the number of new 
deferments to 700 of the most 
outstanding Torah students 
each year. 

“The aim is equal sharing of 
the burden.” said Mr. Barak, a 
former armed forces chief of 
staff and Israel's most highly 
decorated soldier. 

Mr. Barak is the opposi- 
tion's candidate for prime 
minis ter, and apparently has 
given up any hope of winning 
the support of ultra-Orthodox 


parties. In the May 1996 elec- 
tion. a vast majority of ultra- 
Orthodox voters backed Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Barak’s bill is a water- 
shed for the Labour Party 
which in the past always tried 
not to alienate the religious 
parties because ir needed 
them as coalition partners. Mr. 
Barak apparently hopes to 
lure some secular voters away 
from Mr. Netanyahu's Likud 
Party. 

Secular resentment of the 
ultra-Orthodox cuts across 
parry lines. and Mr. 
Netanyahu announced that he 
would appoint a public com- 
mittee. headed by a retired 
judge, to examine the issue. 

Ultra-Orthodox members in 
Mr. Netanyahu's coalition 
said if such a panel is formed, 
they will bring down the gov- 
ernment. 

Israeli Deputy Housing 
Minister Meir Ponish warned 
Mr. Netanyahu that if the 
issue is raised his United 
Torah Judaism Party will 
leave the coalition. "He said 
the issue is absolutely noa- 
negotiable,” Mr. Porush's 
spokesman. Moshe 

Riedmaa told the Associated 
Press. 

Mr. Porush’s party col- 
league Avraham Ravitz said 
the right to study Torah full- 
time is a matter of principle 
for his constituents. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Former Israeli 
Finance Minister Dan Meridor, an influen- 
tial moderate in Israel’s ruling Likud Party, 
said Monday that he had rebuffed an invita- 
tion from Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to return to government. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with Mr. Meridor for 
90 minutes late Sunday as part of an appar- 
ent effort to hold off threats to his fragile 
coalition government from both the left and 
the far-right 

“He asked me to return to the govern- 
ment. but I refused as I already rejected a 
similar offer a month ago because 
Netanyahu is not worthy to be prime minis- 
ter and must be replaced.” Mr. Meridor told 
Israel Radio Monday. 

“The peace process is slipping away, we 
are headed into a crisis with the United 
States and economic and social problems 
are worsening,” Mr. Meridor said. 

The Haaretz newspaper said Mr. 
Netanyahu offered Mr. Meridor the post of 
foreign minister, which was vacated when 
another moderate. David Levy, resigned in 
January in a policy dispute with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Meridor resigned as finan ce minis ter 
last year, ostensibly due to a dispute with 
Mr. Netanyahu over monetary policy, but 
be remained in the Likud Party. 

But Mr. Meridor was also highly critical 
of the prime minister's hardline stance in 
negotiations with the Palestinians and his 
autocratic method of governing. 

Mr. Netanyahu's new overture came after 


Vocal Iraqi 
minister 
dismissed 
from office 


BAGHDAD (AP) — 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein dismissed his min- 
ister for labour and social 
affairs, Abdel-Aziz 

Mohammad Saleh A1 
Sayegh. the official Iraqi 
News Agency reported 
Monday. 

It said the action was 
taken by a republican 
decree. The agency gave 
no further details or say 
who would fill his portfo- 
lio. 

In an interview with a 
Baghdad weekly last 
month, Mr. AJ Sayegh was 
reported to have said that 
Iraqi prisons suffered from 
overcrowding and that the 
number of prisoners in Iraq 
was five times the capacity 
of its prisons. 

He was harshly attacked 
by tbe press for the state of 
Iraqi jails. It is not known 
whether criticism by the 
media had any bearing on 
bis dismissal. 

Mr. A1 Sayegh assumed 
his post in December 1996. 


Press: 
Kuwaiti 
collaborator 
with Iraq 
escapes to 
Turkey 


KUWAIT (AP) — A 
Kuwaiti who was appoint- 
ed by Baghdad as the head 
of an interim government 
in Kuwait shortly after the 

1990 Iraqi invasion of this 
small state has fled to 
Turkey, A1 Rai A! Am daily 
reported Monday. 

The man, Ala Hussein 
Aii, did not return to 
Kuwait after the February 

1991 liberation, reportedly 
opting to live in the Iraqi 
capital. 

The newspaper quoted 

reliable sources” it did not 
name as saying Mr. Aii fled 
Baghdad to Turkey with 
the help of Kurds to escape 
financial and personal 
problems. Mr. Aii had 
reportedly lost his good 
relations with the Iraqi 
leadership. 

The daily said Mr. Aii 
contacted a Gulf merchant 
from Ankara asking for 
$50,000 he needed to leave 
Turkey to a neighbouring 
country, but the merchant 
declined. 


Greenpeace: Turkish nuclear reactor 
poses threat to Middle East region 


BEIRUT (AP) — A planned Turkish nuclear reactor 
poses a threat to countries from North Africa to Central 
Asia, the environmental group Greenpeace said in a 
study released Monday. 

The report predicts how contamination would spread 
if there were an accident at the proposed nuclear power 
plant at Akkuyu Bay on Turkey's southeastern 
Mediterranean coast. 

“The siting of nuclear power reactors [in Turkey] is a 
potential hazard for the entire region, not just Turkey,” 
the report warns. 

The report noted that because of air masses and wind 
patterns over southern Turkey, countries from North 
Africa to the Gulf region as well as Uzbekistan and 


Kazakhstan in Central Asia would be at “substantial 
risk" should an accident occur at the plant. 

Greenpeace, which said Turkey plans to build 10 
nuclear plants by 2020. urged Ankara to instead “invest 
in cleaner, safer and cheaper alternatives, such as ener- 
gy efficiency and renewable energy technologies.” The 
study was commissioned by Greenpeace and conducted 
by the Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies 
at Australian National University in Canberra. 

Turkey ’ is to' decide later this year oh who will build 
the Akkuyu plant. Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd. and 
Germany's Siemens are the two leading bidders, 
Greenpeace said. 


Hamas founder meets Kuwaiti crown prince 

Sheikh Yassin says he declined Iraqi invitation 
until missing Kuwaitis controversy is resolved 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
founder of the Palestinian 
Islamist movement Hamas, 
met Kuwait's crown prince 
here Monday ami d rum- 
blings of discontent from 
MPs who accuse Hamas of 
maintaining links with Iraq. 

The official Kuwaiti news 
agency KUNA said several 
ministers also attended the 
talks between Kuwaiti 
Crown Prince Saad A1 
Abdallah A1 Sabah and 
Sheikh Yassin, the first 
Palestinian leader to visit 
the emirate since the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The Hamas founder and 
spiritual guide flew in 


Saturday to a warm recep- 
tion at the airport from 
Islamist MPs, but was 
snubbed by liberal MPs 
although they avoided criti- 
cism of Sheikh Yassin him- 
self. 

“The Hamas movement 
does not always take into 
account the dangers which 
the Baghdad regime poses 
for the region.” said Samir 
Maniss, an MP of the liber- 
al Democratic Forum 
grouping. 

Earlier this year, the 
Palestinian group threat- 
ened to launch new anti- 
Israeli attacks if the United 
Stares undertook military 
action against Iraq during a 


crisis over U.N. arms 
inspections. 

Sheikh Yassin, who was 
freed in October after eight 
years in Israeli jail, has 
called for Kuwait “to turn a 
new page” in relations with 
the Palestinians and said he 
was seeking its “moral, 
material and political sup- 
port.” 

Kuwait, the fifth leg of a 
Gulf tour by Sbeikh Yassin, 
suspended ties with 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) because of its 
support for Baghdad during 
the crisis which followed 
Iraq's August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait and led to the 
Gulf war. 


Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians were expelled 
from Kuwait after the war 
which evicted Iraqi troops. 

Sheikh Yassin told 
Kuwait's news agency 
KUNA that he has also 
received an invitation from 
Iraq but that he declined to 
visit Baghdad until it settled 
the issue of Kuwaitis miss- 
ing from the occupation. 

The spiritual guide of 
Hamas was invited to 
Kuwait by Sheikh Saad. 
Since April, he has already 
been to Iran, Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia on a regional 
tour and is also expected to 
visit Sudan. 


Palestinian journalist tortured by 


Palestinian police — rights group 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — A 
Palestinian television camera- 
man under detention by 
Palestinian security forces has 
undergone “severe torture.” a 
human rights group said on 
Monday. 

Abbas Momemi, 25. a cam- 
eraman for Reuters television, 
has “undergone torture by var- 
ious means,” including beat- 
ing with electric wires, being 
hung from his hands and 
deprivation of food and sleep, 
said A1 Damir, a Palestinian 
group upholding prisoners' 
rights. 

On Sunday. Mr. Momeni 
'Iried to escape by jumping 
from the third floor of the gen- 
eral intelligence building, 
where he was being held, and 
suffered a broken leg." AJ 
Damir said in a statement 
received by Agence France 
Presse. 

He made it to Ramallah hos- 
pital, where he was again 
demined by Palestinian securi- 


ty forces, the group said. 

Mr. Momeni has been held 
for questioning for the past six 
days, apparently for his role in 
receiving a videotape from the 
Hamas in April. 

Reuters broadcast the video- 
tape. in which a masked man 
claimed to be Adel Awadallah. 
a Hamas military leader, and 
accused Palestinian security 
officials of the Mar. 29 slaying 
of Hamas bombmaker 
Mohieddin Sharif. 

Mr. Momeni was first called 
in for questioning by police 
over the tape several weeks 
ago, but he was released after 
a few hours, sources dose to 
him said 

Mr. Momeni received the 
tape after an anonymous 
phone call told him where to 
find the cassette, the sources 
said. 

Palestinian genera] intelli- 
gence said in a statement on 
Sunday that Mr. Momeni was 
being held for questioning 


Two Palestinians killed in Lebanon 


SIDON (AFP) — Two people were killed and two others 
injured in a shooting incident in tbe Palestinian refugee 
camp of Ain Heiweh in south Lebanon, Palestinian sources 
said Monday. A masked man fired a volley from an auto- 
matic weapon at Mahmoud Khatib on Sunday night, killing 
the Ain Heiweh resident as he walked along the camp's 
main road, said the sources. Members of Khatib’s family 
arrived on the scene shortly afterwards and opened fire, 
wounding three passers-by. One of the injured, a member 
of the camp’s security organisation, died of his wounds on 
Monday morning, hospital sources said. Palestinian 
sources said they believed the motive for the shooting was 
personal as Khatib was not believed to be involved in polit- 
ical activities. 


“over security issues in which 
he is suspected of involve- 
ment'' 

Afro- Reuters broadcast the 
video, its Gaza City office was 
dosed down for several days 
by police, who accused foe 
office of “spreading stories 
damaging to Palestinian soci- 
ety.” 

Palestinian police say Shanf 
was killed by Mr. Awadallah's 
followers in a dispute within 


the movement over leader- 
ship, money, and strategy. 
Hamas denies the claims, 
accusing Israel of killin g 
Sharif, possibly with 

Palestinian help. 

Human rights groups have 
acc used foe Palestinian 

National Authority of harass- 
ing journalists to suppress ver- 
sions of ShariFs death which 
contradict the police claims. 
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Israeli prime minister seeks to woo his 
former finance minister back into fold 


Annan to attend 
Cannes festival 
opening 


Mr. Meridor was approached by another 
Likud dissident, Tel Aviv Mayor Rom Milo, 
who announced last week that he was creat- 
ing a new centrist party to challenge Mr. 
Netanyahu in the next national elections. 

Mr- Milo met with Mr. Meridor late last 
week but failed to convince him to team up 
now against Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Meridor, considered one of the most 
popular Likud figures, did not rule out join- 
ing Mr. Milo but said it was too early to 
make a decision. 

Israeli press reports said Mr. Netanyahu 
was anxious both to undermine Mr. Milo's 
attempted revolt and enlist Mr. Meridor’s 
support in the event the far-right lodges a 
motion of no confidence against the gov- 
ernment over tbe Palestinian peace process. 

More than a dozen ultra-nationalist 
deputies in Mr. Netanyahu’s coalition have 
vowed to topple the government if it agrees 
to U.S. proposals for new withdrawals from 
the West Bank as part of a deal to revive 
peace negotiations with tbe Palestinians. 

The issue came to a head this weekend 
when Mr. Netanyahu rejected the U.S. pro- 
posal. forcing the cancellation of a planned 
s ummit meeting in Washington Monday 
with U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. 

But U.S. mediator Dennis Ross returned 
to Washington Monday reportedly carrying 
a new compromise formula which could 
lead to deal and a summit later this month. 

Mr. Netanyahu has only a 61-seat majori- 
ty in foe 120-member parliament. 


PARIS (AP) — Mixing pot- 
ties with show biz, U;N V 
Secretary General -Koff 
Annan will join foe glitterati 
at this week's opening of the 
51st Cannes ram Festival, 
organisers said Annan win 
walk up foe red-carpeted 
steps of foe festival palace 
with French Culture Minister 
Catherine Trautmann cm 
opening night Wednesday, 
said a festival statement The 
Ui4. office in Paris con- 
firmed Mr. Annan will 
attend. This year, Cannes “is 
associating itself with the 
50th anniversary of foe 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights,” said the fes- 
tival statement : . 
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Cher and Bono 
still dose through 
medium 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Sonny 
Bono is gone, but he and 
long-time partner Cher are 
still close. The singer-actress, 
who gave a moving eulogy 
for the U.S. congressman 
who died last winter in a ski- 
ing accident, says that she 
communicates with foe 
entertamer-turaed-politician 
through spiritual medium 
James Van P raagh. “He told 
me things only Sonny could 
have’ known,” Cher said in 
foe May 16-22 issue of TV 
Guide. “I thought this would 
be a really great story to tell 
because without him I 
wouldn’t be where I am. 
wherever that is,” she said of 
her singing partner. 
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to actor about fiancee 


NEW YORK (AP) — When 
“Godzilla” co-star Hank 
Azaria first met the film’s 
director, all he wanted to talk 
about was Azaria’s fiancee. 
Academy Award winner 
Helen Hunt. Told that 
Roland Emmerich loved 
Hunt. Azaria deadpannedT 
“Me too ” Asked how they 
got together, Azaria quipped: 
“What can I tefl you? I audi- 
tioned, like everybody else.” 
Success has brought a hectic 
pace the usually easygoing 
actor admits has made him 
“ini table at times,” a mindset 
that gave him insight into 
Godzilla's destructive nature, 
“That's how monsters feel 
inside, I think,” he said in the 
June U.S. magazine. “They 
just can't handle all the 
details.” 
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Linda McCartney 
awarded 

posthumous award 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Linda 
McCartney has been posthu- 
mously awarded the Ellis 
Island Medal of Honour. 
McCartney, the wife of Paul 
McCartney and a long-time 
crusader for vegetarianism, 
died of cancer last month at 
age 56. She was one of 120 
people honoured at a cere- 
mony on Ellis Island, where 
immigrants to the U.S. used 
to be processed before enter- 
ing New York City. No one 
from the family was at the 
ceremony, so the medal will 
be delivered to McCartney in 
England. The awards from 
the U.S. National Ethnic 
Coalition of Or ganisati ons 
honour a wide variety of 
efforts to “enrich or invigo- 
rate society,” said chairman 
William Dennis Fugazy. 
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Potter’s 
expensive letter 


LONDON (AP) — A New 
Yoilc City book dealer paid 
nearly $240,000 at auction 
for a letter by the writer 
Beatrix Potter Much includ- 
ed her first drawing of foe 
frog character Jeremy Fisher. 
The letter was rescued in 
1978 by a l ittle girl in 
Connecticut, who spotted it- 
in a box of junk her parents 
intended to throw away. 
Catherine Porter, a book spe- 
cialist at Sotheby’s, said the 
price of $239,670- was *n 
auction record for any book 
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